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phiy." His goal is o shed light on the his-
terieal, social, and political evenrs that
gave birth w Maleelm X's ideas, These,
Marable savs, are not sufficiently devel-
oped in the published aumbiography.

Lest someone balle ar the awda-
clous notion of rewriling Maleolm X%
famous, best-selling boak, Marable ex-
plains: “Memory is always selective, |
am not casting aspersions on Malealn
or anyone who writes a narrative or an
autobiography, When a person experi-
enees a tranmatie event like the death
of a loved one or inearceration in prison,

| his mind selecrively edits those things.

If one reads the antobiography, one is
struck by the avtistry, the power of words,
the charisma of the man, but also the
sibences, the things he docsn't say, There-
fore, we must take a kind of scholarly
step back in time, as ivwere, to incorpo-
rate new knowledge and add a rich Layer
of interpretation.”

Marable's team of doceral and mas-
ter's-degree candidates and the Projects

| associate editor, Zaheer Ali, and assistant

| af Malealsr X in 2 brand-new way.

editor, Regina Bernard, working under
the leadership of Cheryll Greene, the
former exccutive editor of Easence maga-
wine, are constracting o Web site through
which one an encounrer The Awtohicgraphy
“The
FBI document: tell us chat on o particn-
lar day in Januvary 1964, Malcolm met
alome with Elijah Muhammad,” Marable
explains, "bat of course the FBI was also
i the room. With access o formerly re-
stricted dosuments, we e 1o know things
palcolm himself didn't know, Who were
the agents whao illegally seived his mail,
or wirerapped his phone? In this way we
get different vantage points from whicl
we can judge the events of the day.”
When completed, Marable savs, “the
weh-hased product we are bailding will be
ahle to campult you back in tme 1w a
speciiic moment—for example, Malouln
X delivering a speeck in Cleveland in
Aprril 1oty You esan see phoetos of the cvent
am the Wel site, IFwe have o recording of
it, you can hear thar, 1 there's a newsveel
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af Maleolie speaking, you can hit another BE ABLE TO or Paul Robeson ar any black voice s

deom i see chat while you read the e, emerged as a leader of the black s

You bt wet ancther icon and see the FREIL CATAPULT YOU The Black Panther

agent’s vepert of the event. And hit an- the COINTELPRO

other one and learn how schelars like BACK IN TIME TO A Even though three hlack gunmen, one

Comell Wese, Farah Jasmine Griffin, who confessed he was a member of the

Fobin [, G Kelly, or Kevin Powell ineer SPECIFIC MOME MNT.” Narion of Tslam, were convicted of Mal-

pret it O get the views of older activists colm's murder, Marable sava it is pos-

whn knew Maleolm, like Amiri Baraka” sible rhar the federal government was
The protetype of the multimedia study i apper Manhatan, the question has involved. "We can’t say for certain, bur

erviranment, which he calls the MSE,  remained how and why Maleolm X was  as we comb through the pagers at the

s iy hnally bae able

and what the eole of the fed-

is almase ready, The foll M5E will rake  murdered
another two and a hall years 1o com eral governmenl w Hearly, the truth fo reeonstruct the events of that day.”

plete, *The beaury of digital rechnel has not yer come oul,” Marable says, “We Marable will count the project a sucoess
ogy s thar it continues to grow,” Mar know o good deal abont the events of il ir ereates a living memaorial o che life
ry thar we're that day, but we de aaey of Maloelm X, develops a new
wny figurein  the New York Police Department, the U5, methodology for the exploeation of his-
vond the houndaries of printed
and tells inoa new, more complen:
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ahle savs, “ The merhodolog

v eloane

wsing s ne |
black history, because it hasn't existed  government, or the FRI knew prior o tory |
antil the last twa or three years” He  the event Also net koo is the involve-  pag
praises the recent work of Abdel Alkal- — ment of FBL agents operating under the  vay the tale of Maleolm X' extracrdi-
ram later known as COINTELPRO.  nary lifee and his even more comples plage
qas the counterimtelligence pro-  in today's coloure. #

n, authorized by the FBI director

'|'n|4--:|||I whic

imat, i the Universi

has put together “a veal education ser-
wased learning covironment
that charts the elronalogy of Maleolm X 1. Edgar Hoover to disrupt and destroy

Simee that Faral wpehs Sunday alrernoon King or Malcolm or Stokely Carmichael  years, 2 now 2 5@
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MALCOLM X ON eBAY

How his private papers aimost ended up scatfered amang the highest bidders g

Im ¥ s now the subject e e B e A
of three-way negotiations amang his daughtess, Butberields auction ar= [E] memra i
o, and a Florida mam whe briafly ewned tham, The
d and Malcalm |
¥'s persoral Koran, Rutterfialde planned o sell th cumernts Laet N 50 e .Jq.-: TR
and had abse put the items up on eBuay, which owna the au
s, But queesdions qul arase mgarding the papers” owners
Butterfislds stopped il Auc
In the HJrInE{lf 1999, Malikah Shabazz Brown, one of Malcolm R's sk 4 -;...“‘.':.';.Tr;;‘::' i A T
Ithaut the consent or knowledge
of her slsters, rn.m Mew York City fo & town near Orlando, Florida, There Wik P cotm B U e - 3 gl 2
sh purt them in & storage kocker, Within about two months she kel
, bearving the pagpers Lehind, T reni on the storage space werit J s v R
In Seplember 2001 the faciiiy's swners offered the = i
lames Calhcun, & Fleridn rasidant. bought the mabarial T e W
t tn Buttesfields. The auction house nover cantached —-- gz
the Shabazz family, who found cut about the sale onky when Butberllelds
begart achertising it -
Shoukl Malcolm X's daughters get the dosuments back, thay will place B T A
them in the Schomburg Certter for Research In Black Culture, a division s S vt A i ol i
of the Mew York Public Libeary. But the family would still own them. b
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