Constitution of the Columbia University Raas Team

Article I:  Title

The name of the organization will be the Columbia University Raas Team

Article II:  Objective and Goals

Section I

The Columbia University Raas Team is a dance competition team that seeks to promote the awareness of a particular type of Indian folk dance called garba-raas that is indigenous to the state of Gujarat in western India among members of the Columbia University and Barnard College community. 

Section II

Other goals of the Columbia University Raas Team are:

To participate in intercollegiate competitions organized strictly for representative garba-raas teams from various colleges.  

To perform at cultural events at Columbia University and at other venues.

To contribute to the cultural diversity of the Barnard College-Columbia University community through garba-raas.  

To promote the understanding of South Asian, and more specifically Gujarati, culture.  

Article III: Membership

Section I

Membership will be open to all full-time and part-time Columbia University Students.  

Section II

Performing members will be selected based on semi-annual auditions held by the Columbia University Raas Team executive office holders.  Performing membership will be limited to a maximum 16 dancing members and a maximum of 8 alternates.  

Section III

All other members may be involved in the planning and execution of events held by the Columbia University Raas Team.  

Article IV:  Expenses

Section I

The club will use all funds awarded by the college for registration and competition fees, transportation to and from performances, costumes, hotel accommodations, publicity, and events.  

Section II

The Columbia University Raas Team will be responsible for fundraising all the remaining costs necessary for competition and events.  

Article V:  Officers

Section I:  Executive Board Duties

The executive board is composed of two Co-Coordinators, a Secretary and a Treasurer.  

Clause A:

The Co-Coordinators will oversee auditions, rehearsals and competitions. One Co-Coordinator shall be responsible for internal affairs.  This includes organizing rehearsals and being responsible for obtaining the proper materials necessary for performance, i.e. costumes, jewelry, and props.  He or she will also be responsible for administrative duties and maintaining a relationship with the Barnard-Columbia community.  The other Co-Coordinator will be responsible for external affairs.  This includes making proper transportation and accommodation arrangements for competitions and well as overseeing the competition application process.   He or she shall also be responsible for networking with other garba-raas teams around the nation.  

Clause B:




The Secretary is responsible for e-mail notifications of rehearsals, publicity for events, and administrative duties regarding competition applications.  The Secretary will prepare registration packages for competition by obtaining all necessary materials from members of the team.  The Secretary is also responsible for making proper space arrangements for meetings and rehearsals.  

Clause C:

The Treasurer will maintain all monetary aspects of the team as well as corresponding with possible sponsors.  He or she will be responsible for working with SGA and the College Activities Office to keep the organization’s finances up to date.  The Treasurer will be responsible for keeping proper accounts of the budget, organizing fundraisers, collecting money needed from team members, and organizing all purchases made by the team.  He or she will inform the rest of the executive board on the current status of the budget and indicate the necessary additional finances.  

Section B:  Executive Board Elections

Clause A:
Elections for officers for the following academic year will be held in the last week of April.  

Clause B:  

Team members will nominate candidates.  Elections will be made by majority vote.  

Clause C:  

The term of an officer will last for an entire academic year.  

Clause D:  

If circumstances prevent an officer from completing his or her term, elections will be held within the following month to replace that officer.  In the event of a vacancy of office, the board will select a member of the Columbia University Raas Team to serve as an interim officer until elections can be held.  

Section C: Requirements to Hold Office
Candidates must be active and dedicated members of the Columbia University Raas Team.  They must have demonstrated an avid interest in the team over the course of the previous academic year.  

Article VI: Amendments

Any member of the Columbia University Raas Team may propose amendments to the constitution. The proposed amendments must be submitted to the executive board.  The team will ratify the amendment by a majority vote.  

