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ARTICLE I: Name:

The name of this organization shall be the Columbia Neuroscience Society, also known as CNS.
ARTICLE II: Purpose:
The Columbia Neuroscience Society is a community of students interested in neuroscience and the related academic fields of psychology and biology.  We strive to facilitate communication between students and faculty in order to provide opportunities for learning, research, and discussion beyond what is offered in the classroom.  The Columbia Neuroscience Society hosts presentations by guest lecturers, screens neuroscience-related movies, and creates a community of like-minded students.  Additionally, the Columbia Neuroscience Society holds two annual research symposiums, in order to expose students to possible neuroscience related career paths and research opportunities.

ARTICLE III: Membership
Membership shall be open to anyone and everyone who wishes to join the Columbia Neuroscience Society regarldess of race, religion, gender, sexual orientation and handicap.
ARTICLE IV: Governing Board

The governing board shall consist of the following positions and responsibilities:

· President: who serves as our primary spokesperson for and representative of the CNS, chairs meetings, maintains relations with the administration, faculty, executive board members and CNS faculty advisor. 

· Vice President: who advises and guides the CNS members concerning the coordination of CNS initiatives, assists the President, attains necessary items and secures rooms for CNS meetings, and communicates with other student groups when organizing events.
· Treasurer: who administers and monitors all funds and banking accounts,  and ensures the fair and timely funding of student activities by attaining and handling the necessary paperwork.
· Director of Events: who oversees CNS events and acts as the Speakers Series Chair, Social Chair, and Academic Affairs Chair when organizing events, books space, prepares handouts and discussion questions for spectators.
· Publicity Chair: who creates and distributes flyers for the Columbia student body and e-mails to our members and other students, notifying them of upcoming events, organizes and manages the CNS table at ABC’s Activities Fair and speak at any membership drive functions and aids in planning for all events.
· Secretary: who keeps track of all the minutes of meetings, e-mails the minutes to the CNS e-board, sends mass e-mails to promote CNS events, keeps track of attendance at meetings and events, maintains an updated e-mail list of board members and the CNS general body. 
ARTICLE IV: Meetings

The governing board shall hold a meeting at least once every two weeks. The governing board has the ability to decide if these meetings are open to general members. A general body meeting must be held at least once every two months.

ARTICLE V: Elections
The application process for board positions is three fold – the first week of April a paper application will be due for all interested members. In order for members to be able to run, members must have attended at least one major event each semester as well as at least two study breaks per semester. The existing board will then hold interviews the following week. While these two events occur, the applicants will work together c-plan an event that will take place on April 20th, updating us weekly on their progress and involvement in the event. After the event takes place, the decisions will be made and the new officers will be appointed by April 21st. All existing board positions are being run for again this year. 

 ARTICLE VI: By-Laws

By-laws may be adopted or amended by a majority vote of the Executive Committee, or by members at a general meeting. In the event of a conflict, those adopted by a general meeting shall take precedence. 

Each new Executive Committee shall ratify any existing By-Laws by a majority vote. 

