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List of Speakers and Topics 
 
1.     Kersey ANTIA :  "The multi-dimensional significance of Free-will in the Gathas"    
Kersey ANTIA is a practicing psychologist in North America. An ordained priest of some 60 
years' standing, he is well conversant with the doctrinal and ritual aspects of the precepts and 
practice of the Mazdayasnian religion. He has served the Chicago Zoroastrians as High Priest 
since 1977. He is an International Board member of the WZO. 
 
2.     Almut HINTZE: "Perceptions of the Yasna Hapta� h� iti"  
Almut Hintze is the Zartoshty Brothers Reader in Zoroastrianism at London University's School 
of Oriental and African Studies. She holds degrees in Indo-Iranian Studies, with special emphasis 
on Zoroastrian Literature, from the Universities of Heidelberg, Oxford, Erlangen, and Berlin. Her 
main book publications include the "Zamy� d Yašt" , " 'Lohn' im Indoiranischen" , and an edition of 
the "Yasna Hapta� h� iti" . She is currently working on a comprehensive edition of the full Yasna. 
 
3.     Stanley INSLER: "Law and Order"    
Stanley Insler is the Salisbury Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philology at Yale. Educated 
at the Universities of Madras, Columbia, Tubingen and Yale, he is best known to Zoroastrians 
with his publication in 1975 of the Text, Translation and Commentary of "The Gathas of 
Zarathustra" . Other publications include the Rig-Vedic hymns in Agni (1983), chapters in "An 
Introduction to the Gathas of Zarathushtra"  (Pittsburgh, 1989-90). His articles appear in scholarly 
journals, and occasional popular writings for the WZO's Hamazor. He is a member of the 
American, French and German Oriental Societies, as well as the Royal Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain. His 65th birthday was honored by a Festschrift in the special JAOS 2002 publication. He 
was elected to Honorary Fellowship of the WZO. 
 
4.     Kaikhosrov IRANI: "The Gathic vision and its unfolding"  
Bombay born, Kaikhosrov Dinshah Irani, studied Physical Chemistry, Physics, and then Law. 
Settled in the US since 1946; after completion of his studies began teaching Philosophy at New 
York's City College where as Emeritus Professor he continues with courses. He is a member of 
US scientific institutions, and the American Academy of Religion. He has lectured in the fields of 
Philosophy and Religion at several US and overseas universities. In 1998 he was honored with 
the establishment of the K.D. Irani Chair of Philosophy through a sizeable anonymous 
contribution by a former student. He is on the International Board of the WZO. 
 
5.     Ali Akbar JAFAREY:  "The Gathas of Zarathushtra Spitama: their Order and Sequence"    
Ali Jafarey obtained his PhD in the Persian Language and Literature from Karachi University. His 
fields of interest embrace diverse aspects of Indo-Iranian culture. He was an official for 17 years 
with the Ministry of Culture and Arts in Iran, and Director-General of the Iranian Anthropological 
Centre. Settled in the US since 1982, he co-founded the Zarathushtrian Assembly which he 
serves as Honorary Director for Religious Affairs. With several books and articles to his credit, he 
has participated in many national and international Conferences with Zoroastrian themes. 
 
6.     William MALANDRA :  "Citations of the Gathas in the Denkard and  their relation to the Pahlavi 
Yasna"   
William Malandra is Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota, where he taught Sanskrit, 
Indology and Iranistics, including a regular course on Zoroastrianism for 30 years. His 
researches are mainly in the areas of Zoroastrian Literature in Avestan and Pahlavi. After 
retirement he devotes his time now between Washington, DC, and Durango, CO. 
 
7.     Dina McIntyre : "The Puzzle of the Singular and the Plural" 
Dina McIntyre gained her Bachelor of Science degree from Carnegie Mellon University, and a law 
degree from the University of Pittsburgh. Thereafter she practiced Law in the US from 1964 and 
until retirement, was a Member of the Bar of all Pennsylvania's Federal and State courts. In the 
1980's she produced a 12-instalment course "An Introduction to the Gathas of Zarathushtra"  
which attained world-wide distribution. She has participated in many national and international 
Conferences on Zoroastrianism, and has submitted several articles on Zarathushtra's teachings 
in various journals and web-sites.  
 



