CCSC

Date:  December 7, 2008 

Location:  Satow Room  

Minutes Prepared By:  Ian Solsky 

Purpose of Meeting:  

· Kreb's Korner:  Announcement

· Updates

· Co-Sponsorships

· University Senator Resignation

· Portal Update

· Columbia 311:  Questions for Michael Elkin

· Dean's Discipline

Agenda Item 1 | Announcement | George Krebs

Discussion:

Rumors about potential candidates for the upcoming CCSC elections have appeared on BWOG.  Obviously, CCSC would not discourage its members from starting to prepare themselves for these elections, however, it is important that everyone stays focused with our greater mission of improving this campus for the student body.  Politicking for future positions must always be secondary to fulfilling the responsibilities of our current positions.

Every CCSC member must compile a list of everything that he or she has accomplished this past semester so that at the start of next semester CCSC can give a “State of the College” report. 

Agenda Item 2 | Updates | CCSC

Discussion:

2012 Class Council: 

1)   Non-Senior Night

-- Saturday, December 5 from 10-midnight at Tokyo Pop

-- Co-sponsored with class of 2011

-- Very successful! Lots of people showed up and had a lot of fun :)

2)   Cookies and Cards for the Holidays

-- Our first community service event!

-- December 5 at 2PM in Carman Basement

-- Want a chance to celebrate the real holiday spirit? Come help bake cookies for the Seniors at Jackie Albertson Center in conjunction with Rotaract. If you've got an artistic streak why not make a few Holiday cards for the soldiers? Holiday music will be provided. It's a great chance to give back to the community in a holiday fashion.

-- We made about 120 cookies and 10 cards!  


3)   Midnight Milkshakes

-- December 7 from 11PM-12:30AM

-- Stressed out about Reading Week? Need a chance to relax? Need a milkshake? This Sunday night come enjoy a Midnight Milkshake at the John Jay Lounge. Four different flavors means there's something for everyone! Enjoy chocolate, vanilla, strawberry and Oreo! This event's being done with CCSC '09 so be prepared to see a real Senior, up close and probably sipping on a milkshake.


4)  Winter Wonderland

-- We had our first committee meeting this past Friday, December 5 from 1-2PM.  We have a very enthusiastic committee and are excited about the formal!  

-- However, there has been a huge budget cut from last year because of all the cuts being made recently, so we are trying to be as frugal as possible :( any tips?

5)  Inter-council meeting

-- December 9, 7-9PM

-- A meeting with the elected reps of CCSC, ESC, and SGA 2012

6)  Weekly calendar

-- We are looking into getting "spots" near the John Jay and Carman elevators so we can post a weekly calendar of events such as concerts, study breaks, information sessions, parties, etc.

2011 Class Council: 

We had a study break last Sunday at 10 p.m. in McBain-- huge thanks to
the class of 2010 for their inspired study guides. We gave out
megatons of Red Bull and candy.

We had our Non-Senior Night on Friday, which was definitely a success.
Working with Tokyo Pop might be a good idea for the other councils,
though I advise you to be careful with the terms of the contract,
specifically relating to what parts of the restaurant you have
reserved at what times. The food and drinks were great.

Bacchanal and CCSC '11 are teaming up to throw an End-of-Semester
Fiesta featuring musical performances by the 3 BANDitos - Kitchen
Cabinet, Movie, and Raul!  Join us on the last day of classes,
12/8/08, from 9 pm to midnight in Lerner Party Space for a concert AND
party with lots of free food, sombreros, pinatas, and a whole bunch of
fiesta-y flair!

Finally, we are planning for our study break after the CC exam, during
which we will provide pizza.

Looking ahead to next semester, here is a copy of our Alumni Affairs
plan for next semester, put together by the wonderful Lisa Weber:
1. We would like to participate in approximately two museum trips if
possible, one to the American Museum of Natural History early in the
semester in February, and another one to the Cloisters, later in the
semester, such as in late March or April.  These museum fieldtrips can
either be guided by an alumni tour guide if there is one available,
such as in the case of the American Museum of Natural History, or we
can invite various alumni, as well as our grandfather class, to come
along on the tour with us, such as to the Cloisters.  Whatever time is
most convenient for the alumni would be perfect for us as well, since
we are very flexible.
2. We would also love to host small dinners with alumni in whatever
way possible.  We could join with other classes on this initiative, or
try to host a dinner with our grandfather class.
3. We would also love to have a Class Opening Night event at the new
location for the Columbia Alumni Office, as was suggested in our last
meeting, when the time comes.
4. Lastly, our class with the help of the Center for Career Education
will be hosting an Internship Fair in April, where companies will be
coming to Columbia to give students an opportunity to see what is
available to them, and I believe that several Columbia alumni will be
tabling at the event with their companies as well, but I am sure that
we could use help in reaching out to more alumni who may wish to join
us at the event. 

