CCSC

Date:  November 16, 2008 

Location:  Satow Room  

Minutes Prepared By:  Ian Solsky 

Purpose of Meeting:  

· Updates

· Co-Sponsorships
· Academic Affairs Updates
· A+ Grading Disparities

· Summer Research Opportunities Survey

· NROTC
· Swipe Access
· CCSC Evaluation 
· Measurable Progress

	Agenda Item 1 | Updates | CCSC


Discussion:   

2012 Class Council: 

2011 Class Council: 

CCSC 2011 successfully pulled off our Couch Potato event, despite much
of the planning occurring over election weekend.

We are now looking forward to Non-Senior Night, tentatively planned
for December 5th at Tokyo Pop or Havana Central (depending on how many
of the other councils help us out, the two factors are price and
number of students that can attend). If you're 2010 or 2012, please
let me know what your board thinks ASAP!

We're working on extending Lerner Hours for out Night Light party,
which we're planning along with Bacchanal. Any advice on leveraging
that would be appreciated!

And we've created an action plan for Columbia University Dance Marathon.
Our goals:
— Raise $2000 for a five person team at CUDM
— Recruit 5 people to participate as a team
— Support these dancers through moraling efforts at the actual event.
Plans:
— Two "canning events" on Sun. Nov. 30 1 p.m. and  Sun. Dec. 7th 9 a.m.
— Possibly donate part of the proceeds from Non-Senior Night if people
buy more food than the free allotment?
— BAKE SALE!?
2010 Class Council:
1. Alumni

Friday, 11/14, Valerie and AJ along with other class Alumni representatives met with Dean Wittner, Paul Pauvlika, and Adam Levine to discuss student-alumni programming for this semester and next. We will be following up this meeting by submitting priority lists of events to Paul by the end of the week.

2. Casino Night

Thursday, 11/13, all three councils: CCSC, ESC, and SGA, hosted Casino Night. Sue was the point-person for CC 2010 and thus one of the key organizers of the event. Casino Night 2008 proved successful: turn out was notable, and attendees very much enjoyed the live jazz, free food and drink, and multitude of prizes.

3. Service

Friday, 11/14, Michelle Tam, our 2010 Service Director, lead many students, both on the committee and regular members of our class, to Broadway Presbyterian Church from 10am to 2pm. Participants prepared pies in the kitchen of the church for the attending homeless individuals.

4. Pie in the Sky

Next week, 11/23, CC 2010 will be hosting its signature Thanksgiving event, "Pie in the Sky." The event will be in Broadway Sky Lounge on 11/23 from 9pm to 11pm. We will  be providing a whole host of free pies and beverages. Please come!
2009 Class Council: 

 1.       Apply for Your Degree: Nov. 11th, 10:00am-2:00pm (Roone)- Very Successful, 800+ Attendance

· Very important event coming up. Mandatory for all Seniors. Formal application for Degree.We have also welcomed many other offices such as CCE and Fellowships to participate as to get more information about their resources to students. There will be food and giveaways.


2.        Senior Tailgate: Nov. 15th 11:00am (Stadium)- We won! The food was great!

· Working with SEAS 2009, we'll be throwing a large tailgate/cook-out before the last home football game of the season, the last opportunity to watch a game at our stadium as a student. This is open only to CC/SEAS Seniors. 2 IDs to Drink. 

3.       After The BA: Nov. 18th 7:00pm-9:30pm (Brdwy, Skylounge)- Coming Up Soon!

· With this event, working with the Office of Student-Alumni Programs (Paul Pavlica), we'll be bringing in Alumni to discuss life after graduation and some of the issues students might face. It will be structured as a discussion panel, with breaks for free networking. This event will be catered. 

4.       Lerner Pub: Nov. 20th (Party Space)

· Senior's 3rd Lerner Pub of the year, hosted by CC'09. We'll be looking for Juniors to volunteer; this gives them an opportunity to see how an alcohol event is handled. 


5.       Senior Excursions: "CC'09 Takes Broadway"-Update, "Spamalot" Dec. 9th

· Our 3rd Senior Excursion of the year, CC'09 has subsidized 35 tickets to go see "Spamalot" to a resale price of $10. This is only open to CC'09. 


6.    Finals Study Break: Dec 7th

7.       Senior Fund/Senior Week

· Senior Fund and Senior Week committees have been formed. The chairs are Kristin Kramer and Melissa Santos respectively. 

