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" The last ﬁva tunau they eama. e
lhajr conducted a %mmute clasa ;
wﬂh the youth.
. During this t::mu t.hay mv:tad

fogeay local artists to perform. This day *
(¥ is no different. Three spoken- .
%0~ word poets traveling with the

group are scheduled to perform. -
 *Getting the ;attention. of
y{'mng people in the midst of this: -

o ‘massive media onslaught, MTV

and Hot 97, really: requires that

1. you use what ‘appeals to :ruung Sehe
o pﬁﬂ]ﬂﬂ but.  carefully,” said Fio
™ Alfred, theYale Law School =
e -L'mﬂunta who h:m-alfu-a muni- !

cian; “You can't just useartasa.
huoktodmwppoplemandthan e
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out into small groups where the
inmates talk and write around
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ings will be collected into an
ﬂnthdmthntwﬂevmtuallybe
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Columbia stu@ntu ent the
-mmihuﬂwlﬂamhapﬂnhm.
“[It's] very unpredictable. You
never know what to expect,” said
Ole Martin Ihle, a Norwegian
graduate student from New York
University who has an interest in
Africana Studies. Though he does
not attend Columbia, he cross-
registered for the course.
Some days the inmates in
Ihle’s group want to talk and

’“‘ﬂtﬂ: other days they don't. He,

dlcthnwthaﬂlbaunanygwgn_

Friday. Bmmaufthatmm
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the course at Rikers Island came

at 'a time when many colleges

mthemuntnthatuﬁemd-

similar programs were beginning

to cut back on prison educition
programs.
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they are greeted by metal detec-
tors. To their right is a window
where they turn in their state-
hdgm.ﬂlﬁudnndhmdaﬂsthan
pass though two electrical
doors—with no handles—that

‘clang shut behind them.
‘They walk down yards of non-

descript corridor, sterilized with
dwmfectﬂnt.'l‘hemllhangnaﬂ
over the jail. They pass a line of
kids—inmates—who look no

older than 17, and are dressed in
a blue jean/white T-shirt uniform.

The inmates curiously look over
the pain-clothed civilians and
make catcalls at the Columbia

girls as they walk by. But the stu-

dents maintain their focus.

~ They're here to take care of busi-
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of the inmates are Black and

. Brown fhced,,}uat as Alﬁ-ad
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ed by correction officers, file in
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“What is the first thing that
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‘Barton, the Columbia student,

asks her group of three inmates. -
“Pm in the wild, 'm free,” Leon
Flowers, the 18-year-old inmate
ues. “I ain’t locking no doors when

I go back home—I want mnae'

dmrﬂopan!'
“I’mm,}ml,ldm’tkm says

when Pl'ﬂﬂ'-lptﬂdtumwar'

Cuun-ﬂnay'ﬂ question. “It's just
them; . Shooting.. fighti " he

“Would you leave?” Courtenay

mhwaedma'
-mess hall. After the Columbia

askahlm.
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. responds. ﬂreenmm.mlfou.
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et—a picture of the sun bursting

“into- brilliant . colors above the
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“You've got to travel—that's

'mtwhmwut. Flowers tells.

his fellow classmate. |
But Green has a lot on his

mind these days. He is the father
“of a 1-year-old girl and he has

another child on the way. Recent-
ly, he: was convicted and sen-

" tenced to 2 years in jail for rob-
bery and says he will eventually

be sent upstate to serve his sen-

After the breakout session,
Alfred offers the inmates an
opportunity to share their writ-
ing and rhymes on the mike. As
the inmates take over the mike,
thﬂ}'ﬁndﬁ‘ﬂedommtheum

mwﬂﬁHﬂMMt

A Zﬂ-ﬂa}'-'l,ng

| '-“WWﬂHmdofthmr

semester-long workshop. |
The boys are ordered to make

a double line by the mess hall

‘wall and their numbers are called
‘off by their correction officers.

- As they trudge out, several of
ﬂlﬂmmatmmmm:lyatﬂm

Columbia students. The parting
“is emotional for- Od_ lumbia stu-
mmlmﬂ'l'nvrm

Travrnier, an undergraduate
from Massachusetts who is
majoring in psychology, looks
straight ahead as the boys leave.
As the last few exit, she breaks
down.

mﬂﬂﬂmﬂmheanupen
ence that they will not forget,”
said Frank Dody, who is the prin-
cipal of Island Academy.

As Alfred’s class leaves the
mess hall, a reluctant rain begins
slowly. It falls faster while they're:

away from Island Academy, over

~ the Francis R. Buono Memorial

Bridge—that  short distance
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