Constitution of the Southeast Asian League

Preamble

  The Southeast Asian League (SEAL) has been established in recognition of the distinctive and rich cultural diversity of the nations within Southeast Asia. These nations are Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam. As such, SEAL is intended to be a forum through which various Southeast Asian groups and students within the Columbia community can come together and share the cultural and social resources amongst themselves and the rest of the University community. It is SEAL’s aim to promote better understanding and cooperation between various the Southeast Asian organizations on campus.  
Article I - Name

  Section 1. The name of this organization shall be Southeast Asian League, hereafter referred to as SEAL.

  Section 2. The President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer of SEAL shall make up the Executive Board of SEAL, hereafter referred to as the “E-Board.”
  Section 3. The E-Board, Event Chairs, Publicity Chairs, Senior Advisors, and Liaisons shall make up the Board of SEAL, hereafter referred to as the “Board.” 
Article II - Purpose

  Section 1. This SEAL body shall provide a forum for Southeast Asian students and groups in the Columbia community to promote further awareness of the region.

  Section 2. The Board shall accordingly organize events that will fulfill the aforementioned purpose and ensure the continuity of SEAL in the Columbia community.

Article III - Membership

  Section 1. Membership to SEAL is open to any affiliate of Columbia University, i.e., undergraduate students, (Barnard College, Columbia College, the School of Engineering and Applied Science, and the School of General Studies), graduate students (from any of the graduate faculties and schools), faculty, alumnae, etc.  It is by no means limited only to students of Southeast Asian origin.
  Section 2. All members have the right to vote for E-Board positions.  Each member is accorded one vote.  
  Section 3. There are no membership dues.  

  Section 4. Membership is terminated when the member notifies the E-Board that he or she longer wishes to be a member, or when membership is revoked by the E-Board.  
  Section 5. Upon graduation, a student member must notify the E-Board if he or she wishes to become an alumni member.  
Article IV - Meetings and Procedures

  Section 1. General body meetings will take place monthly. The Board will meet on a weekly basis.  

  Section 2. All major decisions shall be reached by a 2/3 majority vote of the general membership.

Article V - Officers

  Section 1. SEAL shall have the following officers:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, four Event Chairs, two Publicity Chairs, and Liaisons.  These officers shall be students undertaking undergraduate studies at any of the Columbia affiliated undergraduate schools, i.e. Barnard College, Columbia College, the School of Engineering and Applied Science, and the School of General Studies.  
  Section 2. The duties of these officers shall be the effective and efficient management of all meetings and organization of SEAL events. The President’s duties include the overall management of SEAL to ensure that the year runs smoothly and productively, with the assistance of the Vice President. The Secretary shall be responsible for the minutes and emails to the general body while the Treasurer shall be in charge of money related matters. The Event Chairs will organize various cultural and educational events that fulfill the purpose of SEAL that will be publicized by the Publicity Chairs. The Liaisons shall be responsible for maintaining open lines of communication between SEAL and their respective organizations.  
  Section 3. These officers shall serve a one year term commencing in end of the spring semester and terminating the following spring.  Liaison Officers shall be appointed to the Board by their respective organizations.  
  Section 4. Only members who are undergraduate students enrolled in Columbia College or the School of Engineering and Applied Science may hold the position of president or treasurer. No single member may be BOTH the president and treasurer simultaneously.

Article VI - Electing, Appointing, and Removing Officers

  Section 1. E-Board elections will be held annually 1 month prior to the termination of the spring semester. 

  Section 2. Any voting member wishing to run for E-Board office must have at least 2 nominations from the membership. 

  Section 3. E-Board candidates who receive majority of the votes from the membership will be elected to the office which he or she is running for.
  Section 4. The E-Board holds the right to appoint any voting member to a vacant office in the Board.

  Section 5. A Board member may be impeached by a 2/3 vote of the active membership if he or she consistently neglects the responsibilities of the Board and/or engages in behavior or activities that are disruptive to the existence of SEAL.
  Section 6. In the event of a mid-term vacancy of an elected officer, the E-Board will temporarily appoint a voting member to the office until the next election.

Article VII - Committees

  Section 1. The Executive Board shall form subcommittees as it deems necessary in order to plan various cultural and educational events that would fulfill the purpose of SEAL.  

Article VIII - By-Laws

  Section 1. By-Laws of the organization shall be established and altered by the general membership on the recommendation of members or the Board. They shall be passed by a simple majority of the Board.

Article IX - Amendments to the Constitution

  Section 1. The Constitution and the above articles are no means exhaustive, complete, or final, and are subject to addendum and amendment.

  Section 2. Addendums and amendments to the Constitution may be proposed in writing by any member or the Board.

  Section 3. Addendum and amendments to the Constitution require an unanimous consensus within the E-Board or a 3/4 vote of the entire voting membership.

Article X. Ratification

  Section 1. This Constitution shall be established by a vote of a 3/4 majority of the entire voting membership.
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