CCSC

Date:  February 15, 2009 

Location:  Satow Room  

Minutes Prepared By:  Ian Solsky 

Purpose of Meeting:  

· Updates

· Co-Sponsorships

· Flex Off-Campus Update

· Study Abroad Advisory Committee

· Alcohol Policy

· CCSC Elections

	Agenda Item 1 | Updates | CCSC


Discussion:

2012 Class Council: 

1)  Alumni Dinner
We are inviting 4 students to join alumni from the classes of '62 and '87 for dinner in John Jay Dining Hall on Wednesday February 25th, followed by dessert on a floor of John Jay. There will be free food and lots of time to ask Columbia College alums about their experiences at Columbia. Dinner begins at 6PM in John Jay Dining Hall and dessert will begin at 7PM.

2)  Community service committee
We are asking anyone who is interested in having an active role in serving the communities of Harlem and Morningside Heights, including participating in class projects, but more importantly in planning their OWN project, to join the Community Service branch of our Student Council.  Our community service representative, Nida Vidutis, will be in charge of this committee.

2011 Class Council: 

Today, we tried a new time for our study breaks. We served breakfast
food, i.e. coffee and donuts and bagels, at 11:30 a.m. in McBain
Lounge. We called the study break "Valentine's Day: The Morning
After."

We are also working on Faculty Auction along with the Engineering
Student Council. The event will be held on February 27th, and we are
donating the proceeds to Community Impact.

Finally, we are looking into the possibility of holding an information
session regarding Study Abroad. We enjoyed collaborating with CCE for
the internship fair, and think we can provide outreach while taking
advantages of the resources already offered students.

2010 Class Council:

1. We will distribute tickets to 26 members of our class to attend the Broadway musical, Chicago, for a performance on Friday, February 27th at 8pm. In mid-April, we will distribute another round of free Broadway tickets.

2. We are currently advertising two open positions on our council: Director of Student-Alumni Relations and Class Dinner Organizer. We are still collecting responses, and will be naming these individuals shortly.

3. We originally planned a study break for next Sunday, 02/22, where we will feature food from Chipotle. However, it appears that we may postpone our study break until Sunday, March 1st. More updates will be given once available.
2009 Class Council: 
Lerner Pub: Celebrate Good Times
We had to cancel our Feb 11th pub, but another on will be coming up soon in the beginning of March.

If things pan out well for the rest of semester, we plan on holding an extra pub in April.
___________________________________________

Senior Portraits and Year Book
 Information and new dates for Senior Portraits were announced, as well as information concerning Yearbook ordering.

___________________________________________

Senior Excursions
We're subsidizing 35 tickets to be sold to students of our class to see the Knicks vs. 76'ers February 27th
University Senators:

Rishika: Planning for the Student Leaders Forum is underway.  Our potential head speaker is Suzanne Malveaux, CNN news correspondent who  graduated with a master's degree in broadcasting from the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism in 1991.The event will take place sometime this late spring, more details to follow. We are looking for student leaders in columbia college who can participate in the forum. 

Billy:  It sounds like John Jay dining hall will be open during reading week from 9pm-2am. I'm working through the Senate IT committee to get wireless internet put in there; it will also hopefully reach John Jay lounge.
Academic Affairs Representative:

· On Feb. 18th I will have a meeting with the Teaching Evaluation Advisory Committee to see how we can move forward with getting Professor Evaluations online

· I am researching with CCE whether or not having our GPA on a 4.33 scale as opposed to a 4.0 one affects Columbia students with employers, as a step to decide the direction of the A+ policy

Student Services Representatives:

Pre-professional Representative:

* Been in contact with the Mock LSAT woman, Sarah. She wants to have it on February 24th, 2009 from 4-8. She wants to know weather this is a good time period for it to be done.

* Also, Sarah would like to hold informational events about the LSAT and law school. It would be nice to gather input from CCSC to find out if that's something we want to do.

