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Article I: Name of Organization
The name of the organization shall be the Polish Club of Barnard College-Columbia University.
Article II: Purpose 

The main objectives of the Polish Club of Barnard College (hereafter referred to as “the Club”) are to promote Polish culture within the Barnard College and Columbia University community and to bring together students with a common interest in learning and exploring the various unique Polish cultural traditions. Every member of the Barnard and Columbia community is eligible to become a member of this organization.

Article III – Membership 

One third of the membership list of the Polish Club at Barnard College will be full-time students of Barnard College. The remaining members will be Columbia undergraduate and graduate students, staff, faculty, and alumni. Non-Columbia members may participate in all events and programs but will not partake in club business (i.e. voting, spending or receiving club funds, booking space, using SGA services and facilities, recruiting and publicizing during club fairs). 

Furthermore, the Club (1) meets the requirements of no less than 1/3 of the members from Barnard College, (2) has at least ten members including the Executive Board and (3) is open to all Columbia University students.

Section A – Eligibility for membership

Membership in the Club is categorized into two types: active membership and passive membership. 


Clause 1 – Active membership

Active members of the Club consist of those who attend meetings on a regular basis
. Active members will be entitled to full voting and electoral decisions. 


Clause 2 – Passive membership

Passive members of the Club consist of those who attend meetings on a less than regular basis
. Although passive members will be recognized as members of the Club, they are excluded from all voting and electoral decisions.

Section B – Methods of attaining membership

Membership in the Club is attained by attendance at one (1) scheduled meeting in each semester of an academic year. Further classifications for membership are outlined in Article III, Section A, Clauses 1 & 2 of the Polish Club at Barnard College Constitution.

Section C – Expulsion of members

Members of the Club will lose their status if they do not comply with the instructions set forth in Article III, Section B of the Polish Club at Barnard College Constitution. Furthermore, the Executive Board has the right to revoke membership of anyone who has jeopardized the integrity of the Club. Under the unique circumstance that an expulsed member
 is being reconsidered for membership status, he/she will be subject to approval
. Expulsed members shall be banned from all on-campus events sponsored by the Club. 

Article IV -- Officers

The governing body (“the Executive Board”) will consist of four (4) members, of which at least two (2) will be Barnard students, with responsibilities as follows: 

1. President 

a) The president shall be the official representative of the group to any other organization and to Barnard College; 

b) The president will convene and preside over all plenary and Executive Board meetings; 

c) The president will lead efforts of the Club's members and work consistently to achieve the Club's goals;

d) The president is responsible for determining when meetings are and publicizing this to the group.

2. Vice-President:

a) The vice-president will serve and work with the President to run meetings and operate the Club;

b) The vice-president will motivate members to develop events intended to build the Polish community; 

3. Treasurer: 

a) The treasurer shall monitor the Club's accounts;

b) The treasurer shall authorize the disbursement of any Club accounts, as approved by the Club. 

c) The treasurer will, at the end of each academic year, prepare a financial statement outlining all expenditures and funds. 

4. Secretary

a) The secretary shall keep a list of current club members.

b) The secretary will be responsible for the maintenance of the mailing list of the members and officers; the attendance list for all scheduled meetings; and the homepage of the club.

c) The secretary will maintain the Club's records and archives.

All officers of this organization must be distinct persons. Each Executive Board member reserves the right to pass any of their responsibilities to any other Executive Board member. The Executive Board members have equal voting weight, one-fourth, in any decisions that require a voting consensus. Executive Board members are subject to the same guidelines set forth in Article III, Section C of the Polish Club at Barnard College Constitution, regarding the expulsion of members. An Executive Board member who has been expulsed, but later reinstated as a member, is prohibited from running for any Executive Board position for two (2) academic years. In the event that one or more Executive Board members has/have been expulsed the next Executive Board member in the hierarchy shall assume the position of the expulsed member/s for a period of two (2) weeks. At that time a special meeting will be called where the members of the Club shall approve
 the existing composition of the Executive Board and nominate member/s for the vacant position/s. In most situations this position will be the lowest in the hierarchy (i.e. Secretary) because of the shift upward of the existing members of the Executive Board. If the Executive Board composition is not approved by the members, the Executive Board will remain as is until the end of the current academic semester at which time general elections will be held.