 
8.     Martin SCHWARTZ : "The Theology of the Gathas – New  Perspectives"    
Martin Schwartz gained his PhD at University of California, Berkeley, in 1967. He is Professor 
there of Iranian Studies, Iranology, History and Literature of Ancient Iran, Old and Middle Iranian. 
Two chapters: The Old Eastern Iranian World View according to the Avesta and The Religion of 
Achaemenian Iran appeared in the "Cambridge History of Iran"  (1985); his papers were published 
in  various Festschriften including those for Mary Boyce, Humbach, Lazard, Morgenstierne, and 
the Memorial Volume for Jean de Menasce. With D.S. Flattery he co-authored Haoma and 
Harmaline in 1989. Several articles by him have been published in learned journals in the US and 
overseas. 
 
9.   Oktor SKJAERVØ : "Liturgical Functions of the Gathas"   
After a degree from the University of Copenhagen, he taught linguistics and Iranian studies as 
Assistant Professor at Mainz. In 1981 he gained his PhD from Oslo University with his thesis on 
the Paikuli inscription, and a Doktor Habilitatus in Comparative Linguistics from Johannes 
Gutenberg-Universität, Mainz with his 1984 thesis on The Khotanese Suvarnabh� sottamas� tra. 
From 1985-1991 he was Assistant Editor for the Encyclopaedia Iranica. As Professor at Harvard 
he currently teaches Old Iranian Languages, Literature, and Religions. His interests extend to 
myth and ritual in Ancient Iran.  
 
10.  Elizabeth TUCKER:  "How well did later Avestan composers understand the language of the 
Gathas?" 
Elizabeth Tucker trained in Indo-European Historical Linguistics at the University of Oxford, 
England, subsequently specializing in the earliest documented Indo-Iranian languages. She holds 
a Senior Research Fellowship in the Oxford Faculty of Oriental Studies, where she has taught 
Avestan and Old Persian as well as Vedic Sanskrit and Comparative Indo-Iranian Philology. 
Students who follow her 'Old Iranian' course read Achaemenian Old Persian inscriptions, Gathas, 
and some Younger Avestan Yashts or sections of the Videvdad, and study the most ancient 
period in the history of the Zoroastrian religion. Elizabeth's publications on historical linguistic 
topics have appeared in various international academic journals. She has written entries on 
Avestan, Old Persian, and Indo-Iranian for the Elsevier 'Encyclopaedia of Linguistics'. She is 
currently preparing an edition with translation and commentary of Book 11 of the Paippalada 
Atharvaveda, and revising A. A. Macdonells' 'Vedic Grammar for Students' for the Oxford 
University Press. 
 
11.   Farrokh VAJIFDAR :  "Changed Perspectives; Channeled  Perceptions". 
Born into a traditionalist High-priestly clan, Farrokh Vajifdar has been a student since his late 
teens of Indo-Iranian cultures and civilizations, specializing in the Zoroastrian religion and its 
practices. A Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society, he referees articles and reviews publications on 
Ancient Iran and the Parsis of India and elsewhere. Internationally consulted, he has authored 
articles pertaining to particular aspects of Religion and Philosophy for various journals, and 
occasionally broadcasts on radio and television. More recently, he has edited the Proceedings 
Volume of the WZO's First Gatha Colloquium, and the English part of the Soroushian Memorial 
Volume. 
 
12.   Gernot WINDFUHR : "Cosmic Cycles in the Gathas?"   
Gernot Windfuhr studied at the Universities of Hamburg, where he received his PhD in Iranian 
Studies in 1965, as well as Cologne and Tehran. Since 1966, as Professor of Iranian Studies, he 
teaches at the University of Michigan with Chair from 1977–1987. His research fields include 
Iranian linguistics, dialectology, literature and Zoroastrian Studies. Awarded Fellowships from 
the Guggenheim Memorial Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities, he held 
the presidency of the American Association of Teachers of Persian, and the Consultant 
Editorship for linguistics for the Encyclopaedia Iranica. His recent articles include his 
perspectives on the Zoroastrian Yasna. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
June 27th and 28th, 2009 

10am to 5pm 
at 

Double Tree Hotel, 51st St and Lexington Ave, 
New York City 

 
 

Registration fee : $50 per person 
 

(Includes lunch for two days) 
 

Name ; __________________________________________ 
 

No. of Guests =  __________ 
Total amount = No. of guests x $50 = $_________ 

 
Please make your check payable to ZAGNY 

and mail to ZAGNY Treasurer 
Kerman N. Dukandar 
96 Bernard Avenue 

Edison, New Jersey – 08837 
 

Please send in your registration before June 10th, 2009 
Due to limited capacity registration is limited to first 100 

attendees, so please mail in your registration asap 


