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Constitution

Mission

The mission of the Cuban and American Student Association (CASA) will be to promote greater awareness and education about Cuban and Cuban-American culture, society and politics, and to celebrate its culture and traditions.  The organization will seek to achieve its goal by sponsoring guest speakers, discussions, and festivities. In addition, the organization will make it a priority to support the missions of and work in conjunction with other Latino/a organizations.  As an organization under the umbrella organization, the Student Organization of Latinos (SOL), the Cuban and American Student Association will also strive to promote Latino identity both on campus and in the greater community.  
Preamble
This Constitution is designed to outline, direct, and provide the general guidelines of the purposes and procedures of the Cuban and American Student Association of Columbia University. The aims of this constitution are to outline the procedures and purposes clearly in order to facilitate the achievement of the group’s mission.

Article I:  Name

Section I:  The name of the organization shall be The Cuban and American Student Association of Columbia University, hereafter referred to as CASA.
Section II:  The officers of CASA shall make up the Executive Board of CASA.
Article II:  Purpose

Section I: The Executive Board shall:

A.  Initiate, facilitate, monitor, and oversee event planning for CASA.

B.  Be responsible for all administrative tasks including budgeting, contract signing, communication with Student Advisors, the retrieval of approval for events, space requests, and SDA/SGA/ABC approval.

C.  Serve as a support group for the Latino/a community and fulfill the mission of the organization.

Article III: Membership

Section I:  Although CASA is a Cuban interest group, it is certainly not Cuban exclusive.  Membership in CASA shall be open to all students in good standing currently enrolled in Columbia University, regardless of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, or physical ability.  

Section II:  The responsibilities of membership will be:

A:  Attendance at CASA meetings and events

Section III:  Any member may resign at any time.  Moreover, membership may be revoked by unanimous vote of the Executive Board due to unjust defamation of CASA, its members, or violent behavior toward the organization’s Executive Board or any of its members

Article IV:  Meetings and Procedures

Section I:  Meetings of the group shall be held on a bi-weekly basis for the purpose of determining policy, activities, programs, and other business.

Section II:  Executive Board meetings will take place once a week and will always be open to the public.

Section III:  The President shall chair all meetings.  In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall chair the duration of the meeting.

Section IV:  All members of CASA (including members of the Executive Board) shall have one vote with respect to any resolution put forward during a meeting.  A resolution will be passed if it receives 51% or more of the total votes.

Article V:  Officers

Section I:  The officers of the Executive Board shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Publicity Chair and Secretary.  The Executive Board shall add or alter any of its positions, as it deems necessary.  The Executive Board shall also appoint committees and committee chairs to work underneath them when the need arises. 

Section II:  The President shall oversee meetings, create agendas for meetings and events, collect CASA mail and disperse pertinent information to membership, be responsible for knowing the policies and procedures of SDA and ABC, serve as a contact person for the organization, perform any of the administrative tasks necessary to the functioning of the organization, and check the CASA email account regularly.

Section III:  The Vice-President shall assist the President in all of his/her duties and assume all of the President’s duties if the President is unable to serve.
Section IV:  The Treasurer shall be in charge of the financial affairs of the organization and shall keep accurate records of these affairs.  The Treasurer shall also be responsible for attending Treasurer training sessions, formulating periodical budgets, collecting account statements, signing e-forms and ABC approvals, keeping record of all of CASA’s money transactions and keeping all receipts.
Section V: The Public Relations Chair shall have the responsibility of planning and directing the execution of all official activities, in addition to the directing and execution of all official activities.  This will include, but not be limited to publicizing CASA events, and recruiting an involved membership.  The Public Relations Chair will also be held accountable for helping out the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary in their various responsibilities.
Section VI:  The Secretary shall keep a record of attendance at all meetings of the group and a record of all activities and programs.  In addition, the Secretary shall handle all formal correspondence between members and officers of the organization, including but not limited to the disbursement of minutes from bi-weekly meeting minutes to the general membership.

Article VI:  Election, Appointment and Removal of Officers

Section I:  Officers shall be elected annually by voting members of the organization.  Elections shall be held during the penultimate meeting of the spring term, or as the Executive Board and voting membership sees fit.  Each term of office shall run one full academic year.
Section II:  Newly elected Executive Board members take office the fall semester subsequent to the spring semester in which the elections are held, unless an agreement is reached with the prior Executive Board members for a different date at which the exiting board shall relinquish responsibilities.

Section III:  A member of the Executive Board may be removed by a 2/3 vote of the remaining Executive Board members for failure to perform the duties specific to their office or those duties assigned by the President, and for failure to uphold the organization’s mission.  Interpretation of whether an officer fails to uphold CASA’s mission is left up to the executive board to decide.

Section IV:  All those who wish to become voting members must attend at least three meetings and one club event.  All those who qualify to vote will be on the official membership list.

Section V:  Any non-graduating undergraduate member of the group may be nominated for election. All members shall have one vote by secret ballot.  Qualified members may vote by written proxy if necessary.  The Secretary shall be responsible for informing all members of the election date. 

Section VI:  The Executive Board is responsible for the survival of the organization and executive decisions may be made by the executive board or President in dire times.

Article VII:  Unexpected Vacancies

Section I:  In the event of a mid-term vacancy of an elected officer, nominations and appointments may be carried out by a standard majority vote by the Executive Board.

Article VIII:  Amendments
Section I: An amendment of the Constitution may be proposed by any constituent of the CASA membership or Executive Board, and must be seconded by another constituent or Executive Board officer before it is voted on. The amendment is adopted if 2/3 of the Executive Board agrees. If the change is not adopted as is, the proposed change may be negotiated and altered and then voted upon again, of which a 2/3-majority vote of the Executive Board is again required.
