Recommended Courses for 
the Interdisciplinary Major in Archaeology
Spring 2012
Students taking the Interdisciplinary Major in Archaeology can take classes in any of the following departments, after consultation with your faculty advisor or with the Director of Undergraduate Studies in Archaeology (Prof. Brian Boyd – bb2305@columbia.edu. If you are studying archaeological anthropology, then contact Prof Zoe Crossland – zc2149@columbia.edu). Classes may also be taken from departments not listed below, after consultation with Profs. Boyd or Crossland

To find other faculty in archaeology at Columbia please start with the list of Associate Directors of the Center for Archaeology. These professors can offer subject-specific advice. You can find this information on the Center for Archaeology web site.

Please note that your course of study should also be discussed with your Class Dean as well as with the program advisors. 
CORE CLASSES FOR THE ARCHAEOLOGY MAJOR:

ANTH V1008y The Rise of Civilization. 3 pts. 

T. D’Altroy
Mon/Wed 1:10 - 2:25pm
This course traces and compares the growth of complex human societies throughout the world from the initial appearances of sedentism, agriculture, and social stratification through the emergence of archaic empires. We will survey rich archaeological discoveries and interpret them through anthropological theory to understand the various ways ‘civilization’ arose in regions such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus River Valley, China, and the Americas.

ANTH W4346 Laboratory Techniques in Archaeology.  3 pts.
Z. Crossland

Fri 2-5pm

Instructor Permission required. Class is capped at 16 students.
This class will train students in methods for analyzing a range of archaeological materials. As part of the course students will work independently on research projects and on a related exhibit.

CLASSES IN ANTHROPOLOGY:
ANTH V3300  Pre-Columbian Histories of Native America 3pts
S. Fowles

Tues/Thurs, 10:35-11:50

This course explores the unwritten histories of Native American peoples following their earliest explorations and migrations out of Asia roughly 15,000 years ago. Major debates in the archaeology of North America are reviewed with a focus upon key regional developments such as the emergence of Chaco Canyon as a ritual center in the American Southwest, the development of potlatch societies along the Northwest Coast, and the rise and fall of Mississippian polities. In doing so, the course offers a re-reading of the Native American past from the perspective of anarchist social theory, broadly conceived. Texts include archaeological studies, native oral histories, and the writings of Pierre Clastres, David Graeber, and Peter Lamborn Wilson.

Major Cultures Requirement: Native American Civilizations: List A. Global Core. 

ANTH V3007 Holy lands, Unholy Histories: Archaeology Before the Bible. (3 pts.

B. Boyd.

MW 2:40pm-3:55

The Prehistory of the Near East (or the Levant – the geographical area from Lebanon in the north to the Sinai Desert in the south, and from the middle Euphrates in Syria to southern Jordan) has been constructed over the last 80 years by a number of different research traditions.The first professional archaeological research carried out in the region can be traced to the post-First World War British and French Mandates.It was not until the 1960s that indigenous researches began to make a substantial contribution to the prehistory of the region, but the colonial legacy remains influential even today.Extensive fieldwork over the last 30 years or so may have supplied a vast and rich data, base, but the fundamental categories of research have remained virtually unchanged since the establishment of the Levantine prehistoric sequence by archaeological such as Dorothy Garrod in the 1930s.Our critical approach in this course will show how the richness and quality of the data lend themselves to rigorous theoretical analysis. 
CLASSES IN ART HISTORY & ARCHAEOLOGY:
AHIS V3250 Roman Art and Architecture 3 pts
F. de Angelis

Tue/Thur 2:40-3:55pm 
The architecture, sculpture, and painting of ancient Rome from the 2nd century B.C. to the end of the Empire in the West. Discussion Section Required.

AHIS W3930 Ancient Rome and its Monuments 4 pts
F. de Angelis

This seminar is an introduction to the main monuments of ancient Rome from the Archaic period to the third century CE. A trip to Rome will take place during Spring Break.

AHIS W4155 Art and Archaeology of Mesopotamia 3pts

Z. Bahrani

TR 2:40pm-3:55pm
Introduction to the art and architecture of Mesopotamia beginning with the establishment of the first cities in the fourth millennium B.C.E. through the fall of Babylon to Alexander of Macedon in the fourth century B.C.E. Focus on the distinctive concepts and uses of art in the Assyro-Babylonian tradition. No laptops or any other electronic devices.

AHIS W3904 Aztec Art and Sacrifice
E. Pasztory

W 2:10pm-4:00pm


This seminar explores the issues of art and sacrifice in the Aztec empire from the points of view of the sixteenth century and modern times.

