The Constitution of the Russian International Association
ARTICLE I - Name

Section 1. The Organization shall be known as Russian International Association, henceforth referred to as “RIA”.

ARTICLE II - Purpose

Section 1. The purpose of RIA shall be to unify Columbia University students interested in Russian culture.

ARTICLE III - Objectives

Section 1. The following shall include, yet shall not be limited to, the means RIA shall employ to achieve its purpose:

( invite prominent speakers to provide information and opinions on topics of interest by working directly with the Harriman Institute in SIPA

( organize film festivals and Russian movie nights

( help new students to adjust to campus life through orientation sessions, library tours, mentor programs, etc. 

( organize social gatherings such as ice cream study breaks

( participate in Columbia’s intramural athletics program 

ARTICLE IV - Membership

Section 1. The general body of RIA must be comprised of at least two-thirds Columbia College and School of Engineering and Applies Science students.  The specific requirement for membership is to have an interest in Russian culture.  

Section 2. RIA shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, handicap, sexual orientation, nationality or ethnic origin. 

Section 3. The privilege of members shall include the right to participate in activities and events listed in ARTICLE III.  It shall be the responsibility of each member to support and strive to fulfill the purpose of RIA, described in ARTICLE II.
Section 4. Membership may be revoked by the unanimous vote of the Committee on Internal Affairs (CIA), if the member openly rejects the purpose of RIA. 

ARTICLE V - Meetings and Procedures

Section 1. Meetings shall be held on the last  Friday of each month.  The President shall have the power to call these and also additional meetings, if necessary.

Section 2. Formal policy decisions shall be rendered by the Executive Board.  The bill at hand shall be first discussed by the members of the Executive Board and the members of the appropriate committee.  A  secret ballot vote by each member of the Executive Board, except the Vice President, shall then be cast on the bill.  The decision of the majority shall constitute the new policy of RIA.

ARTICLE VI - Officers

Section 1. RIA shall be managed and directed by the Executive Board, which shall be comprised of the President, the Vice President, a Treasurer, and a  Secretary. During an election, a member may nominate himself or herself or be nominated by someone else to run for office.  Elections shall be held via secret ballot.  A plurality of general Membership shall be needed to elect a member to the Executive Board.  Only members who are undergraduate students in Columbia College, School of Engineering and Applied Science, or Barnard College shall be eligible to vote and hold the office of Vice President or Secretary.  The position of President or Treasurer shall be restricted to members who are undergraduate students in Columbia College or School of Engineering and Applied Science.  No member shall hold two positions in the Executive Board. Elections shall be coordinated by the Elections and Nominations Committee.

Section 2. The duties of each officer shall be:

President shall

( coordinate and oversee the activities of the Executive Board

( supervise the execution of RIA events and programs

( call, and preside over all meetings of RIA, excluding those of the Activities Planning and Coordination Committee, and represent the organization before other groups

( make appointments to committees with a unanimous approval of the Executive Board

( submit a report of the work done during his/her term of office for the succeeding President

Vice President shall

( call, arrange, and preside over the meetings of the Activities Planning and Coordination Committee 

( report directly to the President

( inform the general Membership of new events

( handle all correspondence

( perform the duties of the President in the temporary absence of the President 

( assume the title and the duties of the President in case the President resigns or is impeached.

Secretary shall

( notify the RIA members of the meetings

( arrange meetings, whether scheduled or called by the President

( record accurate minutes of all meetings

( keep records, publications, and clippings relevant to RIA

( provide the Student Activities office a list of executive officers every year

( furnish a copy of the minutes of a meeting for all interested members to read

( perform the duties of the Vice President in the temporary absence of the Vice President 

( assume the title and the duties of the Vice President in case the President or Vice President resigns or is impeached

Treasurer shall

( maintain a detailed record of all financial transactions of RIA

( receive and deposit all moneys due to the RIA

( plan the RIA’s annual budget with the assistance of the Executive Board

( provide financial reports to the Executive Board and the general Membership

( submit financial records to the Student Activities office for audit 

( perform the duties of the Secretary in the temporary absence of the Secretary

( assume the title and the duties of the Secretary in case the President, Vice President, or Secretary resigns or is impeached

Section 3. Each member of the Executive Board shall remain an officer two weeks after the day of the next general elections.  There shall be no term limitations upon any office in the Executive Board.

ARTICLE VII - Electing, Appointing, and Removing Officers

Section 1. General elections shall be held on the first Friday of April, unless otherwise specified by the Executive Board or the Union of Student Organizations office.  

Section 2. Officers’ term of office shall begin two weeks after the election.  During the two-week transition period, the Executive Board and the newly elected Executive Board shall cooperate and shall transfer information about officer responsibilities, administrative procedures, and leadership in general.

Section 3. In case any member of the Executive Board opposes the purpose and the ideals of the RIA, or if any officer is idle at his/her post, that officer may be impeached and removed by the recommendation of the Committee on Internal Affairs to the Executive Board and a three-fourths secret ballot vote by the general Membership.  If an officer decides to resign, he/she shall express that decision to the Executive Board in writing.

Section 4. If an officer resigns or is impeached, a new officer shall be elected according to the rules described in ARTICLE VI, Section 1.

ARTICLE VIII - Committees

Section 1. The standing committees of RIA shall be

· Activities Planning and Coordination Committee

· Elections and Nominations Committee

· Committee on Internal Affairs

Section 2. The duties of each Committee shall be:

Activities Planning and Coordination Committee
( research ideas for RIA events and programs

( plan and implement activities, and events

( execute all announcement, posting, and advertising duties


Elections and Nominations Committee
( organize and run elections

( announce the results of the elections to the general Membership

 
Committee on Internal Affairs
( establish and alter bylaws of RIA, with the approval of the President

( revoke the right to RIA membership from any student who opposes the ideals of RIA and/or in any way impedes the Organization from fulfilling those ideals

Section 3. There shall be no more than five members in each Committee.  These members shall be appointed to a committee by the President, with a unanimous support from other members in the Executive Board.  A member may be removed from a Committee by a unanimous vote of the Executive Board.

Section 4. Special/temporary committees may be formed and dissolved by RIA. These committees may be formed by the President with a unanimous approval from other members in the Executive Board.  The President shall have the right to dissolve committees, but only if other members of the Executive Board unanimously approve. 

ARTICLE IX - Bylaws

Section 1. Bylaws of RIA shall be established and altered by the Committee on Internal Affairs and by the President’s approval.

Section 2. Bylaws of the Executive Board shall be established and altered by the unanimous vote of the members of the Executive Board.

ARTICLE X - Amendments to the Constitution

Section 1. Amendments to the Constitution may be introduced by any member of the RIA. They must be submitted in writing and sponsored by a member of the Executive Board.  If the Executive Board unanimously agrees to cast a vote on the amendment, the general Membership shall vote by secret ballot.  The amendment shall be approved by at least two-thirds of the vote.

ARTICLE XI - Ratification

This Constitution shall be established by a vote of a three-fourths majority of the membership of RIA.

AMENDMENTS

1. The Activities Planning and Coordination committee will no longer report to & be supervised by the vice-president.  Instead, the committee will be present at all of the board’s meeting.

2. The duty of informing the general membership will be transferred from the vice-president to the secretary.  The secretary will be responsible for distributing the information regarding the club’s events to the members.  He/she will compose & send out e-mails.

3. The election shall be held on the third Thursday of February in order to give the new executive board the opportunity to create the budget for the following academic year.  Although the new Board will not begin its term until the beginning of the following academic year, they will bear the primary responsibility for completing and submitting initial budget allocation and pre-calendaring forms.  

