CONSTITUTION

JESTER OF COLUMBIA

ARTICLE I—NAME

The full and official name of this publication shall be “Jester of Columbia.” In casual conversation, the magazine may be referred to as “Jester,” “the Jester,” or “Chester.” Under no circumstances will the magazine answer to the name “Chet.”

ARTICLE II—PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be to publish a humor magazine of original content by the students of Columbia University. The content of the Jester may take the form of articles, stories, rants, love letters, memoranda and other corporate ephemera, ultimatums, treatises, ideological tracts, federal legislation, cartoons, illustrations, photographs (doctored or otherwise), or large pink elephants as the magazine’s leadership and staff see fit.
Jester will also work to support the causes of humor, comedy, and laughter throughout the Columbia community by organizing and/or promoting comedy events and by cooperating with other campus comedy-oriented groups.
ARTICLE III—EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1. Role.
The Executive Board (hereafter referred to as “the Board” or “the Plank”), as Jester’s leadership body, will oversee the production and publication of the magazine. The Board will be responsible for the direction of Jester and for ensuring it fulfills its role in the community. The Board shall have ultimate discretion over the content of the magazine. The Board shall govern all affairs of the Jester by means of a majority vote. The exception is for the affairs of the heart, for they know no master.

Section 2. Members.
The Board will consist of an Editor-in-Chief, a Publisher, a Business Manager, a Managing Editor, Layout Editor, and an Art Editor. Eligibility for the Executive Board shall be limited to undergraduates enrolled in Columbia College, Barnard College, the Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, or the School of General Studies.

Section 3. Editor-in-Chief.
The Editor-in-Chief (hereafter, “Sultan”) shall be the Jester’s leader and head of state. The Sultan shall be responsible for the creative direction of the magazine and will direct the activities of the Board and Staff during production. The Sultan shall call meetings of the Board, the Staff, and the wider membership as is necessary throughout the year. The final authority to select submissions for publication shall be the Sultan’s. 
The Editor-in-Chief will act as the organization’s President. He also represents the Jester in any duels which honor demands that it fight.
Section 4. Publisher.
The Publisher assists the Editor-in-Chief in overseeing the production of Jester. During meetings the Publisher shall smoke cigars, pound his fist on the table for order, and demand results. The membership of the Jester shall know better than to cross him.

The Publisher will act as the organization’s Vice-President.
Section 5. Managing Editor.
The Managing Editor shall assist the Editor-in-Chief in editing and selecting submissions, and shall be responsible for the direction of the Editorial Staff.

The Managing Editor will act as the organization’s Secretary.

Section 6. Business Manager.
The Business Manager is responsible for the finances of the Jester. The Business Manager handles ad sales for the magazine and keeps a thorough record of the Jester’s revenues and expenditures. 

The Business Manager will act as the organization’s Treasurer.
Section 7. Layout Editor.
The Layout Editor shall be responsible for the layout of the magazine, and for the management of the Layout Staff.
Section 8. Art Editor.
The Art Editor shall be responsible for soliciting and selecting illustrations, comics, and other art submissions for the magazine. The Art Editor also manages the Art Staff.

Section 9. New Board Positions.
As the Jester grows and its grip on the world tightens, it may become necessary to expand the Board. The Board may create new Board positions as it deems appropriate by a majority vote.
ARTCLE IV—ORGANIZATION
Section 1. Membership.
Membership in the Jester is open to all students of Columbia University and its affiliated institutions. The membership of the Jester shall be divided into three groups: the Executive Board, the Staff, and Contributors.
Section 2. The Staff.
The Board shall appoint from the membership an Editorial Staff, a Layout Staff, and an Art Staff. The Staff shall be responsible for regular contributions to each issue of the Jester. All Staff positions are contingent on continued participation in the production of the magazine. The Board shall have the authority to remove or appoint Staff members to reflect their level of contribution. The number of Staff positions shall be at the discretion of the Board.
Section 3. Contributors.
Those members of the Jester who do not hold positions on the Board or the Staff shall be considered Contributors. Contributors are encouraged to submit to the magazine at all times, but they need not contribute regularly in order to maintain their membership in the organization.
ARTICLE V—AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION
The Board shall amend this Constitution as necessary to reflect the changing needs and nature of the Jester. Amending the Constitution shall require a unanimous vote of the Board.