University Senators:

SAC elected a new representative to the executive council, Dimitrios Vasilatos of the B-school

Plenary is this Thursday; we will be ratifying a new manifesto for the SAC, presenting an update to our continuing work with athletics admission for grad students, and requesting more information about the state of co-signer loans for international students.
Rishika has agreed to work with me on the establishment of a Commission on  Diversity. We plan on meeting with the head of the External Relations committee and submitting a proposal for the establishment of the Commission to submit to the Student Affairs Caucus.

Academic Affairs Representative:

Meeting with Dean Yatrakis on Friday:

· A+ issue, three options: 1) leave it as it is A+=4.33, 2) eliminate A+, 3) keep A+, but have it worth 4.00; issue needs discussion so we can present our views to COI if we decide we want it to be addressed

· Course syllabi online: problem is professors need to authorize its display (intellectual property issue), so they don't do it because they forget, or don't know that they should; thus we need to find a way to ask/remind professors to do it

· Research opportunities in the summer: we created a survey to learn about students' interests (Academic Affairs needs this to know where to put the research money into); we should review it and see if there is anything we should add

Student Services Representatives:
Pre-professional Representative:

Meeting with CCE to get together a CCSC Professional Series. We would be having different discussions, workshops that pertain to be a young professional( public speaking, etiquette, etc) I will update you all more once I meet with them this week.
Director of Technology:


- Met with Robert Taylor and Barak (CCIT) -- forgot to mention this
last week -- and was told that we need to show more broad support
among the student body for the CU Portal.
- Have developed a survey with Ian to this effect.
- Still working on polling system.
- Updated CCSC '09 website as requested
- Updating about page for CCSC high priority -- hopefully done before
we meet Sunday


VP of Funding:


1. Met with administration, ABC, SGB, ESC and Reslife on Wednesday and discussed:
- Group no shows: There was a 22 page list of rooms that groups didn't use but booked. We will develop an email reminder system and easy cancellation system for the Fall semester. All cancellations will be put on the Lerner website and Lerner flat screens so that other groups can book the free space. For now, it is the councils and governing boards' responsibility to follow-up with groups that are no-shows and remind them to cancel their reservations.
- Classroom (Hamilton) space: We will research into why the e-rooms cost $400 to book and see if this can be made into a deposit rather than a flat fee. We will also look into the possibility of pre-calendaring non-e-rooms after 8pm.
- Catalog for Unused space: SGB is working on a guide to space reservation/security and facilities fund

2. Went to GSSC meeting and they approved the inter-council agreement. Please see attached for the final version as of November 13, 2008.
VP of Policy: 

1. rotc forums this wed. and thursday 7 pm - 9 pm 
2 R.I.P swipe access
Student Body President:

Thank you to our E-Board and those who stepped up in my absence last week. Ian and Robyn have some 3-1-1 information that I had, so we can start an advertising push and refine our approach to 3-1-1. I’ve called Candace Fleming to follow up on a Portal related meeting (I emailed her about a meeting 3 weeks ago, but she did not get back to me). I am meeting with Deans Shollenberger and Quigley on Monday and Wednesday of this week (they both cancelled on me last week). We will make a date to put back together the Dean’s Discipline committee and come up with ideas to bolster the College image. There is a lot of NROTC activity this week that the councils will facilitate. Adil, Learned and I will be meeting with leaders of campus queer groups to discuss any concerns they have had about the NROTC process and to be on the same page.

VP of Campus Life:

Lion's Den Program
Moving right along.  First leadership meeting Sun. 11/16 @ 3pm in SGO.  Please continue to tell your friends about the program and have them email me to express interest/get on the mailing roster.

Glass House Rocks
Is anyone interested in being in charge of Glass House Rocks?  There are a few requirements so please see me to inquire further.
Also,


First GHR committee meeting this Tuesday, 11/18 @ 12 noon in SGO.  Please spread the word and let people know that anyone can join the committee and help to plan GHR.  If they cannot make that meeting, please have them email me.

Social Networking Site
Any ideas for what a networking resource for student leaders might facilitate?  Just curious about what this is?  Please speak with me.

