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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course explores the political and sociological dynamics of conflict and post-conflict regions, cross-border political violence movements, and their influence on education systems.  The explosion of civil conflicts in the latter half of the twentieth century, coupled with the rise of “asymmetrical warfare” and networks of “sub-state actors,” created an unparalleled exodus among populations caught in these crises.  These various conflict and post-conflict environments present enormous challenges for educators.  State institutions collapse and are no longer able to manage social services.  Education systems subsequently dissolve and are unavailable to children and young adults.  Violent political movements often target children with recruiting tactics, actively disrupting students’ access to education and forcing many into child warfare.  Civilians living in the midst of conflict zones struggle to maintain a routine that includes schooling.  Meanwhile, their refugee and displaced counterparts live in a camp-shelter-limbo that may or may not allow access to education for the children growing up there.  Finally, borders in post-conflict regions are notoriously porous, allowing a continuation of the organized crime that accompanies conflict.  This, in turn, continues to destabilize fledging states, hampering the efforts of national and foreign administrators alike to reconstruct and revitalize education systems.  Large-scale international intervention and administration of state services by international actors in partnership with new domestic institutions may pave the way for recovery and stability, but they also bring a host of new challenges.  

The first part of the course presents an overview of the political-sociological theories and institutions that are associated with conflict, humanitarian crises, and international intervention.  The second part of the course focuses on specific institutions related to these circumstances such as the media and international legislative bodies.  In this section, we will examine specific actors, conditions, and educational issues such as: 1) civilian populations living in conflict zones, refugees and displaced people, 2) child exploitation: child soldiers and human trafficking, 3) gender dimensions of conflict and its impact on girls’ education.  In the last part of the course, we will focus on several case studies from around the world.   

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course aims to increase students’ understanding of the dimensions of political conflict and its influence on education systems, educators, families, and children.  Students will learn about the world system of humanitarian aid and the theories that underpin it.  Through course assignments, students will increase their knowledge and skills regarding qualitative research methods and analysis.   

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

This course is designed for graduate students who plan to work as administrators, program managers, policy analysts, or researchers in educational institutions.  It is also relevant for students who will be engaged in humanitarian aid and development work in international, national, or community organizations.  

FORMAT:  The class is organized around: 1) my lectures mixed with discussion, 2) guest speakers, and 3) student presentations.    

I.  PARTICIPATION (30%): 

1) 15% for attendance and participation in discussions. The course requires the participation of all class members through discussion and debate.  You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss all of the required readings.  

2) 15% for group presentation.  In addition to participating actively in discussions, you will be asked to organize one group presentation on either February 23, March 2, or March 30.  To design your presentation, you are required to schedule one group meeting with me in advance of your presentation to discuss what you plan to do.  You will be evaluated for content, creativity, and pedagogy.        

II.  FIRST WRITING ASSIGNMENT (30%) DUE 6PM MARCH 4 

NOTE: This is going to be a “paperless” class.  This means that you will submit your papers to me via email at: dsb33@columbia.edu.  You will receive comments and feedback via email as well.  This means that I will use the editing functions under “tools,” “track changes” to write comments and suggestions into your papers using highlighted text. Your papers must be submitted by 6 PM on the date that they are due.   

After the first four weeks of the course, students will be required to identify a research topic among the topics covered in the course (broadly defined).  The first writing assignment requires designing a mini-research proposal addressing this topic, 5 pages, double-spaced.  Detailed instructions will be given in the second class session. 

III.  RESEARCH PAPER (40%) DUE 6PM APRIL 25

The second assignment is to carry out this research proposal and deliver a 12-15 page, double-spaced paper on the findings.  Detailed instructions will be given in the fifth class session.     



Program and Reading Schedule

Part I:  War: Conflict, Causes, and the Humanitarian Impulse

Session 1 :  Jan. 19—Introduction 
Machel, G.  (2001).  The impact of war on children. London: UNICEF.  (pp. 1-6, 92-104).