2010 Class Council:

1. Pre-Professional

a. CAA Information Session

Hosted an information session by Creative Artists Agency last Tuesday, 12/2. The agency represents stars including Maryl Streep, Drew Barrymore, and John Mayer. Its representative discussed summer internship opportunities.

b. Interview Boot Camp

Hosted an interview boot camp at which students could informally practice those crucial interview skills. We even brought in successful seniors as panelists, including Rhodes Scholar, Jisung Park. Unfortunately, attendance was slow, so we will organize this event for the Spring Semester.

2. Final Study Break of the Year

This Wednesday, 12/10, we will be hosting our last study break of the year from 10pm to 11:30pm on Lerner Ramps. In the spirit of the holiday season, we will be giving away free sugared goodies, including sugar cookies, cupcakes, and hot chocolate.


2009 Class Council: 

-The 2009 Class Council “most certainly did not have an underground bar Crawl on Friday” and “it will not be happening all of next semester.”  

-Tonight the 2009 and 2012 Class Councils will host an event with free milkshakes.

-The council has been working on finding the class day speaker.  They have norrowed down a list of potential speakers to twenty names.  This list will be sent out on Tuesday to the members of CC'09 and they will all have an opportunity to vote for the speaker they would like to hear most.

University Senators:

Bollinger presented to the senate on the endowment, his comment was "we haven't lost as much as harvard has." Our speculation was it might be around 15-25 percent.

The consensus from exec re: study day was that this issue should be raised via the education committee which meets Dec 19th. Sue and I will stay in touch to prep for that meeting.

The SAC has made a task force searching to improve student involvement and communication. To submit ideas or get involved please email sac@columbia.edu.

NROTC will not be presented to the senate. The results were deemed "inconclusive" and seen as not mandating action. Thanks everyone for your help.


Academic Affairs Representative:

-The research survey is ready, and will be sent out during the first 3-4 weeks of classes.

-There has been more discussion on the A+ policy, Dean Yatrakis didn't think the paper survey would be a great way of getting student opinion, so we're thinking of alternate ways of doing this.

Student Services Representatives:

Things to work on during Winter Break:

-Meet with Pre-professional office
-Contact various Columbia Graduate Schools
-Meet with CCE again
-Have a proposal for my event 

Pre-professional Representative:

Housing Meeting:

Sophomore Regroup should take place this year. Additionally, there will be no same suite/ same room selection.

Housing is still not sure what changes will be made to the exclusion suite process. It will probably remain the same for the upcoming year. However, groups with all seniors will be able to register first.

Lerner Screens:

Access was granted so slides should go up shortly. We will probably start opening them up to student groups next semester.

Health Services:

Committee will be working on mental health issues, marketing, and nutrition.

Upcoming meetings: Dining- please let us know if you have any concerns. 

Director of Technology:


Drafted a plan for the Portal with help from Ian and George -- will
submit it to CUIT Interactive Services for further consideration.


VP of Funding:

1. Meeting with John Murolo from Public Safety on Tuesday and possibly Natalie Heba from UEM to discuss student group billing and the Securities Fund.
2. Finalizing joint co-sponsorship form and self-growth fund so they're rolled out in January.
3. Met with Glass House Rocks Planning Committee and signed inter-council agreement. Amounts each council is contributing:
CCSC: 9169.33
ESC: 3194.89
GSSC: 1800*
SGA: 5399.36
*The remaining $436.42 that should be covered by GSSC per the ratio on the inter-council agreement will be covered by GSSC pending a vote by GSSC in the Spring.


VP of Policy: 

1.) Survey results are out. Will be talking to Senators about their course of action. Details about each school's percentage Pro and Con are available, and have been distributed to Senators only. 

2.) See our Policy Committee Email. This week we rounded out all our issues for the semester, and have developed steps of action to take at the start of next semester. Student-centric issues are dominant, lets stick to that. 