VP of Communications:

-Columbia 311:  

George has now gotten me the contact info of the Columbia employee who had at one point worked on the NYC 311 system.  His name is Michael Elkin.  I will set up an appointment with him as soon as possible and hopefully he will have advice on how to improve our system.  Robyn is creating a flier for 311 which will be finished by next week.  Once the flier is complete, we will have a flier campaign and also send out the second 311 email of the semester simultaneously to try to get more students to use the system.  Also, I think that CCSC needs to constantly flier for 311.  A few 311 fliers need to be up in key locations at all times.  CCSC has to constantly remind people to use the system. 

-Student Health Advisory Committee (SHAC):

The next meeting is this upcoming Friday at 1 pm.  As of now, SHAC has three goals it wants to work on:   1.  marketing  2.  stigma associated with using mental health services  3.  nutrition.  We will address how the committee will work on these three issues at the meeting. 

-Portal:  Ali and I will meet within a day or two to discuss specific portal content and layout.  A tech survey has been created to gauge student interest in the Portal and it will be sent to administrators for approval.  

Additional Notes on Updates From Meeting: 

-After Laura passed around a sheet of “no-shows:” groups who had reserved space in Lerner but failed to actually utilize the space, it is noted that there needs to be a better way to currently cancel space.  

-Laura will be looking into the process of hiring security guards for group events.    
-Monica:  Alpha Chi Omega’s “Crush Party” at Campo on Thursday at 11:30 pm.

-Tuesday is the Senior Class Council’s “After the BA” event; all are welcome.

-Everyone should join the Glass House Rocks Committee.  The committee is open to all Columbia students. 

	Agenda Item 2 | Co-Sponsorships | Laura Doan


Discussion:

Laura presents two co-sponsorships.  “Basement Bhangra” will take place on December 5th in Roone Arledge.  Three hundred dollars was requested, but the co-sponsorship committee decided to allocate $100 for the event.  The second event is held by the Organization of Pakistani Students.  The event is a panel about public health issues in South Asia.  The event will include other groups like AAA and AMSA and it will take place on November 24th in the Satow Room.  One hundred and fifty dollars was requested, but CCSC has decided to allocate $115.  

Decision:
All vote in favor of these two co-sponsorships. 
	Agenda Item 3 | Academic Affairs Updates | Karen Woodin & Sara Partridge 


Discussion:  

There have been concerns about disparities between departments about the A+ grade.  Some humanities and language departments will not give students A+ grades on their assignments, while other departments—particularly Math and Science based ones—will.  This issue has been one the Committee on Instruction has wanted to work on in the past but previously they did not have student input to address it.  There are three options:  1.  leave the grading system as it is  2.  eliminate the A+  3.  Keep the A+ letter grade but have it weighted as a 4.0 rather than as a 4.33.  The reason for weighting the A+ as 4.0 rather than 4.33 is to put all students on a level playing field in regards to honors.  An A+ will still appear on a student’s transcript thought it will be weighted as 4.0 in their GPA.  Although some are against the idea of not weighting an A+ as 4.33, the majority of council members think that the third option is the best.
A survey for summer research opportunities is being worked on and will be sent out to the student body soon. 

	Agenda Item 4 | NROTC | CCSC


Discussion:  
NROTC will be a big conversation on this campus for the next two weeks so it is important that all council members are educated about what is happening.  The NROTC forums will take place this Wednesday and Thursday; the NROTC survey will be sent out on November 24th.  The amount of time that students will have to submit their responses to the survey is still being debated.  The format of both forums is pro v. con.  The councils are still working out some format logistics because there are more individuals who want to speak for the con side than those who want to speak for the pro side.  It is noted that several campus groups including CQA and the College Republicans are not aware that there will be a second NROTC forum taking place on Thursday in addition to the one on Wednesday.  Adil notes that a potential reason why the second forum has not yet been widely advertised is because the room that the forum will take place in has not yet been secured.  In regards to council responsibilities in addressing the NROTC issue, CCSC was to take care of the survey; ESC was to organize the panels; SGA was to secure the room for Wednesday’s forum; GSSC was to secure a room for Thursday’s forum.  George’s school email, which will highlight the NROTC forums, will go out tomorrow to hopefully get as many students as possible to attend the forums so that they make informed votes on the survey.  In moving forward, CCSC should continue to advertise the two forums (particularly the second one) and should contact CTV to see if they can film the forums for students who cannot actually attend them.        