Nicolai & Triplehorn.  (March 2003).  The role of education in protecting children in conflict.  London: Overseas Development Institute. 

World Bank.  (2005).  ‘Conflict, poverty and education,’ and ‘The impact of conflict on education.’  In Reshaping the future: Education and post-conflict reconstruction.  Washington, DC: World Bank.  (pp. 7-28).  Available: http://www1.worldbank.org/education/pdf/Reshaping_the_Future.pdf.
Bethke, L.  (2004).  ‘Executive summary,’ and ‘Introduction.’ In Global survey on education in emergencies.  New York: Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children.  (pp. iii-v; 3-26).  

Recommended:

Smith, A. & Vaux, T.  (February 2003).  Education, conflict and international development.  London: Department for International Development. 

Sinclair, M.  (2002).  Planning education in emergencies.  Paris: UNESCO, IIEP.

Familiarize yourself with the most recent issue of Forced Migration Review (January 2005).  All of the articles are short!    


Available: http://www.fmreview.org/FMRpdfs/FMR22/FMR22full.pdf.
Session 2:  Jan. 26—War: Ethics and Causes 
Walzer, M.  (1977).  Just and unjust wars: A moral argument with historical illustrations.  US: Basic Books.  (pp. xi-xxiii, 21-47). 

Brown, M.  (1997).  The causes of internal conflict: An overview.  In Brown, et al. eds. Nationalism and ethnic conflict.  Cambridge: MIT Press.  (pp. 3-25). 

Le Billon, P.  (2001).  The political ecology of war: Natural resources and armed conflicts.  Political Geography.  20, 561-584.

Bush, K. & Saltarelli, D.  (eds.) (2000).  ‘The contemporary importance of ethnicity,’ and ‘The two faces of education.’  In The two faces of education in ethnic conflict.  Florence: UNICEF Innocenti Research Center.  (pp. 1-22).

Recommended:

Varshney, A.  (2002).  ‘Introduction,’ and ‘Why civil society? Ethnic conflict and the existing traditions of inquiry.’  In Ethnic conflict and civic life: Hindus and Muslims in India.  pp. 3-52.  

Davies, L.  (2004).  ‘Economic and class relations.’  In Education and conflict: Complexity and chaos.  New York: RouteledgeFalmer.  (pp. 41-56).   

Session 3:  Feb. 2—Humanitarian Intervention: Legal and Ethical Aspects

Guest Speaker:  Susan Allee, Esq., Senior Political Affairs Officer, Department of Peace Keeping Operations, United Nations 

Walzer, M.  (1977). ‘Law and order in international society,’ and ‘Interventions.’  In Just and unjust wars: A moral argument with historical illustrations.  US: Basic Books.  (pp. 51-73, 86-108). 

Valasek, T.  (Spring 2003).  New threats, new rules: Revising the law of war. World Policy Journal. 20 (1) 17-24. 

Hoffman, S.  (1996).  Sovereignty and the ethics of intervention.  In Hoffman, Ed. The ethics and politics of humanitarian intervention.  Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press. (pp. 12-37). 

Holzgrefe, J.L.  (2003).  The humanitarian intervention debate.  In Holzgrefe & Keohane eds., Humanitarian intervention: Ethical, legal, and political dilemmas.  (pp. 15-52).  

Harvey, R.  (June 2003).  ‘Section 1: Overview of international law and developments.’  In Children and armed conflict: A guide to international humanitarian and human rights law.  Montreal, Canada: International Bureau for Children’s Rights.  (pp. 5-23). 

Session 4:  Feb. 9—Post-Cold War, Post-Sept. 11th
Arquilla, J. & Karasik, T.  (July/Sept. 1999).  Chechnya: a glimpse of future conflict? Studies in Conflict and Terrorism 22(3) 207-29. 

Rotberg, R.  (Summer 2002).  The new nature of nation-state failure. Washington Quarterly 25 (3) 85-96.

