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A collection of 13 essays covering 

~hr is t ian every aspect of "faith of 

i transformationn-the developing . - 
Christian paradigm explaining 

that Christianity is primarily about 
transformation-the transformation 

of the self through a living and 
namic experience of God, who is 
eparate from us, but a part of us; 

and the transformation ofsociety. 

Contributors: Marcus Borg, 
Cynthia Bourgeault, Matthew Fox, 

Don Grayston, Bruce Harding, 
Tom Harpur, Mark Maclean, 

llie McFague, Bill Phipps, Nancy 
eeves, Michael Schwartzentruber, 
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__c_ Tim Scorer, and Anne Squire. 
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Help for ministers 
dealing with divorce, 
your own or others' 

The Center of Continuing Education presents the companion courses: 

Counseling Others through Divorce 
October 30-31,9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Processing a Minister's Own Divorce 
November 1-3,9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

presents two unique courses to help ministers understand 
their own experiences with divorce,as well as those of their 
congregations. Attend one or both events (Processing 
a Minister's Own Divorce is fully underwritten by Lilly 
Endowment, Inc., and is offered to pastors at no cost.) 

P R 1 N C E T 0 N To register, vait www ~tsem.edu/re 
T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y  

Call the Center of Cont~nu~ng Education at 

Shriver rnakes it clear that we 
should study South Africa and Ger- 
many because they now are ahead of 
the U.S. in the devdopinent of school 
curricula, national holidays, and na- 
tional and local inuseulns and meino- 
rials that offer citizens the chance for 
true repentance, true reconciliation 
and a true capacity to work together to 
ensure that past events will never 
again happen. 

Germany since reunification and 
South Africa since the end of 
apartheid offer us dozens of good 
models for what the U.S. might have 
done after the Civil War but ne\er  
dld. It is e~libarrassillg to read of an 
explicit, self-critical, internationally 
recogilized Denknzal, a rnonulnent 
of remembrance, or a Mahnmal ,  a 
nlonulnent of mourning, in Berlin, 
or of Cape Town's District Six Muse- 
um, and then to realize that 
Congress has yet to authorize the 
building of a museum of African- 
American history on the Mall in 
Washington, D.C. ,  or in any other 
way to properly credit those who 
built our country's first centuries 
with their blood-soaked contribu- 
tion of slave labor. 

Similarly. it is chilling to learn 
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Phyllis Trible Lecture Series 

presents 

Women and Words 

with Guest Lecturers 
Mary Gordon 

Barnard College, Colun~bia University 
Susan Niditch 

Amherst College 
Kwok Pui Lan 

Episcopal Divinity School 
Gail Ramshaw 

La Salle University 

March 6 - 7,2007 

The Divinity School 
at Wake Forest University 

Please visit 
www.wfu.edu/divinity/trible- 

lectures.htm1 
for more information 



that few Anlericails are taught that 
400 years ago there were inore than 
500 different indigenous nations 
woven into alliances on this conti- 
nent,  most having been here for 
thousands of ?ears. Can Congress do 
no better to make restitution for the 
forced deportation of hundreds of 
thousands of first Anlericans than to 
perinit tax-free gambling on reserva- 
tions? 

Shriver points to missed opportuni- 
ties for repentance in schoolbooks on 
hnlerican history, a sin of onlission 
that has allowed us to succumb to the 
idolatrous notion of a national mani- 
fest destiny. He  quotes, for example, 
historian Eric Foner. who writes: 

On the eve of the Civil War, the 
econonlic value of slaves in the 
United States was S3 billion in 1860 
currency inore than the conlbined 
value of all the factories, railroads, 
and banks in the counti-). 

How do we begin acts of reconcilia- 

tion that acknowledge such facts? 
How do we rewrite textbooks to 
make clear that slavery was not the 
local habit of a backward, agrarian 
South, but rather the economic en- 
gine that had by 1860 transformed 
this country from a collection of 
coastal European settlements into a 
continental empire? To begin with, 
Shriver suggests, we might all take a 
deep breath and accept, admit, ac- 
knowledge, apologize for and memo- 
rialize the fact that there is no part of 
our country that does not owe a vast 
debt to people of African descent. 

Shriver also quotes Randall Robin- 
son, who provides an even more 
shocking example of repressed histori- 
cal memory: 

To erect the building that would 
house the art that symbolized 
American democracy, the United 
States government sent out a re- 
quest for a hundred slaves. The 
first stage of the Capitol's construc- 
tion would run from 1793 to 1802. 

In exchange for the slaves' labor the 
government agreed to pay their 
ou;nel-s [author's emphasis] five 
dollars per month per slave. 

Can we know this and think we are 
done with the problem of race in 
America because of the Civil Rights 
Acts and the national holiday honoring 
Martin Luther King's birth? 

Shriver calls on all Americans to 
renew the covenant of their citizen- 
ship, beginning by personally acknowl- 
edging that each of us is indebted to 
others of wholly different ancestry and 
that therefore none of us can lay claim 
to any presumption of privilege by 
birth. This could become a national 
covenant, with people entering the po- 
litical sphere via a proper acknowledg- 
ment of the costs of slaveiy and the dis- 
possession of native peoples. 

For this second step, South Africa's 
Truth and Reconciliation Coininission 
and Germany's payinents to the sur- 
vivors of the Holocaust and their de- 
scendants have much to teach us all. 
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