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Columbia University Model Congress Constitution:

Preamble:

Events that this club would sponsor would allow students who might not otherwise meet to work together and to help educate the rest of the student body about global affairs and real problems in their country. It would also bring together people who share differing political views. It affords a unique opportunity for students to learn about the legislative process as a mechanism for developing solutions to problems of national and global concern.

Article I- Name

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be Columbia University Model Congress hereafter referred to as Model Congress.

Section 2. The officers of Model Congress shall make up the Executive Board of Model Congress, hereafter referred to as the ‘Board.’

Article II- Purpose

Section 1. The purpose of this organization shall be to host a high school conference, create a speaker’s program, and host social events to promote awareness of and interest in political and social issues that affect our generation. 

Section 2. The Executive Board shall be in charge of all administrative matters, as well as running and organizing events.

Article III- Membership

Section 1. The general body of the organization must be comprised of at least two-thirds CC and SEAS Students.  There are no specific requirements of membership other than the student must be a student at CC, SEAS, GS, or any of the graduate schools. 

Section 2. The privileges and responsibilities of membership are: 1) attendance at all events and meetings. Each member will be responsible to keep the organization in good standing, and to promote interest in the club. No event or activity will preclude any member from participating. Furthermore, individuals who are not club members but have an interest in a specific advertised event are more than welcome to participate. 

Section 3. The executive board may revoke membership by a 2/3 vote due to bad behavior in connection with the club, or at a specific club function. 

Article IV- Meetings and Procedures

Section 1. Regularly scheduled meetings will occur twice a month. Any executive Board member may call for a meeting, and the Board will vote on it. It will require a majority vote. If a member would like to call a meeting, they should notify the Board, and the Board will vote according to the previously outlined procedure. 

Section 2. Policy decisions that affect the entire club will be voted on by all club members, and will require a 2/3 vote to pass. All policies must be discussed within Board membership, and then proposed to all club members. 

Article V- Officers

Section 1. The organization shall have the following officers:

1) President

2) Vice-president

3) Secretary

4) Treasurer

5) Publicity officer

Each officer must present him or herself before a general meeting of the club. Anyone can nominate him or herself for a position, or be nominated by another member of the club. The Board will not endorse any candidate. Any member is eligible to hold office. The election will take place at a general meeting that will be announced to all club members ahead of time. It will require a majority vote to elect a candidate. 

Section 2. The duties of these officers shall be:

1) President

a. In charge of the board as well as the club. 

b. Will oversee all activities

c. Will be in charge of contacting people from off-campus in cooperation with the vice-president and secretary

2) Vice-President

a. Will assist the President in all duties

3) Secretary

a. Responsible for reserving rooms

b. Taking minutes at meetings, and posting them to all members

4) Treasurer

a. Will handle all club finances

b. Fill out all budget allocation forms, as well as appeals

c. Must provide a status of expenses to the Board once a month at the Board Meeting

5) Publicity Officer

a. Responsible for advertisement through the following means:

i.  Flyering

ii. Columbia Spectator Ads

iii. E-mailing

Section 3. Each officer may hold a particular office for one year only, except for the president who may stand for re-election. In the year of inception of the club, the president will be in office for the semester of inception, plus the following year for continuity in the early stages of the club to provide guidance. 

Section 4. Only members who are undergraduate students in Columbia College or the School of Engineering and Applied Science may hold the position of President or Treasurer. No single member may be both the President and Treasurer simultaneously. All other Board positions are open to Barnard students. 

Article VI- Electing, Appointing, and Removing Officers

Section 1.  Organizational elections must take place at least once per year.

Section 2. The only appointed officers in this organization shall be the committee heads for the high school conference. Those individuals who are interested will nominate themselves by submitting an essay outlining their reasons for being a committee head. The President will then review these essays, and select the committee heads. 

Section 3. The members of the Board may be impeached and removed by the membership by a 2/3 vote of the general membership if a member of the Board has conducted him/herself in a way that is detrimental to the club in reputation or at a function. 

Section 4. In the event of a mid-term vacancy of an elected officer, the vice-president replaces the president. If the president remains standing, then the president will appoint an interim officer, and at the end of the semester or year whichever comes first, the general body will hold elections to replace that officer. 

Article VII- Committees

Section 1. The standing committees of this organization shall be:

1) Committees for high school conferences—these committees will be delineated after the conference planning stages begin. 

2) Each committee will then be responsible for one aspect of the conference. 

Section 3. Any club member may become a committee member. If someone who is not a club member would like to join a conference planning committee, they may do so as well. 

Section 4. Additional committees need not be formed. 

Article VIII- By-Laws

Section 1. By-laws of the organization shall be established and altered by a ¾ vote of the club membership. 

Section 2. By-laws of the Board shall be established and altered by ¾ vote of the club membership. 

Article IX- Amendments to the Constitution

Any club member at a general body meeting may propose an amendment. This amendment will then be brought up at a subsequent meeting, where a 2/3 vote will be required to enact the amendment. The amendment must be deemed friendly by the Board, if it is not then a 2/3 vote of the general body may override the Board’s decision, and a vote will take place on the amendment. 

Article X- Ratification

This constitution shall be established by a vote of a ¾ majority of the membership of the organization. 