Zimmermann, D.  (2003).  The transformation of terrorism: The “New Terrorism”, impact, scalability and the dynamic of reciprocal threat perception.  Zurich: Swiss Federal Institute of Technology.  Available: http://www.fsk.ethz.ch/documents/Beitraege/zu_67/zu_67_content.htm

Singer, P.W.  (November 2001).  Pakistan’s madrassahs: Ensuring a system of education not jihad.  Analysis Paper # 14.  Washington, DC: Brookings Institution.

USAID.  (2002).  ‘Mitigating and managing conflict.’  Foreign aid in the national interest: Promoting freedom, security, and opportunity.  Washington, DC: United States Agency for International Development.  (pp. 96-112). 
Recommended:

Ratner, S.  (Oct. 2002).  Jus ad bellum and jus in bello after September 11.  The American Journal of International Law.  96 (4) 905-921.

International Crisis Group.  (October 7, 2004).  Pakistan: Reforming the education sector.  Asia Report # 84.  Islamabad/Brussels: International Crisis Group.  

Singer, P. W. (2003).  ‘An era of corporate warriors?,’ ‘The global industry of military services,’ ‘The privatized Military industry classified,’ and ‘The military support firm.’  In Corporate warriors: the rise of the privatized military industry.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.  (pp. 3-18; 73-100; 136-150.)

Part II:  Actors and Institutions in Complex Humanitarian Emergencies
Session 5:  Feb. 16—Media and its Role in Conflict

Guest Speaker:  Amy Goodman, WBAI Host of “Democracy Now!”

Snyder, J. & Ballentine, K.  (1996-97).  Nationalism and the marketplace of ideas.  In Brown, M. E. et al. (eds.), Nationalism and ethnic conflict.  Cambridge, MA: MIT University Press.  

Held, V.  (1997).  The media and political violence.  Journal of Ethics. 1, 187-202. 

Dunn, M.  (2003).  Identifying factors that influence information age conflicts.  In Information age conflicts: A study of the information revolution and a changing operating environment.  Zurich: Swiss Federal Institute of Technology.  pp. 173-213. Available:  http://www.fsk.ethz.ch/documents/Beitraege/zu_64/zu_64_content.htm  

Recommended:

Visit the internet site of CIMERA’s Caucasus Media Institute.  http://www.caucasusmedia.org/ Look at the programs designed to educate journalists and the emphasis placed on conflict resolution.

Session 6:  Feb. 23—Aid Agencies and Humanitarian Action

Student Presentations:  Group one, read 1-5; group two read 6-10. 

1. Terry, F.  (2002).  Humanitarian action and responsibility.  In Condemned to repeat? The paradox of humanitarian action.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press.  (pp. 17-54).

2. Smillie, I. & Minear, L.  (2004).  “Introduction,” and “The humanitarian enterprise today.”  In The charity of nations: Humanitarian action in a calculating world.  Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press.  (pp. 1-21).

3. Burde, D.  (2004).  International NGOs and best practices: The art of educational lending.  In Steiner-Khamsi, ed., The global politics of educational borrowing and lending.  New York: Teachers College Press.  (pp. 173-187).   

4. Pasic, A. & Weiss, T. G. (1997).  The politics of rescue: Yugoslavia’s wars and the humanitarian impulse.  Ethics and International Affairs. 11, 105-131. 

5. Smillie, I.  (2000).  Relief and development: Disjuncture and dissonance.  In D. Lewis & T. Wallace (eds.), New roles and relevance: Development NGOs and the challenge of change.  Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press.  (pp. 17-28).

6. Bock, J.G. & Anderson, M. B.  (1999).  Dynamite under the intercommunal bridge: How can aid agencies help diffuse it?  Journal of Peace Research. 36(3) 325-338.

7. De Waal, A. & Omaar, R.  (1994).  Humanitarianism unbound? Current dilemmas facing muli-mandate relief operations in political emergencies.  African Rights Discussion Paper #5.  London: African Rights.

