Columbia College Student Council 

Resolution on Voting Rights for Elected Representatives

October 5, 2008


WHEREAS, every spring semester, Columbia College students come together to vote for candidates running for the Columbia College Student Council (CCSC).  Among the many choices offered, Columbia College students have the option to vote for three class representatives.  It is generally understood that these representatives are voted in for the purpose of representing their constituents in CCSC.  
WHEREAS, several years ago in a constitutional amendment, elected class representatives lost their eligibility to vote at CCSC at-large meetings;  elected class representatives also became exempt from the general attendance rules set for the other elected members of CCSC.  
WHEREAS, since the aforementioned events, elected representative turnout to CCSC at-large meetings has been very low, and consequently elected representatives do not fully serve their mandate of representing their class.

WHEREAS, the elected representatives of the classes of 2009, 2010, and 2011 want to work with CCSC at-large for the purpose of forging a strong relationship between current and future elected class representatives of the class of 2012 and the entirety of CCSC,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a constitutional amendment be made to the CCSC Constitution which:
1) Includes elected representatives as voting members at CCSC at-large meetings
2) Mandates all elected representatives to attend all CCSC at-large meetings;

3) Takes into account that point two may not be fully enforced until Spring Semester 2009 when all elected representatives must have freed their schedules for all  CCSC at-large meetings;

4) Requires all elected representatives follow the general CCSC attendance policy for current voting members starting in Spring Semester 2009;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all elected representatives will be automatically included in CCSC-wide initiatives such as “Columbia 311” and be required to serve on the CCSC Campus Life or Policy Committees. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the executive board schedule more time for questions and debate to facilitate a larger voting body and provide more space at CCSC at-large meetings by adding a fourth table to our currently weekly board meeting set-up. 
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