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Columbia College

Commission on Elections, Nominations, & Appointments

Student Council Elections Regulations – Spring 2002

1)Eligibility and Candidacy

A. Any full-time Columbia College student in good academic standing, and who is registered as a member of the electorate s/he is seeking to represent, is eligible for office.  For Fall Elections, only first-year students may run for class positions.  In the event that executive board or non-first-year positions are vacant, students may run in the fall election to fill the open positions.

B. All prospective candidates must comply with CENA regulations.

C. Each candidate is required to file a Candidate Registration Form by the deadline set by CENA. 

D. All campaign activities are subject to university dormitory, dining hall, ACIS, and other official regulations.  Candidates are responsible for checking with the appropriate University staff members or with CENA when considering campaign activities not described in these regulations. 

E. Write-in votes will be accepted.  Submission of Candidate Registration Forms will not be required for write-in-candidates.  Anyone, however, who announces his/her candidacy in any way, will be considered a formal candidate; as such, s/he will be bound by all regulations. 

F. Candidates for University Senator must abide by the election regulations of the University Senate Election Committee.

G. Late submissions will not be accepted unless previously authorized by CENA

2)Parties 

A. Only candidates for executive board and class councils can form parties; the ballot itself will recognize such parties.  

B. A party running for e-board positions may run only with all of the following positions: President, VP for Policy, VP for Campus Life, VP for Funding, and Secretary of the Board.  The entire E-board will be voted for as a ticket.

C. Candidates for Class President and Class Vice President must run as a ticket - i.e., as part of a party or as an entire party unto themselves. 
D. Class Representatives may run as part of a party or solo. 
E. Candidates running for class council may run only with other candidates for class council positions.  That is, the party can include up to 5 candidates (class president, vice-president and 3 delegates). 

D. No party names may be affiliated with any national or campus-recognized group.  All party names are subject to the final approval of CENA. 

E. By the date announced by CENA, each party must submit to CENA a Party Identification Form, including the party name and names of all other members of the party.  Any inconsistencies among party/candidate forms may result in invalidation of the party. 

F. Candidates may list their party affiliations and any running mates on any printed material approved by CENA. 

3)Endorsement

A. Prior to announcing or publicizing in any way endorsements received from campus organizations (except the media), a candidate must submit a completed Candidate Endorsement Form to CENA. 

B. The Candidate Endorsement Form must be completed and signed by the president of the endorsing organization, certifying that the organization decided to endorse the candidate by majority vote at a full meeting of the organization. 

C. Endorsing organizations may not provide financial or material support (e.g. Endorsing organizations cannot supply campaign posters) to candidates.  Their members may campaign on behalf of candidates, but must comply with all CENA regulations and distribute only materials submitted to CENA by the candidate and approved by CENA. 

D. Candidates may not campaign on any event flyers of their endorsing organizations (e.g. candidates names cannot appear, advertised as a candidate, on event flyers.)

E. Executive board members of campus organizations must be officially endorsed by their organizations in order to use the organization’s name on campaign materials.  Furthermore, e-board members should be treated as an ordinary member of the organization while campaigning.

F. Candidates may not be endorsed by the Columbia College Student Council, Activities Board at Columbia, Student Governing Board, Community Impact, Club Sports or the Inter-Greek Council.

G. A candidate may not use his or her current position on CCSC to further his/her candidacy

4)Campaign Materials

A. Candidates may produce no more than 300 flyers to post or distribute as campaign materials.  

- 10 % (30) of these flyers may be printed with colored ink.  

- Individual candidates or parties are allowed up to 10 banners.  Banners are to be no 
bigger than the equivalent of 15 standard 8.5” x 11” pages.  The number of 
standard page-equivalents used in making banners will be deducted from your 
total page allotment.  For example, if you make 5 banners measuring 17” x 33” 
(the equivalent of 6 standard pages), 30 posters will be deducted from your 
allotment.

- The remainder of the flyers must be standard photocopies printed with black ink.  

- Flyers may be printed on colored paper.  

- Flyers should be no larger than 8-1/2” x 11”.  

- 8-1/2” x 11” sized pages may be divided in half or in quarters for use as palm cards.  
However, each palm card must be individually stamped.  

- All flyers must be submitted to CENA by the announced deadline and, upon approval 
by CENA, individually stamped with CENA’s approval stamp by the candidate.  
No other campaign material will be permitted.
B. Party members may pool their flyers.
C. CENA will prepare Election Centers, which will placed in various dorms and Lerner Hall.  These consist of large poster boards covered with all submitting candidates’ election center posters.  In addition, CENA will attempt to put these informational posters online.  Each candidate may submit to CENA 20 one-half page posters for the Election Centers.  A template is available online (www.columbia.edu/cu/cena/ectemplate.dot).  You need not adhere strictly to the template but these posters should contain a standard headshot of the candidate and must be 8.5” x 5.5”.  

D. Anything distributed in association with a campaign is considered campaign material.  Said material is subject to guidelines forbidding obscene, discriminatory, alcohol-related, and materials otherwise determined offensive by CENA.  CENA reserves the right to reject materials and require the submission of new/revised materials. 
E. Campaign materials may not mention or attack, directly or indirectly, other candidates in any way.

F. Candidates will be responsible for the placing of their own posters after submitting them to CENA.  Posters may not be placed on windows, glass doors, residents’ doors (except by permission of the resident), or put in university offices.  Note that the university has specific guidelines regarding postering and poster removal.  Candidates are responsible for the location of their posters.  Candidates may not eliminate damage, cover opponents’ posters, or place posters in unauthorized locations. 