8. Reiff, D.  (2002).  ‘Introduction,’ ‘Conclusion,’ and ‘Afterward.’  In A bed for the night: Humanitarianism in crisis.  (pp. 1-28; 303-336; 337-348). 

9. Sommers, M.  (2004).  ‘Conclusion: The significance of coordinating education efforts.’  In Coordinating education during emergencies and reconstruction: Challenges and responsibilities.  Paris: UNESCO, IIEP.  (pp. 79-95).

10. Slim, H.  (2004).  A call to alms: Humanitarian action and the art of war.  Geneva: Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue.       

Session 7:  Mar. 2—International Agencies’ Principles and Approaches to Working with Children Affected by Conflict

Student Presentations:  Group one, read 1-5; group two read 6-10. 

1. Aguilar, P. & Retamal, G.  (1998).  Rapid educational response in complex emergencies: A discussion document.  Geneva, Switzerland: International Bureau of Education. 

2. Save the Children Alliance.  (November 1996).  Promoting psychosocial well-being among children affected by armed conflict: Principles and approaches.  Westport, CT: International Save the Children Alliance.
3. Interagency Network on Education in Emergencies.  (December 2004).  Minimum standards for education in emergencies, chronic crises and early reconstruction.  Paris: UNESCO.  
4. Sommers, M.  (June 2002).  Children, education and war: Reaching education for all (EFA) objectives in countries affected by conflict.  Working Paper # 1.  Washington DC: World Bank, Conflict Prevention ad Reconstruction Unit.  
5. Johannessen, E. M.  (March 2001).  Guidelines for evaluation of education projects in emergency situations.  Oslo, Norway: The Norwegian Refugee Council.   

6. Bush, K. & Saltarelli, D.  (eds.) (2000).  ‘Towards a peace-building education,’ and ‘Conclusion.’  In The two faces of education in ethnic conflict.  Florence: UNICEF Innocenti Research Center.  (pp. 23-35). 

7. Bekalo, S. E., Brophy, M. & Welford, A. G.  (2003).  The development of education in post-conflict ‘Somaliland.’  International Journal of Educational Development.  23 (459-475).

8. Nicolai, S. (2003).  Education in emergencies toolkit.  London: Save the Children UK.

9. Pigozzi, M. J. (1999).  Education in emergencies and reconstruction: A developmental approach.  New York: UNICEF.  

10. Triplehorn, C.  (2001).  Education: Care and protection of children in emergencies: A field guide.  Westport, CT: Save the Children.  

Session 8:  Mar. 30—Child Soldiers
Student Presentations:  Group one, read 1-5; group two read 6-10. 

1. Brett, R. & McCallin, M.  (1996).  Introduction, Chapters 1-3, 5, 10.  In Children: The invisible soldiers.  Stockholm, Sweden: Swedish Save the Children. 

2. Breen, C.  (May 2003).  The role of NGOs in the formulation of and compliance with the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict.  Human Rights Quarterly. 25 (2) 453-81.

3. Faulkner, F.  (Aug. 2001).  Kindergarten killers: Morality, murder and the child soldier problem.  Third World Quarterly.  22 (4) 491-504.

4. Human Rights Watch.  Recent Human Rights Watch reports on the use of child soldiers.  Available: http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/crp/hrw-reports.htm   

5. Schafer, J.  (Mar., 1998).  ‘A baby who does not cry will not be suckled': AMODEG and the reintegration of demobilised soldiers.  Journal of Southern African Studies. 24 (1) 207-222.  Special Issue on Mozambique.

6. Singer, P.W.  (Winter 2001-2002).  Caution: Children at war.  Parameters.  

7. Boothby, N., Crawford, J., and Mamade, A.  (forthcoming 2005).  Mozambican child soldier life outcome study.  In Barber, B. K. (Ed.) Precocious violence: Teens and war.  New York: Oxford University Press.

8. Verhey, B.  (November 2001).  Child soldiers: Preventing, demobilizing and reintegrating.  Africa Region Working Paper Series Number 23.  Washington DC: World Bank.  

