Columbia University Chapter of the 
American Institute for Aeronautics and Astronautics

Constitution

Preamble

This organization was created as a forum for students interested in aerospace and modeling to come together and share their interest through meetings, projects, and competitions.

Article I – Name

Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be Columbia Chapter of the American Institute for Aeronautics and Astronautics hereafter referred to as AIAA.

Section 2.  The officers of President, Vice President, and Treasure shall make up the executive board of AIAA, hereafter referred to as the ‘Board’.  A secretary may also serve when such interest exists.

Article II – Purpose

Section 1.  As AIAA is a national organization with tens of thousands of members we recognize ourselves as a very small part of a larger organization.  The purpose of our club is to promote the goals and ideas of the larger organization while providing a creative outlet to students with an interest in Aerospace.

Section 2.  The Board shall be charged with the responsibility of defining the annual goals of the organization and with acting responsibly in pursuit of these goals.

Article III – Membership

Section 1.  As we are a pre-professional group we welcome all members of the university society from undergraduates to graduates to faculty members.  By nature of the competition which is annually attended underclassmen must comprise at least 1/3 of the team.  The burden of this recruitment falls to the Board.

Sections 2.  A member may be removed from the group if that member is found to have acted detrimentally to the goals of the group.  Only a gross action will be reasonable justification for such as action.

Article IV – Meetings and Procedures

Section 1.  Meetings will be held at the suggestion of the Board, but must occur at least once a month.

Section 2.  The President has the ultimate authority over the meetings.  However, as the group is really a team, that aspect must be honored.

Article V – Officers

Section 1. Officers shall be nominated by the outgoing members molding the [positions on the Board.  Nominees must be confirmed by a majority of the current members.

Section 2.  Only members who are undergraduate students in Columbia College or the Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Science may hold the position of President or Treasure.  No single member may be BOTH the president and the treasure simultaneously.

Article VI – By-Laws

Section 1.  By-Laws of the organization shall be established and altered by unanimous decisions by the Board and a 3-5 vote by the upperclassmen.

Section 2.  By-Laws of the Board shall be established and altered by unanimous decision of the upperclassmen in the club.

Article VII – Amendments to the Constitution

Amendments to the constitution can only be made by a unanimous decision of the Board.

Article VIII – Ratification

This constitution shall be established by a vote of a three-fourths majority of the membership of the organization.