G. No alcoholic beverages may be served in connection with a candidate’s campaign. 

5)Campaigning

A. Campaigning includes, but is not limited to the following: Any attempt to solicit votes, distribution of materials, door-to-door canvassing, public announcements, and telephone canvassing.  Unsolicited mass e-mail canvassing is not allowed by ACIS, and therefore will not be allowed during campaigning. 

B. Candidates are responsible for the campaign-related actions of those whom they encourage, request, or solicit to be a part of their campaign.  Further, candidates should notify such persons of the CENA regulations. 

C. Door-to-door campaigning may not take place during quiet hours assigned for each day. 

D. Candidates may campaign using the Rolm system, but are subject to the rules of the Office of Telecommunications.  Any campaign messages sent through Rolm are subject to all campaign rules. 

E. Campaigning may not take place within posted voting areas during voting times, 

F. Candidates may not knowingly misrepresent themselves or factual information in any way during campaign activities.  Candidates may not attack, the character of another candidate or in any way knowingly make false charges against another candidate’s position or experience. 

6)Referenda

A. In order to place a referendum on the ballot, a petition containing the valid signatures of 150 full-time Columbia College students must be obtained and/or two thirds of all voting members of the Columbia College Student Council (CCSC) must vote to place a question on the ballot.  Such action must be completed before the assigned deadline in order for the questions to qualify.  CENA will consult the current CCSC regarding the inclusion of a question in extreme cases.

B. Referenda may be either amendments to the CCSC Constitution or survey questions for the College electorate.  In order to amend the constitution, however, one third of the electorate must vote on the questions.  A simple majority of those voting will constitute passage. 

C. At a date to be determined by CENA, all referenda must be submitted to CENA for approval prior to circulation. 

D. CENA reserves the right to reject the wording of any referendum.  Groups will be given the opportunity to reword and/or resubmit any rejected referendum.  Any such submission must be within 24 hours after rejection. 

E. Approved referenda will be available for circulation the following morning 

F. Campaign materials used by groups opposing or supporting referenda must conform to CENA rules regarding campaign materials (rules 4C-F). 

7)Ballots/Voting

A. A simple plurality of votes will suffice for the victor in any office. 

B. A representative of the Office of Student Activities Committee must be present when the votes are tallied 

C. Commissioners will tally the number of students who have signed the voter register and compare that number to the vote totals.  If the discrepancy is greater than 2% or if the discrepancy is greater than the margin of victory, the election will be declared invalid. 

D. Appeals of election results may be made to CENA in writing or by email by any student within one day of the announcement of results.  Results become official after the last appeal is decided. 

E. Positions on the ballot will be determined by Lot.

F. Time and place of polling are to be decided by CENA.  CENA reserves the right to make minor changes in the schedule if they are deemed necessary. 

G. In order to vote, students must present a valid CUID and be verified as registered in the electorate.  All Columbia College students will be allowed to vote for all offices, except that only members of a particular class may vote for the President, VP and class representatives of that class. 

H. No candidate may request a re-count unless the numerical difference between the candidates total and the named winner's total is less than or equal to one percent (1%) of all votes cast in that race.  Such request must be submitted to CENA within one day of the announcement of the results. 

J. All decisions of CENA are final unless reversed through appeal to the Judicial Committee.   

8)Communicating with CENA

A. All communications with CENA must be submitted in writing in the CENA box in the Student Government Office between the hours of 9-5, or by email to cena@columbia.edu. 

B. No materials regarding confidential matters that are submitted to CENA will be disclosed to anyone outside CENA with the exception of candidates' names, phone numbers, email address', and materials submitted to qualify for candidacy, or in the case of a judicial committee hearing (see below). 

C. Late submissions will not be accepted unless previously authorized by CENA

9)Rule Violations

A. Allegations of rule violations must be submitted on a Rules Violation Form as well as by email to cena@columbia.edu.  Any submission must clearly identify the rule(s) allegedly violated and cite specifically the action(s) alleged to constitute the rules' violation(s).  All evidence documentation, corroborating accounts, and other materials intended to support the complaint must be attached to the Rules Violation Form. 

B. Anyone submitting a Rule Violation Form to CENA must also provide a copy of the Rules Violation Form to the alleged rules violator, who may then submit a rebuttal to the charges to CENA in writing. 

C. CENA will investigate and rule on the rules violation complaint based on the information provided on the Rules Violation Form and any information rebutting the alleged violation submitted by the alleged violator.  Appropriate punishments will be enforced if the candidate is found guilty of rule violation by CENA. 

D. CENA will call a hearing to investigate the violation if deemed necessary by CENA, and notify the parties of the time and date of the hearing.  Parties to the complaint must be available for any hearing scheduled unless it conflicts with a class, and may send a surrogate in the event that they are unable to attend the hearing. 

E. Violation of any rule may lead to disqualification or lesser penalties, as determined by CENA.

10)CENA and the Judicial Committee

A. Only materials relevant to the appeals will be disclosed to the judicial committee.  

B. CENA and the judicial committee may use discretion and act beyond the scope of these regulations if an event occurs that is not mentioned by these regulations in order to ensure a fair election. 

C. The final arbiter on appeals is the Judicial Committee. 

D. The members of CENA and the Judicial Committee reserve the right to use their discretion and act beyond the scope of these regulations if an event occurs that is not mentioned in these regulations.

11)Possible Penalties for Rule Violations 

●using unofficial or unapproved campaign materials
disqualification



disqualification

●placing fliers on glass or in unauthorized locations
25 stamped posters-


(penalty levied against each member if running as a party)


●serving alcoholic beverages
disqualification

●campaigning in election location during election day and time


by candidates or a said campaign manager
 disqualification  


by an unwitting friend 
expulsion from election location 

●destroying, eliminating or covering other candidates’ flyers
depends on severity-

only a guide; CENA  is not bound to these penalties
(from poster fine to disqualification)