Student Body President:

We've made great headway on Dean's Discipline procedures after a meeting with Kevin, other students and relevant administrators (I'll explain more during our meeting). Next, we will hold a meeting so I can meet with interested students to discuss our next steps for subsequent meetings in the Spring. Hannah heard from a student who was concerned with the campus smoking policy, so I've connected her to the appropriate admin, so our council can play a role in making policy. Our Portal is going ahead swiftly after meetings with Ali, Ian and I under Ali's guidance. The issue of space was addressed in a "Space Committee" meeting and the procedures that came out of that meeting (implementing an effective mechanism to cancel space reservations if that space isn't being used) will go into place beginning next semester.


VP of Campus Life:

Tree Lighting  = Success!

Next Study Break- Stress Free Zone.  Broadway room in Lerner.  Wednesday 12/10 from 10pm-11pm.  I've already sent a blurb to the presidents.

Glass House Rocks:  Time Travel theme for the whole event.  I am in charge of the 5th floor and will require volunteers for the event on 2/5.  Please mark your calendars.  Also, if interested please join my committee in charge of logo/advertisements/decoration design.

I will provide a full calendar of Spring Semester CLC events once I receive room confirmations from UEM.

To those of you who signed up for the Campus Life Committee but do not participate, I hope for your presence in the Spring Semester. 

VP of Communications:

The hard drive of my computer crashed and I therefore lost certain CCSC related documents such as last week's minutes.  I'm in the process of seeing if I can recover those files—hopefully, I can.

-Columbia 311:  The second round of 311 emails were sent out this week.  A flier campaign to advertise 311 also began.  We will continue to flier during reading week to try to promote the system.  A few CCSC members STILL haven't sent out their 311 emails, please do so!  And more than a few CCSC members did not flier this week.  The E-Board will provide all CCSC members with tape at tonight's meeting to help facilitate the flier process.  Everyone will be required to put up at least 15 fliers in their designated location this week.  It is vitally important that everyone puts up their fliers by Wednesday.  I also have a meeting with Michael Elkin, Columbia University's Chief Client Officer who worked on the NYC 311 campaign to discuss ways to improve the system.  I will be meeting with him on Tuesday December 9th at 11 am.  If you are interested in coming to this meeting let me know.  We will solicit questions for Mr. Elkin at tonight's meeting.    

-Student Health Advisory Committee (SHAC):  The mental health, marketing, and nutrition committees have been established.  Each committee will define their specific project for next semester in the coming weeks. 

-Portal:  Ali has drafted a proposal for the Portal which will be sent to CUIT Interactive Services.  At tonight's meeting, please let us know if you have any final suggestions for the portal as we will soon be moving into the development stage.  

Lerner Screens:  For whatever reason, the website to set up the screens has not been accepting my password and I have not been able to log on.  My password should be changed on Monday so our presentation should be up shortly. 

Additional Updates:

Study Abroad Advisory Committee (Sue Yang):  Working on joint resolution with ESC and GSSC proposing that the Office of Global Programs and its faculty committee strongly consider creating faculty-led study abroad opportunities.  We will also put forth another resolution to the Center for Career Education and the Office of Global Programs for more summer internships abroad, and with a language component.

Study Day (Sue Yang):  Meeting with Dean Yatrakis on Tuesday December 16, Senate's Education Committee meeting on Friday December 19, which FFSEAS Senator Rajat Roy will attend.  The Executive Committee of the Senate agreed that it was an important issue to further discuss.  SGA is willing to help, but has not taken action on the issue.  No word from GSSC.

Tonight was Lien Hoang's last night as CCSC Spec reporter.  She has covered CCSC for two years and has done a fantastic job fairly writing about CCSC activities.  Thank you Lien for all of your great work!  

Agenda Item 3 | Co-Sponsorships | Laura Doan 

Discussion:  

Laura presents three co-sponsorships.  The first is for CU Dance Marathon, which has been a long standing tradition.  This is the 9th year the event is happening.  Finally, they are being recognized by SGB as an official group so hopefully next year they will be allocated funds.  This year, they requested $500 dollars from the co-sponsorship committee and the committee has recommended to give them the full $500.  The second group, AMSA, requested $2460 for a student-doctor dinner, but CCSC has recommended giving them $500.  The final group was the CU Food Sustainability Project, which grows produce in a garden in Pupin and then sells the produce.  They requested $500 to replace a shed that was accidentally taken by Columbia Facilities.  The committee has recommended to give them the full $500. 

Decision: 

All CCSC members vote in favor of these co-sponsorships. 