Section B – Eligibility of Officers 

Any member seeking the role of an officer must be an Active Member in the club as defined in Article 3, Section A, Clause 1. Furthermore, the member must be a currently registered Barnard or Columbia student. 

Section C – Terms of Office 

Each Executive Board member is elected for a period of one calendar year, and must be re-elected once his/her term finishes. An elected Executive Board member is not subject to term limits. 

Article V – Elections 

Section A – Election Procedure

In order to maintain club status and privileges, the Polish Club at Barnard College will hold open elections by November 1st. Moreover, the Club herein will not appoint Executive Board members and will abide by the voting procedures as determined in the Club Constitution. 

Section B – Filling of Vacancies

In the event of a vacancy the next Executive Board member in the hierarchy shall assume the vacant position for a period of two (2) weeks. At that time a special meeting will be called where the members of the Club shall approve
 the existing composition of the Executive Board and nominate member/s for the vacant position/s. In most situations this position will be the lowest in the hierarchy (i.e. Secretary) because of the shift upward of the existing members of the Executive Board. If the Executive Board composition is not approved by the members, the Executive Board will remain as is until the end of the current academic semester at which time general elections will be held.

Section C – Removal from Office

Any Executive Board member who does not comply with the instructions set forth in Article III, Section B, shall be considered for the termination of his/her elected position. Furthermore, other member/s of the Executive Board have the right to expel any other Executive Board member/s if he/she jeopardizes the integrity of the Club. 

Section D – Eligibility to Vote

Any active member is eligible to participate in the election process. 

Article VI – Amendments 

A revision or change proposed shall be constituted after looking over the constitution semesterly or yearly. The amendments will allow for a change of procedure as deemed necessary by the organization. 

Part II

Article I – Membership

The Polish Club at Barnard College will disclose and identify any affiliation with a non-University organization, including the name and address of such organization and the extent of their affiliation with such organization (funding, training, or materials from the organization). 

Section A – Privileges 

Members of the Club are eligible to participate in all events organized by the Club. 

Section B – Responsibilities

Members are responsible for abiding by the terms set forth in Part I, Article III, and must uphold the integrity of the Club, Barnard College, and the community.

Section C – Dues

Members are not required to pay dues in order to fulfill membership requirements.

Section D – Anti-Hazing Clause

The Polish Club at Barnard College does not engage in conduct resulting in recklessly or intentionally endangering mental or physical health or forcing consumption of liquor or drugs for the purpose of initiation into or affiliation with any organization. 

Article II – Meetings

Section A – When and How Often

The Executive Board shall announce meeting dates, times, and location in advance. 

Section B – How Called and by Whom

The meetings shall be called by the Executive Board by the use of formal announcements, flyers, e-mail, etc.

Article III – Responsibilities to Columbia University

At the end of the academic year, the Polish Club at Barnard College will provide a financial statement of all non-SGA funding, including total donation, profits, amount spent, and balance. The Club will also disclose and identify the financial institution of individual who is responsible and accountable for the aforementioned account.

The Polish Club of Barnard College-Columbia University will hereby abide by all policies and procedures as set in the Constitution, the College Activities Office, the Student Government Association, Barnard College, and any other federal or city law. Federal and city policies and procedures override all other mentioned. The Club herein will also be the sole proprietor of all agreements including financial and legal bindings as established between the Club officers and members and the party involved. 

� An attendance list will be maintained by the Secretary of the Club; attending on a regular basis is constituted by attending at least fifty (50) percent of scheduled meetings; does not apply to special events. 


� Less than regular basis is attendance of less than fifty (50) percent of scheduled meetings; does not apply to special events.


� One whose membership has been revoked based on an incident that jeopardized the integrity of the Club, Columbia University, and/or the community. 


� Three-fourths vote in favor of, executed by the four (4) member Executive Board. 


� A two-third’s majority of members – members will be given the choice of attending a special meeting where they can vote in person or will vote by proxy. No member will be permitted to vote twice.


� A two-third’s majority of members – members will be given the choice of attending a special meeting where they can vote in person or will vote by proxy. No member will be permitted to vote twice.
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