A question is asked in regards to an article in the Spec or on BWOG which described CC students getting kicked out of a NROTC planning meeting.  Adil clarifies what that article was referring to.  Back in September, a few groups were invited to meet with council members so that council could receive suggestions on how to address the NROTC issue.  This was simply a planning meeting and was only about how the issue should be tackled.  Certain groups heard about the meeting and were upset that they were not invited.  However, this meeting was not to exclude anybody but was simply a way to help push the issue forward.  Additionally, when the councils held a second meeting at request of those groups who felt excluded, the turnout was poor.  The councils’ goal has been to be transparent and even if that first meeting wasn’t so transparent, the point of having it was so that all future meetings would be transparent and open to all.  All CCSC members should try to attend the forums.  In a future meeting, CCSC needs to address transparency as it relates to everything we do.        

	Agenda Item 5 | Swipe Access | Adil Ahmed


Discussion:  Swipe access is no longer an issue CCSC will work on simply because the administration does not want to see it happen at this time.  It is not worth CCSC’s time and effort to pursue this issue right now.  It is important that we continue to look into the issue, but we will not devote as much time and energy to it.  Nonetheless, CCSC is still working on lounge policies. 

	Agenda Item 6 | CCSC Evaluation | CCSC


Discussion:  By the end of the semester, CCSC should be able to show measurable progress.  CCSC needs to be able to point to multiple goals that we have accomplished over the semester.  As has been seen with the Swipe Access, certain issues are not worth CCSC working on if no true progress can be made to them.  When Deans are enthusiastic about one of our projects, it still takes a lot of time to happen; when they are pushing against us, it is near impossible.  CCSC needs to tackle issues that can realistically be addressed.  CCSC goes around the room and every member says an issue that they will be working on and that they think they can truly make progress on:  
Adil:  Course packet materials

Laura:  Space issues

Ali:  CC Portal

Sue:  Study Abroad

Colin:  Manhattanville Committee

Sean:  A CUIT blog of printers that aren’t working (note:  this already exists so perhaps it can be added to the Portal so that students actually know about it).
Aaron:  “Did You Know” Campaign and Meal Plans

Priyanka:  Improving bathrooms

Tiffany:  Include an “Ambassador touch” to 311

Rishika:  MTA discounts

Melissa:  Making the pre-professional office more visible

Learned:  Work on swipe access issues that can be addressed.  Some Barnard students have classes in EC and should be able to swipe in.

Valerie:  311 and making students aware of what council is working on

Diego:  2012 Bicycle Share Program

Aki:  Improving the Sophomore housing process

Sarah:  Putting printers in more locations.

Erik:  Publicizing internships.

Sara:  Public Place

Tom:  Dean’s Discipline

Mark:  Linking students with alumni networks.  Perhaps, round 2 of the Art of Community Campaign.

Karen:  Summer study abroad. 

Monica:  Senate seat allocation.  Making the Senate more visible. 

Ian:  311 and the Portal

Robyn:  Social networking site for student leaders.

George:  Dean’s Discipline/Party Policy and bolstering CC’s image (George is meeting with Dean Quigley this week to discuss this). 
	Next Meeting


Date:  November 23, 2008 
Time:  8 PM 
Location:  Satow Room 

Improvements To Be Made:

· “Go to the point when you’re talking.”
· “The moment of silence was a terrible way to tell CCSC that Swipe Access working was no more.  It made Swipe Access seem like a frivolous trial.”
Attendees: 


George Krebs                               Colin Felsman


Adil Ahmed                                         Sue Yang


Laura Doan                      Valerie Sapozhnikova


Ian Solsky                                    Learned Foote


Ali Raza                                        Sara Partridge


Tiffany Dockery                       Tom Amegadzie


Monica Quaintance                           Sean Udell


Karen Woodin                                   Erik Kogut


Aaron Edmonds                              Aki Terasaki                                                                                                          


Priyanka Gumaste                              Sarah Chai


Diego Arango                       Kimberly Lipman-          


Melissa Santos                                White (ESC)            


Mark Johnson                   Cassie Spodak (SGA)                             


                                 Martha Turewicz (BWOG)                       


                                              Lien Hoang (Spec)                           


                                                                                                         


Tardy:


Robyn Burgess                           Rishika Samant 


                                                                                          Apologies: 


AJ Pascua                                          Melissa Im


Mallory Carr                              Hannah Wilentz








