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Preamble:


As the world experiences one of the most dramatic extinction events of all time, the importance of Environmental Biology is undeniable, and understanding the effects of biodiversity loss on our lives is crucial.  While there are many groups on campus that approach environmental issues, no groups currently look at the biosphere from an academic point of view.  We wish to make the faculty and the sciences of Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology more accessible to the Columbia student body.  Our goal is to encourage environmental appreciation and education at all levels within the Columbia community.

Article I.  Name: Columbia University Environmental Biology Society

Section 1.
The name of this organization shall be Columbia University Environmental Biology Society, hereafter referred to as CUEBS.

Section 2. 
This name shall not be used by any individual member, group of members, or officer(s) except as provided herein.

Section 3. 
The officers of CUEBS shall make up the Executive Board of CUEBS.

Article II.  Purpose:


Section 1.
The purposes of the CUEBS are the following:


a. Network with other students, alumni, graduate students, and faculty interested in Environmental Biology.

b. Enrich the existing E3B and Environmental Science programs with events and trips that allow students to explore Environmental Biology outside of the classroom.

c. Foster interest, education, and awareness in the Columbia community for Environmental Biology and, generally, the environment and its importance in our daily lives and our world. 

Article III.  Membership:

Section 1. 
Membership is open to all students of Columbia University.

Section 2.  
Any member of Columbia University and its community, whether student, staff, faculty, or alumnus, is invited to participate in CUEBS-sponsored activities.

Section 3.  
Membership will not be restricted on the basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, and political affiliation.

Section 4. 
Any complaints brought against a member will be discussed with that member by the President.

Article IV.  Officers:

Section 1.  
The officers of CUEBS shall be CU students in good academic standing, and shall consist of a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer.  Additional officer positions include the directors for logistics, communications, and publicity.

Section 2. 
Responsibilities of All Officers


a.  Each officer is responsible for communicating with the other officers and attending all meetings.  If an officer is unable to attend a meeting, he/she must contact the President prior to the meeting date. 

Section 3. 
Duties of Individual Officers


a.  President:  The president shall preside over club meetings, shall maintain contact with the departments of Environmental Biology and Environmental Science (both at Columbia and Barnard), shall represent the club in person and in correspondence, and shall coordinate activities and functions among the various members.  The President shall delegate other responsibilities within the club as necessary.


b.  Vice President:  The Vice President shall preside over club meetings and perform the duties of the President in the event of the President’s absence.  S/he shall also serve as a director of communications, and coordinate communication between CUEBS and potential speakers, cosponsors, and other contacts as needed.  S/he shall serve as committee head for the communications committee, which shall assist him/her in the above communication tasks as necessary.

c. Treasurer: Shall keep accounts and record books for all expenses and funds raised and prepare financial statements to be reported at club and Executive Board meetings.  S/he shall countersign all checks, and shall receive all funds and deposit them in the club account.  S/he shall help prepare documents regarding co-sponsorships for CUEBS.

c.  Secretary:  Shall be in charge of general note taking of all regular club meetings and Executive Board meetings.  The final copies of such notes shall be typed and given to the President to be kept on file.  The Secretary must also send thank you notes to people who have assisted in any way, and regular messages and reminders to the Executive Board and General Body, as necessary.  Meeting attendance records and publicity for events shall be the responsibility of the Secretary.  The Secretary must also maintain a current events calendar and a current mailing list for the club. 

d. Directors of Logistics and Publicity: These Executive Board members shall serve as committee heads for their respective committees, which will coordinate event logistics, including space reservations and supply purchasing, and publicizing events through flyers, e-mails, and the group’s website as necessary.

Article V.  Election and Removal of Officers

Section 1.  
All officers of CUEBS shall be elected for terms of one semester. 


Elections shall be held at the beginning of each semester.  

Section 2.  
CUEBS shall decide on a mutually agreeable date for the elections to be held.  

Section 3.  
All officers shall be elected by a simple majority vote.  In case of a tie, there will be a runoff election.

Section 4.  
Officer positions shall be open to any person who has been a member for at least one year prior to elections.  Voting shall proceed by secret ballot.  A quorum of 2/3 of the active members, which includes the officers, must be present in order to proceed with the election of officers.  A person cannot hold more than one of the four essential offices (president, vice president, secretary, treasurer) though the vice president, secretary, and treasurer may also serve as committee heads if they so choose.  

Section 5. 
Impeachment of Officers


a.  Any officer negligent in his/her duties may be asked by the membership to resign from office by a 2/3 voting majority of CUEBS at a meeting where a quorum is present.  


b.  Any officer resigning or removed from office shall be rapidly replaced through normal voting procedures, and the new officer shall serve for the remainder of the term of office. 


c.  If the officer resigns, they will be welcome to continue as a member of CUEBS.  If the person does not resign, they will be dismissed from their position and expelled from the club. 

Article VI.  Executive Committee

Section 1.  
The Executive Board shall be comprised of the elected officers named in Article IV, Section 3.

Section 2.  
The Executive Board shall define the policies and have full administrative authority in all matters of CUEBS.

Article VII.  The General Body

Section 1.
The General Body (hereby referred to as G-body) shall consist at large of all members on CUEBS’s mailing list.  The G-body is open to all members of the campus and surrounding community, and members may join or leave at any time. 

Section 2.
E-Board committees shall be open to G-body members, and openings shall be advertised at the beginning of each year and as needed.  Participation is open to all interested parties pending an informal interview with the applicable committee head.

Section 3.
G-body committee members must meet on at least a biweekly basis with their committees in order to contribute to and stay abreast of CUEBS’s activities.  G-body members are welcome to attend E-board meetings at any time.

Section 3.
G-body committee members may at the appropriate application periods apply for E-board positions and take office on the E-board.

Article VIII.  Finances

Section 1.  
All disbursements shall be made solely by check, which shall show the payee, the item or service rendered or material purchased, and the amount of payment.  The President and Treasurer shall cosign all checks.

Article XI.  Amendments to the Constitution

Article XII.  Ratification

This constitution shall be established by a vote of 3/4 majority of the E-board.

