
La Torre Roja
Caldes de Montbui/Sentmenat

1. General information

The archaeological field school excavation of La Torre Roja is located northwards (22 miles) from Barcelona,

one of the most important cities of Spain, and very well-known worldwide, since it became Olympic City

in 1992. Nowadays it’s a tourist center of first grade by the side of the Mediterranean Sea.

This archaeological site is placed in a small elevation (393 metres) between two towns, Sentmenat and

Caldes de Montbui, a well-known thermal village since the roman times, and nowadays you can observe

the ancient roman thermal baths. Due to its geographical location became in an important settlement during

six centuries (VI-I bC), and in the medieval centuries (X-XII aC) a tower was built with defensive purposes.

This settlement belongs to the iberian culture, a prerroman culture of the Iron Age which spread out from

the south of France (Llenguadoc) to the south of Spain (Andalusia), just on the East Coast of the Iberian

Peninsula, including Catalonia, where La Torre Roja is located. The iberian culture played an important

role in  all this area, evolving during almost six centuries, until the arrival of the romans to our lands at

the beginning of the II century BC. During the last two centuries bC, the process of romanization turned

the iberians into romans, adopting the latin culture and its language, abandoning the iberian traditions,

language and culture. This process of romanization is well documented in La Torre Roja, and the two

different stages in the village can be observed: the iberian phase (VI-III bC) and the iberic-roman phase
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(II-I bC). At the end of the first century bC the settlers, already romans,

descent to the valley, abandoning the village on the top of the hill, to

establish a new settlement.

Since 2004, FIDES, RECERCA I DIFUSSIÓ HISTÒRICA and the Museum

Thermalia of Caldes de Montbui, with the collaboration of Caldes de

Montbui and Senmenat town halls, have organized international courses

on archaeological excavation. This archaeological field school is included

inside the project: “Society, economy and evolution  of the populating on

the east border in the Laietania between the VI and the I centuries bC”.

2. Course description

In this campaign we will continue excavating on the Iberian village (VI-

I bC) -warehouses, habitational spaces, streets…-, and the medieval

cemetery (VII-XI aC) that occupies a small area in the middle of the Iberian

village. The course runs eight hours a day, six days a week. At the morning,

from 8am to 12.30pm we’ll made fieldwork on the excavation, and at the

afternoon, from 5pm to 8.30pm, work lab. Student will receive an intensive

introduction on basic aspects of field excavation techniques, which are

applied during the excavation time, and will learn to draw archaeological

structures. In the laboratory all the students clean and classify excavated

materials (Iberian, Greek, Phoenicians, Punic and roman ceramic materials).

Every Friday students will learn more about Iberian culture in organized

excursions to other archaeological sites next to Barcelona.

3. Certificates

At the end of the course, students will receive a certificate of participation,

stating that they were volunteers at La Torre Roja participating in archaeological

research.

4. Directed at

The course is open to archaeology students (Spaniards and foreigners) and other

individuals (history students and people who would like to learn about Archaeology).

Previous knowledge or experience in archaeological digs is not required.

5. Sessions

The excavation will be from 31 of July to 27 of August, and is divided in two

fortnights:

1st fortnight: July 31 – August 13. The arrival day of the students to Caldes

de Montbui will be on July 30 (Sunday) and the departure day on August 13 (Sunday)

2nd fortnight: August 14-27. The arrival day will be on August 13 (Sunday)

and the departure day on August 27 (Sunday)



6. Spaces available

The course is limited to 17 participants per fortnight. Reservations

have to be made in advance (May or June), and in case students

couldn’t come they will have to advise in time, to give the chance

to other students to participate in the course.

7. Expenses.

NO PAYMENT IS REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS

EXCAVATION. Only airfare not included, and transport to Caldes

de Montbui (train from the airport to Barcelona and bus from

Barcelona to Caldes de Montbui). Students will hav e to take care

of these expenses (airfare and transport to Caldes de Montbui).

Course includes (provided by organization team):

- Course tuition

- Accommodation in an ancient thermal hotel (Caldes de

Montbui is a well-known thermal village since the roman times)

on the downtown. Rooms of three or four beds. Baths and thermal

showers. Kitchen.

- Swimming pool (free access to all the students).

- Daily transport to/from the excavation site.

- Breakfast on the hotel, and morning snack on the excavation.

- Dinner and supper on a restaurant.

- Accident insurance at the site (provided also by

organization team). We will need some information for the

insurance (complete name, address, passport, date of birth…)

- Attendance certificate and volunteer diploma.

- Conferences every Friday afternoon about local

archaeology and history (in Spanish).

8. Information and reservations

For more information, contact FIDES, RECERCA I

DIFUSIÓ HISTÒRICA (fides_recerca@yahoo.es) or Xavier

Maese (xaviermaese@hotmail.com).
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