Attachment 1:

Invitation for sending in a letter of interest to participate in Tensions of Europe phase II (2005-2010).

Background

Tensions of Europe was active as a European Science Foundation funded “Network” in 2000-2003  As a Network it successfully combined diverse participants, products, and workshops as well as acquired extra funding. (See our report to ESF at  http://www.histech.nl/tensions/ ) The final Budapest conference held March 18-20 2004 has shown that many people are prepared to contribute time, energy, and their own research to the next phase (the coming 5-7 years). 

The main question for the immediate future is:  how we can turn the relatively loose and informal Network activities into an international collaborative research and communication program.  We propose building a research program with intellectual coherence, and opportunities for international co-operation around a set of central questions/issues. The communication part of the program involves (e.g.) workshops, travel, a summer school, a book series, a multimedia digital learning environment, and, in time, a museum exhibition and/or a television series.

The first step we took was creating a Transition Group that will take responsibility for developing Tensions of Europe (see attachment 3). 

The second step is to find out who is willing and able to contribute to the planned research agenda of Tensions of Europe. The main mechanism for this will be the collection of letter-of interests responding to the agenda. A preliminary version of this agenda can be found in the draft proposal prepared for the European Science Foundation (see attachment 2). This proposal consists of a scientific rationale which integrates history of technology into framing a new approach to European history; it outlines four research areas:

· Europe in a Global World;

· Building Europe on Infrastructures;

· Negotiating the European Knowledge Society;

· Designing the European Citizen-Consumer

We have yet to highlight labor, environmental, gender and ethnicity issues; we hope to be able to do so in the next version, based on your input, and input we already received but were not able to accomodate at this point. So we welcome letters of letters that would address these issues in a way which fits the overall mission to develop a new approach to European history. 

Therefore we invite you to sent a letter of interest to participate in the next phase of Tensions of Europe.

Content of letters of interest 

In your letter, please include a brief description of your research project(s). Your research project may be supported by your own university, and/or might draw on your own research time, or might be funded by research councils, and/or foundations. The description should include the following items (do not exceed 2 pages per project proposal)   

a) title;

b) short description of content (10 lines); 

c) explanation how the project contributes to the general scientific objective of the program (10 lines); 

d) discuss how your research fits with the proposal’s thematic structure (10 lines); 

e) organizational details such as: main researchers involved and for how much time (for example 2 days a week for 5 years), duration of the project, products planned, and funding source. 

f) Brief half-page CV of main researchers involved. See Tensions of Europe website for examples (under ‘who is who’).

You might have several relevant projects at your institution, so you might choose to contribute several projects, and combine them in one letter of interest (which then might be longer than 2 pages). 

If you do not have yet a clearly defined project and would like to work in a particular area relevant to Tensions of Europe (starting in 2005 or 2006), and/or are planning to raise funds, please tell us in your letter. 

The deadline for submission of letters of interest is June 15. Please send your submission to TOE@tm.tue.nl

Procedure and follow-up

The letters of interest will be used for three purposes:

1. Making a research plan for Tensions of Europe;

2. Creating an open-to-all interaction networking process;

3. Improving the ESF proposal 

1. Making a research plan

A working committee of members of the Transition Group will be asked to read, digest, and interpret the entire batch of letters of interest, and create and interesting and workable research program. The committee will meet over the summer and present preliminary results at the Amsterdam annual Meeting of the Society of the History of Technology, in October 7-10 (for more see www.histech.nl/shot2004), draft a report and circulate this report to all those who submitted a letter of interest. 

2. Creating an open-to-all networking process

A website will be created on which the letter-of-interests will be posted, in the latter part of June. The website will be secured and password protected, open to anyone who submitted a complete letter of interest. We invite all to examine the set, in effect, 'come and meet the community'. Anyone can form small networks, use the website for preparing session proposals for meetings, and other forms of interaction we cannot imagine. 

3. Improving the ESF proposal

Letters of interest will be used to strengthen the ESF proposal. We submit a “program” proposal to ESF. An ESF “program” gets more funding than a “network,” but also differs in its aims. The idea is to integrate national research on a pan-European scale. (US citizens can also be funded to a max. of 10 percent.) For more information on ESF Programs see: www.esf.org. 

We do see proposal writing as a focused instrumental activity, led by the need to produce a coherent proposal. This might go at the expense of a fair treatment of all viewpoints. We realize this, but the reality is that not all 'fair proposals' are funded -- only coherent ones. Please do recall, that if you proposal is not integrated into the ESF proposal it does not imply it is not integrated into Tensions of Europe. 

We are looking forward to your response. Your letter of interest will be important in building a unique pan-European project and will help to convince possible funders/sponsors that Tensions of Europe is a viable and vital prospect 

April 29 2004

Johan Schot

Ruth Oldenziel

Eindhoven University of Technology

Foundation for the History of Technology
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