9. Center for Emerging Threats and Opportunities.  (November 2002).  Child soldiers: Implications for US forces.  Cultural Intelligence Seminar Series, Seminar report.  Virginia: Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory.

10. Hansen, A. et. al.  (August 2002).  Final evaluation of the Office of Transition Initiatives’ program in Sierra Leone.  Washington, DC: Basic Education and Policy Support activity.

****

SPRING BREAK—MARCH 13-20

****

Session 10:  March 23—NO CLASS

Session 11:  Mar. 30—Refugees and Internally Displaced People

Guest Speaker Panel:  

Allison Anderson, Focal Point, Interagency Network Education in Emergencies 

Ezra Simon, Education Program Officer, Social Science Research Council

Rebecca Winthrop, Senior Education Advisor, International Rescue Committee

UNHCR.  (1994).  Education.  In Refugee children: Guidelines on protection and care. pp. 109-119.  

Preston, R.  (1991).  The provision of education to refugees in places of temporary asylum: Some implications for development.  Comparative Education.  27 (1) 61-81. 

Keely, C.  (Winter 1996).  How nations-states create and respond to refugee flows.  International Migration Review.  30 (4) 1046-1066.

Simon, E.  (2001).  Parental involvement in refugee schools: A force for transformation in transition communities. Lessons learned from the case of Sierra Leonean and Liberian refugees in Guinea.  Unpublished master’s thesis.  New York: Teachers College, Columbia University.

Brown, T. (2001).  Improving quality and attainment in refugee schools: The case of the Bhutanese refugees in Nepal.  In J. Crisp, C. Talbot, and D. Cipollone (Eds.), Learning for a future: Refugee education in developing countries (chapter 3). Geneva: UNHCR.

Recommended:

Tillman, D.  (2001).  Learning in nontraditional environments: An international perspective.  Childhood Education.  77 (6) 375-78. 

Terry, F.  (2002).  ‘The Nicaraguan and Salvadoran refugee camps in Honduras.’  In Condemned to repeat? The paradox of humanitarian action.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press.  (pp. 83-113.)

Session 12:  April 6—Case Study Curriculum Development and Teacher Training, Afghanistan

Rubin, B. & Armstrong, A. (Spring 2003).  Regional issues in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. World Policy Journal. 20 (1) 31-40

Moghadam, V. M.  (June 1994).  Building human resources and women's capabilities in Afghanistan: A retrospect and prospects.  World Development.  22, 859-75.

Gannon, K.  (May-June 2004).  Afghanistan unbound.  Foreign Affairs.  83 (3) 35-42. 

US General Accounting Office.  (June 2004).  Afghanistan reconstruction: Deteriorating security and limited resources have impeded progress; improvements in US strategy needed.  Washington, DC: GAO.

Mount-Cors, M., et. al.  (Janury 24, 2003).  Sharing perspectives on curriculum development in Afghanistan.  Washington, DC: BEPS.

Dobry, D.  (December 23, 2004).  Back to the future in Afghanistan.  Inside TC.

Gall, C.  (December 27, 2004).  Afghan students are back, but not the old textbooks.  New York Times. 

Sayeed, S.  (date) Integrated approach to primary and secondary education for the formation of a contemporary Afghanistan.  Kabul: Help the Afghan Children.  http://www.helptheafghanchildren.org/doc-pdf/primary_edu.pdf
Recommended:

Rubin, B. (2000).  The political economy of war and peace in Afghanistan.  World Development. 28(10) pp. 1789-1803.

Lieven, A.  (July/Aug. 2003)  Don't forget Afghanistan.  Foreign Policy 137, p. 54.

Session 13:  Apr. 13—Case studies: Conflict Resolution and Textbook Development: Israel & the West Bank and Gaza

Bar-Tal, D. (Nov. 1998) The rocky road toward peace: Beliefs on conflict in Israeli textbooks. Journal of Peace Research 35(6) 723-42.