Agenda Item 4 | University Senator Resignation | CCSC

Discussion:  George said that on Friday he found out that there were procedures going on in the Senate to impeach Tiffany Dockery, CC'09 and a CCSC University Sentaor.  Apparently there were some issues with her attendance.  However, before the impeachment process happened, Tiffany resigned her position.  George and Tiffany talked and the senate position just simply was not the right thing for Tiffany at this time.  Hopefully, Tiffany will contact CCSC at some point; though obviously, we respect her decision.   That being said, CCSC now needs a new senator to finish off the second half of the semester.  Procedurally, the CCSC constitution states that we first need to solicit nominations for the position from the student body.  Then CCSC will vote upon who we think will best handle the responsibilities of the position.  An email requesting nominations for the Senator position will be sent out before winter break and CCSC will make a decision upon resuming meetings in the Spring semester.     

Agenda Item 5 | Portal Update | Ali Raza

Discussion: 

Ali, George, and Ian met with different members of CUIT to discuss the creation of a student portal.  This meeting went really well and we are now moving forward with the portal.  Ali has written up a proposal that was sent to CUIT Interactive Services.  CCSC will hear back from CUIT about what services they can provide and at what cost and then will decide upon the next step of action.  Hopefully, there can be a working model of the portal up by the end of February.  

Agenda Item 6 | Columbia 311:  Questions for Michael Elkin | Ian Solsky

Discussion:  

Ian will be meeting with Michael Elkin, Columbia's Chief Client Officer, who also worked on the roll-out of NYC's 311 program.  CCSC discussed specific questions to ask Mr. Elkin about at this meeting.  Some of the questions to be asked include: 

How frequently should 311 emails be sent out?

Would the creation of a 311 website be utilized by the student body and help the efficiency of the system?

Did the NYC 311 program track the types of problems that were submitted to see if certain trends were appearing?

In the actual implementation of the NYC 311 program, were there ever moments when the number of people utilized the system decreased?  And if so, what was done to get more people to utilize the system.?

Agenda Item 7 | Dean's Discipline | George Krebs

Discussion:  

George had a meeting with Kevin Schollenberger, several Columbia students, a representative from the Office of Judicial Affairs and someone from the Center for Student Advising to discuss Dean's discipline.  The meeting went extremely well and a lot of work was accomplished.  At this meeting, it was discussed that students felt that information was withheld from them at Dean's Discipline meetings, that students need to know the rules and procedures of Dean's discipline, that the titles the administration used for violations committed were too severe in tone, and that there should be a student advocacy group that can help students through the process.  Today, when a student gets an email that they have a dean's discipline hearing, the email includes a link to a website that lists the procedures of Dean's Discipline.  Students are now encouraged to come in and look at their profiles.  Last fall, there were twenty-two people who asked to review their profile.   This fall, there were fifty people who asked to look at their profile even though there were significantly less dean's discipline cases this Fall.  Certain students were concerned about what information from a dean's discipline hearing is shared with graduate schools or employers.  Students self-report any violations they have committed to employers and graduate schools; Columbia can only confirm or deny this information.  In terms of the student advocacy council that CCSC was pushing for.  CCSC's original intention was to have students on it; however, the administration didn't want to set up a situation in which students are pitted against administrators.  Therefore, the specifics of how this council will work needs to be better defined.  For the time being, there will be three or four of the advising deans trained in the dean's discipline process and they will be available to students who have questions about the process.  These deans can even come with the student to the hearing if the student would like them to.  In the fall of next year, there will be applications for students to join the student advisory council once it is better defined.  Some loose ends need to be tied up, but the good news is that progress is being made on the issue. 

Next Meeting

Date:  January 25, 2009 

Time:  8 PM 

Location:  Satow Room 

Improvements To Be Made:

· “Happy Holidays!”

Attendees: 


George Krebs                        


Adil Ahmed                                         Sue Yang


Laura Doan                      Valerie Sapozhnikova


Robyn Burgess                             Learned Foote


Ian Solsky                                    Sara Partridge


Mark Johnson                           Tom Amegadzie


Monica Quaintance                           Melissa Im


Karen Woodin                                   Sean Udell


Rishika Samant                                  Erik Kogut                                                                                                          


Priyanka Gumaste                     Hannah Wilentz 


Diego Arango                                 Aki Terasaki


Melissa Santos                                   Sarah Chai


Ali Raza                                Kimberly Lipman-                                     


Mallory Carr                                   White (ESC)          


Colin Felsman                  Cassie Spodak (SGA)                  


AJ Pascua                              Lien Hoang (Spec)                              


                                                                                                                                    


Apologies: 


Aaron Edmonds (excused)       Tiffany Dockery


 








