Environmental Sustainability Resolution

WHEREAS, it is the mission of Columbia University “to support research and teaching on global issues,” and

WHEREAS, perhaps the most pervasive and important global issues facing our generation are environmental degradation and neglect, and
WHEREAS, Columbia University is in the unique position as an academic leader to create a campus conducive to finding solutions to these great problems by promoting environmental sustainability in its purchasing, building, and education decisions,
BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

In order to reduce its environmental impact and set an example of sustainability for other institutions to follow, Columbia University commits to and takes the following steps:
1. Enact institutional change
The administration should admit the environmental problems facing civilization are serious and rather urgent, and that the university has an active responsibility not only to engage in research relevant to understanding global social-environmental-economic issues, but also to embody in its daily operations the principles relevant to addressing them.

2. Perform a comprehensive audit of the University’s environmental impact

Understanding the social and environmental impacts of the university's daily operations is a critical first step towards mitigating them. A reasonable model for this is the Penn State Indicators Report, released in 1998 (second edition in 2001); by now there is a plethora of such analyses freely available online.

This could be conducted by an outside firm at a reasonable cost (see for example the Carbon Disclosure Project), but could be conducted to much greater beneficial effect by a collaboration of administrators, staff, students, and faculty.

3. Reduce energy consumption and increase use of alternative energies

Convert all lighting to high-efficiency fluorescent bulbs, and add dimming settings and motion and light sensors to all switches. Set lights to automatically turn off if there is no motion in the area, or if there is already sufficient lighting.

Replace all old and inefficient systems and appliances, including computers, with energy-efficient (EnergyStar-certified, where appropriate) analogues on the next upgrade cycle.

Endorsement of Wind Power Now resolution for reduction of carbon emissions, NOT simply carbon offsets


Fixing windows and replacing/ repairing inefficient appliances


Adjust heat in buildings (especially dorms) according to actual outdoor temperature

Campus wide, per-building energy use monitoring 


Install EnergyStar appliances in all buildings, including in dorms, labs, and graduate housing


Set all University computers to energy saving modes, i.e., sleep mode instead of screen saver, etc.

4. Reduce water consumption

More thorough checking and fixing of leaks

More efficient washing machines and other appliances


Continue installing water saving mechanisms, including dual-flush, low-flow toilets, front-load washing machines, low-flow shower heads, and water-free urinals, to all parts of University
Install campus wide per building water monitoring program

5. Reduce material waste and use
Institutionalize double-sided printing with reduced margins and 100% recycled paper
Reuse functioning electronics, appliances, and computers by donating them to relevant charities in the city, or to university employees.



Purchase supplies and foods with minimal nonrecyclable packaging.

Provide recycling bins (one paper, one metal/glass/plastic) in each dorm room and office


Place informational placards above the bins to prevent paper waste

Ensure CUIT purchases products from companies whose products contain no polyvinyl chloride and toxic flame retardants and who follow an evironmentally responsible worldwide take-back program for their used products


Ensure responsible hazardous waste removal practices
 
Install battery recycling locations around campus

Purchase a sufficient number of trash and recycling bins on campus and reorganize existing bins to be more efficient

Create recycling centers where students know they can bring ANYTHING to be recycled (clothing, bottles, appliances, boxes, etc)




Provide recyclable/biodegradable to-go containers




Buy furniture from responsible vendors



Purchase more hardwood/tile, and recycled carpet




Purchase environmentally-friendly cleaning products for facilities




Purchase organic uniforms for all University workers


Use environmentally friendly paints, varnishes, etc. used University wide




Purchase environmentally-friendly office supplies

6. Support sustainable food systems
Purchase more local, seasonal, and organic foods in all campus eating establishments

Continue level of vegan/vegetarian options


Purchase free-range eggs


Cut down on grain/energy intensive meat on menu

Only provide sustainable fish in all campus eating establishments


Composting preconsumer and postconsumer waste, and establish student composting facility

7. Support sustainability education of the Columbia community

Energy contest (Recyclemania) backed by student councils


NSOP events on sustainable living


collaboration between student councils and green groups to hold
visible, successful sustainability events

Create a database forum for info sharing


FOIA provision


Accountability within departments

Commitment in Frontiers to at least one environmental issue per semester

First-year seminar on sustainability

Like AlcoholEdu, a required EnvironmentalEdu for all incoming first-years that explains how each individual can live sustainably and shows what the University does to be sustainable


Provide information on green living (what kind of lightbulbs to buy, etc) in each housing packet that goes out to incoming first-years

Increase the Eco-Reps program that has a stronger relationship with the RA program

8. Support sustainable transportation options
Air travel for admins/faculty offset with RECs or Carbon Credits


Preference list for train travel if possible instead of flying


Establish on-campus student-run biodiesel facility to convert waste grease into usable fuel for shuttle busses and facilities vehicles


Establish student bike-sharing program
9. More sustainable grounds keeping practices

Replace concrete with impervious surfaces for rainwater to soak into ground

Reduce use of salt during snowy/icy weather


Collect rainwater from buildings for use to
reduce impact on Combined Sewer System


Compost leaves/grass cuttings


Use less chemical fertilizers

10. Increase transparency of environmentally related University decisions
Provide clear information about CU's environmental impacts compiled and readily available to students


Hire more staff for Office of Environmental Stewardship to expedite process of gathering and organizing this information

11. Increase sustainable building standards for University buildings, present and future
LEED standards for all buildings

Use sustainable materials in buildings

Create green roofs


Sustainability restrictions on leases for vendors in Columbia-owned
buildings (Barnes and Noble, Morton Williams, etc.)

Lease to vendors who can provide students with sustainable/green products

Extend student group voucher usage to vendors in neighborhood who sell green products