* Last semester, I spoke about doing a CCSC pre-professional series. After meeting with CCE, I was told that we should better utilize the services that CCE has for Columbia students, instead of over-programming.

* Planning a meeting with Megan from the Pre-professional office about possibly putting out mock transcripts for students interested in Med School.

Director of Technology:


- Regarding portal, worked with Ian and George and contact person at
CUIT. (Had phone conference.) We have a solid plan to move forward and
now need the approval of higher-ups such as Robert Kasdin. George has
a meeting with him next week. Keep your fingers crossed.
- Resolved issues surrounding F@CU with Brody. Beginning work on it.
- Everyone should be up to speed regarding Lerner screens now. If you
didn't read my previous e-mail, please do.


VP of Funding:

VP of Policy: 

- developing strategy for campus-wide space policy
- adding publicity of spaces currently available that students do not
use (Kent,  Hamilton, etc.) to 311 campaign
- everything Policy committee related
- will talk to Michael McNeil this week about public smoking laws on campus
Student Body President:

Meeting with Robert Kasdin this Tuesday to discuss our approach to the Portal. We hope to secure funding and have a timeline in place for it.  Met with Scott Wright concerning things that his department may have to cut back on to save money (packages center closing on Saturday, Lerner Lobby closed at night-- except at high volume times). Elections Board Chair James Bogner and I are speaking Tuesday, if anyone is interested in discussing how elections will be conducted this Spring, please attend. Finally, I will be pursuing a new course for debating Columbia's alcohol policy. Many seniors are very interested and we will move forward with administrators on a new party / alcohol policy.

VP of Campus Life:

VP Campus Life Update
1. The Iron Chef Competition will be on Friday, 2/27.  Please encourage all of your friends who cook to register for the event at www.tinyurl.com/ccscironchef

2. We need more people on the Campus Life Committee in order to have successful events through college days.  Please come and encourage any friends interested in event planning to also join so that we can have more great events this semester.

VP of Communications:

311:  Fliers have been printed and each 311 rep will be required to put the fliers up this week.  Additionally 311 emails will be sent this week.  I am trying to set up a meeting with the “Ask Us” people to discuss the changes to the 311 program as discussed at last week’s meeting. 

CCSC Guidebook:  I will be working with George so that the structure for this can be set up in conjunction with the Town Hall.  

Student Health Advisory Committee:  The nutrition subcommittee met this week and will be working on a “Guidebook for Health Eating” for Columbia Students.  We may try work with local merchants to get them involved too.  

	Agenda Item 2 | Co-Sponsorships | Laura Doan 


Discussion:  Four co-sponsorships were presented.  CSC asked for $700 for their Lunar Gala event, but the co-sponsorship committee recommended $300.  The co-sponsorship committee recommended $295 for the production of the Vagina Monologues.  The Haitian Students Association is having an event on February 20th and asked for $305; the committee recommended giving them $305.  Lastly, CQA requested $150 for their first Friday dance and the committee recommended giving them $150.  
Decision:  All CCSC members vote in favor of the four co-sponsorships. 
	Agenda Item 3 | Flex Off-Campus Update | George Krebs


Discussion:  The administration is looking for more “non-restaurant” establishments to utilize Flex.  Duane Reade and Pinkberry are being looked into.  Students should encourage these establishments to use the Flex system.  If anyone has any suggestions for new Flex locations, they should contact George or Michael Novielli.  Village Copier is suggested as a location that students would use Flex at because of course packs.  A map is being made which will show all of the establishments that offer Flex.  This map will be posted online and in the Lerner lobby.  On a side note, the Business School is now accepting dining dollars.        

	Agenda Item 4 | Study Abroad Advisory Committee | CCSC 2010


Discussion:  The Study Abroad Advisory committee has been working to expand the summer study abroad program because it is the area where the most progress can be made in.  The good news is that the administrators are on the same page as the committee about what changes need to be made to the study abroad programs.  The major obstacle at this point is primarily funding.  CCE is looking to figure out what information would be most helpful to students and they will then hold workshops that address these issues.  There have been some problems with the CEO London programs because of visas.  CCSC can help CCE figure out how to get students more face to face time with CCE.  Some ideas include having CCE walk in hours in Lerner.     