Marcus, I.  (2001).  Palestinian Authority school textbooks.  Center for Monitoring the Impact of Peace.

Maoz, I.  (Nov. 2000).  An experiment in peace: Reconciliation-aimed workshops of Jewish-Israeli and Palestinian youth.  Journal of Peace Research.  37(6) 721-736. 

Moughrabi, F.  (2001). The politics of Palestinian textbooks.  Journal of Palestinian Studies. 31(1) issue 121. 

Brown, N. (2001).  Democracy, history, and the contest over the Palestinian curriculum.  Prepared for Adam Institute, Available on-line: http://www.geocities.com/nathanbrown1/Adam_Institute_Palestinian_textbooks.htm

Session 14:  Apr. 20—Trafficking and Girls Education

Guest Speaker:  (to be confirmed) Pamela Shifman, Child Protection Officer, UNICEF

Beyrer, C.  (2001).  Shan women and girls and the sex industry in Southeast Asia; political causes and human rights implications.  Social Science & Medicine. 53, 543-550.

Radu, P. & Quin, D. (eds.)  (September 15, 2003).  Trading in misery.  Institute of War and Peace Reporting.  Available: http://www.iwpr.net/index.pl?archive/bcr3/bcr3_200309_460_1_eng.txt

Raymond, J. G.  (Sept./Oct. 2002).  The new UN trafficking protocol.  Women’s Studies International Forum. 25(5) 491-502.

Singer, P. W. (2003).  Morality and the privatized military firm. In Corporate warriors: the rise of the privatized military industry.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University press.  pp. 216-229.

Lacey, M. (December 18, 2004).  In Congo war, even peacekeepers add to horror.  New York Times.

Newspaper articles (search for these on LexisNexis Academic):
McGory, D. (August 7, 2002). Woman sacked for revealing UN links with sex trade.  The Times (London).

Lynch, C.  (December 27, 2001).  Halted probe of officers’ alleged role in sex trafficking; lack of support from above, in field, impeded investigations.  Washington Post.  
Session 15:  Apr. 27—Case Studies: Human Rights: Rwanda, N. Uganda

Guest Speaker:  TBA

Human Rights Watch.  (2002).  Children’s rights.  HRW World Report 2002.  New York: Human Rights Watch.

Anderson, R.E., Sewankambo, F., & Vandergrift, K.  (2004).  Pawns of politics: Children, conflict and peace in Northern Uganda.  Canada: World Vision.  Available:   


http://www.worldvision.ca/home/content-archives/content-stories/pawns-of-politics/

Terry, F.  (2002).  The Rwandan refugee camps in Zaire.  In Condemned to repeat? The paradox of humanitarian action.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press.  pp. 155-215.

Power, S. (2002).  Chapter 10: Rwanda: “Mostly in a listening mode.” In A problem from hell: America and the age of genocide.  New York: Harper Collins Publishers. pp. 329-389.

Obura, A.  (2003).  Never again: Educational reconstruction in Rwanda.  Paris: UNESCO, IIEP.   

Recommended:

Gourevitch, P.  (1998).  We wish to inform you that tomorrow we will be killed with our families: Stories from Rwanda.  New York: Picador.  (pp. TBA)

Session 16:  May 4—Future Directions and the case of East Timor

Nicolai, S.  (2004).  Learning independence: Education in emergency and transition in Timor-Leste since 1999.  Paris: UNESCO, IIEP.

Barnes, S.  (Jan. 2001).  The contribution of democracy to rebuilding postconflict societies.  The American Journal of International Law.  95(1) 86-101.

Cagan, B. & Juliá, M.  (Oct. 1998).  Maintaining wartime gains for women: Lessons from El Salvador.  International Social Work 41(4) 405-15.

Gerson, A.  (Jan., 2001).  Peace building: The private sector's role. The American Journal of International Law.  95(1) 102-119.

Recommended:

Keck, M. & Sikkink, K. Activists beyond borders: Advocacy networks in international politics. pp. TBA.

