[image: image1.png]SECOND GENERATION
PRODUCTIONS



[image: image2.png]SECOND GENERATION
PRODUCTIONS



[image: image3.emf] 




Project Director Gladys Chen's Biography


Gladys Chen (President/Project Director) has been working with Second Generation since the company’s inception in 1997.  From 1997 to 2001, she was the Managing Director of Second Generation and produced its first Off-Broadway musical Making Tracks.  During this time, she helped to create Second Generation’s In the Works series.  

While attending graduate school, she produced several full-length musicals in the New York City/Philadelphia area.  Between 2001 and 2005, Ms. Chen remained an active volunteer in Second Generation. 

“We are committed to working with artists and to continue feeding the pipeline with quality works that feature Asian American talent.  With our resources, Second Generation is in a unique position to empower artists and to help writers, singers, and actors to succeed,” said Gladys Chen. “We will help artists bring their works to life.”

In 1997, Gladys left medical school to try to make a broader impact on public health.  During this time, “Welly called and asked if I was interested in a new venture to introduce young playwrights and providing a vehicle for new voices. We were in our early 20s, and we began to realize we could make this vision happen. It was such an exciting time! "

 A highlight of Gladys' experience with 2g was mounting a performance of Making Tracks at the Taiwanese National Theatre in 2001. The historic setting in Taipei was just streets away from her grandfather's house. A few years earlier, Gladys had lived there while she cared for her grandfather, who was dying from liver cancer. "It was an eerie feeling," Gladys remembers. "I used to walk past that theater every day on the way to visit my grandfather in the hospital, and now I wondered how he would feel about what I was doing. "

"The Taiwanese people who saw Making Tracks were very moved by it. They told us they hoped their generation of Taiwanese children would feel as strongly as we did about sharing their history." 

In fact, Gladys says, it was precisely those sentiments that motivated her and the other founding members of 2g. They shared a strong passion to bring Asian-American stories to the world's stage. 

"There are various stereotypes about Asian-Americans, from the brainy academic kid to the gangster or warlord," Gladys adds. "There's a danger with all these perceptions. We wanted to show the contributions and histories of different Asian groups and celebrate role models, using the power of theater to do that. It's all about communicating an idea and channeling a large group of people to believe in your vision," she says. 
Gladys holds an MBA from the Wharton School of Business and an MPH from Johns Hopkins University.  Gladys has held numerous positions in advertising and marketing, including at Johnson & Johnson.
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