	Agenda Item 5 | Alcohol Policy | George Krebs


Discussion:  Columbia’s Alcohol and Party Policy is something a great number of students are concerned about.  The administration sees their role to promote an academic environment and thus they have issues with a majority of events that involve alcohol.  However, the students’ position is that there is a time for academics but there is also a time for socializing.  Although this is an issue that primarily affects the senior class council; Alcohol policy has always been an issue and thus underclassmen should also be involved in this process.  CCSC 2009 talks about the 40s on 40 event.  This even has been sponsored by the deans for the past three years.  However, it was a reaction to the event which was not institutionalized at one point, which caused a great number of security issues.  This year the deans do not want to have the event because of financial reasons but also because they do not feel that it is an appropriate event, one where the major draw is alcohol.  The senior class council will be meeting with administrators this week to come to a compromise.  The council’s position is that while CCSC 2009 wants to compromise with the administrators they feel that there is a way to hold the event in an appropriate fashion without completely canceling it.  Alcohol policy is not something that only affects the councils and it should be worked on in regards to private parties as well.  At Harvard, individuals can register parties and as long as students follow Cambridge laws, there are no issues.  At Columbia, there are a number of rules that are placed on top of the state laws which make it difficult for students to have parties.  CCSC will continue to address the Alcohol/Party policy.  CCSC should look into the policy of having excess alcohol dumped down the drain after an event rather than having it stored for another event.          

	Agenda Item 6 | CCSC Elections | CCSC


Discussion:  The current elections schedule as created by the Elections Board is: 

February 20 - Candidate and Party Registration forms due (Available on website as well)
February 22/23 - Rules meetings (possible make up on 24)
February 25 - Ash Wednesday
March 2 - Lent
March 9 - Midterms
March 16 - 20 Spring Break
March 25 - Poster Approval
March 26/27 Poster Stamping
March 30 - Campaigning Begins
April 5 - Palm Sunday
April 9 and 10 - Passover begins at Sundown
April 4 - 2012 Debate
April 7 - 2011 Debate
April 13 - 2010 Debate
April 14 - At Large Debate
April 15 - Senate Debate
April 16 - Executive Debate
April 20 Moratorium at 9am
ELECTIONS April 21 and 22
May 4 - Last Day of Classes  

However, CCSC needs to do a better job advertising for CCSC elections and thus we are going to try to push back the Candidate and Party Registration Forms deadline to try to solicit more candidates.  George is meeting with Elections chair James Bogner this Tuesday at 8 pm.  Anyone who is interested in attending this meeting should contact George. 
	Next Meeting


Date:  February 22, 2009 

Time:  8 PM 

Location:  Satow Room 

Attendees: 


George Krebs                                   Laura Doan


Sara Partridge                                      Sue Yang


Matthew Harold                           Joey Goldberg


Zahrah Taufique                           Learned Foote


Ian Solsky                                          Melissa Im   


Mark Johnson                           Tom Amegadzie


Erik Kogut                                    Diego Arango                              


Monica Quaintance                      Billy Freeland                                                                                                         


Priyanka Gumaste                     Hannah Wilentz 


Diego Arango                                 Aki Terasaki


Melissa Santos                                   Sarah Chai


Ali Raza                                Kimberly Lipman-                                     


Rishika Samant                               White (ESC)          


Colin Felsman                  Cassie Spodak (SGA)                  


AJ Pascua                     James Downie (BWOG)                              


                                                                                                                                   


Apologies: 


Sean Udell                                        Heather Oh 


Karen Woodin





Tardy:


Aaron Edmonds                               Adil Ahmed 


Robyn Burgess                       Brandon Shulman                                                        