AHIS W3922 Rome CA 300-1300

H.A. Klein

W 11:00am-12:50pm

This seminar explores the art and architecture of the city of Rome from Late Antiquity through the Middle Ages, namely from the reign of Constantine the Great to the creation of the first Jubilee Year by Pope Boniface VIII in 1300. The course is offered in close collaboration with Ancient Rome and Its Monuments (F. de Angelis) and is conceived as a travel seminar, taking students to Rome during Spring Break.
CLASSES IN CLASSICS:
CLCV W4110 Gender and Sexuality in Ancient Greece
Helene P Foley 

MW 11:00a - 12:15pm
Prerequisites: Sophomore standing or permission of the instructor. Examination of the ways in which gender and sexuality are constructed in ancient Greek society and represented in literature and art, with attention to scientific theory, ritual practice, and philosophical speculation. Topics include conceptions of the body, erotic and homoerotic literature and practice, legal constraints, pornography, rape, and prostitution.

CLASSES IN EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURE:

ASCE V2359y Introduction to East Asian Civilizations: China 3 pts. 

F. Li

Mon/Wed 11:00a - 12:15pm


The evolution of Chinese civilization from ancient times to the 20th century, with emphasis on characteristic institutions and traditions. Discussion Section Required. Global Core. 

ASCE V2361x or y Introduction to East Asian Civilization: Japan 3 pts. 

L. Brandt

MW 11:00a - 12:15p

A survey of important events and individuals, prominent literary and artistic works, and recurring themes in the history of Japan, from prehistory to the 20th century. Discussion Section Required. Global Core. 

CLASSES IN ECOLOGY, EVOLUTION & ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY:

EEEB W3215y Forensic Osteology 3 pts. 

J. Shapiro

TuTh 12:15p - 2:15p

Prerequisites: No prior experience with skeletal anatomy required though students must contact instructor for permission to register. Not appropriate for students who have already taken either G4147 or G4148. An exploration of the hidden clues in your skeleton. Students learn the techniques of aging, sexing, assessing ancestry, and the effects of disease, trauma and culture on human bone. Enrollment limited to 15. Priority given to EBHS majors/concentrators. [Taught every other year.]
EEEB W3910y The Neandertals 4 pts. 

J. Shapiro

W 4:10p - 6:00p

Prerequisites: EEEB V1010 Human Species One hundred and fifty years after discovery Neandertals remain one of the most enigmatic hominin taxa. What do we understand today about their biology, subsistence, culture, cognitive abilities and eventual fate? Are they simply extinct relatives or do their genes continue in many of us today? In this seminar students critically examine the primary research as we attempt to find answers to some of these questions.
CLASSES IN HISTORY:
HIST W1004 Ancient History of Egypt 3 pts
M. Van De Mieroop

Tues/Thur 5:40-6:55

A survey of the history of ancient Egypt from the first appearance of the state to the conquest of the country by Alexander of Macedon, with emphasis of the political history, but also with attention to the cultural, social, and economic developments.

HIST W1020y The Romans, 754 B.C. To 565 A.D. 3 pts. 

V Harris
Mon/Wed 9:10am-10:25am
Rome and its empire, from the beginning to late antiquity. 

History W3764 History of East Africa from early times to the present.
R. Stephens
TR 11:00am-12:15pm

ADVANCED CLASSES IN ANTHROPOLOGY: 
The following courses are graduate seminars that may be open to undergraduates. Undergraduates who would like to take one of these courses should contact the faculty members individually and ask about requirements and  permissions. 
ANTH G4148y  Human Skeletal Biology II-Postcranial Skeleton. 3 pts each.

R. Holloway

Wed 12-2

Recommended for archaeology, physical anthropology, premedical, and biology students interested in the human skeletal system. Intensive study of human skeletal materials, using anatomical and anthropological landmarks to assess sex, age, and ethnicity of the bones. Other primate skeletal material and fossil casts are used for comparative study.

Enrollment limited to 12.  Prerequisite:  Instructor's permission.  

This course should normally be taken in sequence; however an exception can be made in some cases.  Interested students should email Prof. Holloway to inquire.

ANTH G4129 Landscape: interpreting place

Z. Crossland

R 4:10pm-6:00pm
Drawing on readings from anthropology, architecture, art history, geography and social theory, this class explores different theoretical perspectives on the creation and inhabitation of place. The implications of these perspectives for archaeological interpretations of landscape will be explored, by addressing a range of examples, from different times and places. Readings will explore the intersections of place and politics, identity, memory and embodiment, amongst other issues. Students will be expected to develop a case study that explores the questions raised with respect to a particular landscape, past or present. 

AHIS G4085 Andean Art and Architecture
E. Pasztory
M 2:10pm-4:00pm 

Open to undergraduates. Survey of the art of the Andes from earliest times until the Spanish conquest. Emphasis on the nature of Andean tradition and the relationship between art and society.

AHIS G4385 Renaissance Architecture: History and Theory
F. Benelli
TR 10:35-11:50, 


A survey of Renaissance Architecture in Italy through its buildings and its theory, from Brunelleschi to Palladio and the influence to other European country.
