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STEALING LIVESTOCK AT OXYRHYNCHA

We present here a papyrus document housed in the Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center at the
University of Texas at Austin. The small fragmentary text contains a petition from Neoptolemos to
Apollonios, the police chief (archiphylakites) of the village of Oxyrhyncha. A contemporary Apollo-
nios, who was epistates of the same village, is known from a handful of documents. It is possible, we
suggest, that the two were one and the same.

In the mid second century B.C. Petos son of Petesouchos, a royal farmer at Oxyrhyncha, submitted a
petition to Apollonios, the epistates of the same village (P.Erasm. 1 4; mid Il B.C.). His complaint was
-~ similar to that of Neoptolemos: unidentified robbers broke into his yard and drove away his livestock.
The editors suggested that the Apollonios in P.Erasm. I 4 may have been the same person to whom the
Arsinoite strategos Demonax forwarded another petition (P.Erasm. 1 3; 166 B.C.), and was very likely
- the same Apollonios who was instructed to deliver a summons in P.Erasm. I 11 (150 B.c.).! These
identifications are plausible but not certain.2 We may perhaps be more confident that the Apollonios,
epistates of Oxyrhyncha, who received a prosangelma concerning a beating and subsequent trial (SB
XXII 15542; mid II B.C.), is, as the editor suggested, the same man to whom P.Erasm. 1 4 was ad-
dressed.? ,

All of these texts belong to the middie of the second century B.C. The Texas petition is dated to a
28" regnal year. Palacography urges against the 28" years of Philadelphos (258/7) and Auletes (54/3),
Jeaving 154/3, under Philometor, and 143/2, under the restored Euergetes II, as the only possible dates.
We may be certain, then, that the Apollonios who is chief of police in the Texas papyrus was at least a
close contemporary of the epistates mentioned at P.Erasm. I 4 and SB XXII 15542. At least five con-
temporary police chiefs were both epistates and archiphylakites of a village.4 Thus, both chronological
and administrative realities allow the possibility that Apollonios the archiphylakites in the Texas
papyrus was elsewhere addressed as epistates, and that a single man named Apollonios held both posts
at Oxyrhyncha. Any identification must remain at best a conjecture for now, but perhaps new texts will
allow greater certainty.

1 Identifications proposed at P.Erasm. 1 pp.17, 19 (reproducing P. J. Sijpesteijn, “Ptolemaic Papyri in the Collection of
the Erasmus University,” ZPE 40 [1980] 119-129, at 120, 121), and p.33.

2 It was not uncommon for epistatai to be involved in legal proceedings, including the delivcry of summonses and/or
transport of litigants: ¢f. the commands directed to epistatai by strategoi in P.Enteux. 44, 47 (221 B.C.), and 54 (218 B.C.).
Strategoi very often forwarded petitions to epistatai with instructions to resolve the conflict: P.Enreux. pp.xlii—xlvii. At
P.Enteux. 50.4-5 (221 B.C.) a petitioner asked that the king have the strategos write to the archiphylakites; the straregos,
however, forwarded the petition not to the archiphviakites, but to the epistates (10). At P.Enteux. 82.7-8 (221 B.C.) the
petitioner requested that the strategos write both to the epistates and the archiphylakites; the strategos forwarded the petition
to the former (1 1).

3 N. Gonis, “A New 2% Century B.C. Prosangelma,” Acts XX 231-233, identification at 233.

4 Aniketos was both epistates and archiphylakites of Buhemeria: P.Giss. Univ. 1 7.1=2 (J1 B.C.), 8.1-2 (131 B.C.); SB
VIII 9674 (ca 131 B.C.), epistates restored, Pros.Ptol. 1 643 and addenda at VI 643, to which add SB XIV 11883 (170-116
B.C.); Demetrios held both posts in Soknopaiou Nesos: P.Mich, XV 688.1-2 (II/1 B.C.); another Demetrios held both at
Tebtynis: P.Tebr. 143.9-10 (118 B.C.), as did Herakleides: P.Tebr. 1 230 (late 11 B.C.); also Hetiodoros from an undelermined
village in the Fayyum: SEG XXXIH 1359 [¢f. I Fay. 11 209.3-47 (107101 B.).
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P.Texas inv. 2 14 x 8 cm. 15473 or 14372 s.c.
Oxyrhyncha

The recto preserves 16 lines of text, written with the
fibers. The verso, which is badly abraded, may pre-
serve the name of the addressee written with the fibers.
Margins survive on three sides: at top, left, and right.
The document is broken at the bottom. Perhaps 4-6
lines of text have been lost.

TEXT AND TRANSLATION

© CAmoldwviol dpyiouia-
KiTn kel Tolg puiokitong
"V&vphyyov mopd
4 Neomrohépov 10d ITrokepai(ov)
Mokeddvog Sraddyou
0l woTpikod {pov} kAfpov.
i eig Ty 1 [od - - ]
8 tobwmL.[--%%%--]
pepotom vuk[ti - 4 - ]
OV10G OV .8[ Lo ]
_ Unepéfnodlv Tvec)
12 eigTnv ad[Afyv pov, ob / év ]
éxortale[to - - - -]
6 kv, k[od Gxovto]
Exovreg [ -~ - -]
16 ..v.Ba.. . [--%"0-)

v AmoA[Awvim?]

Recto: To Apollonios, archiphylakites, and the phylakitai of Oxyrhyncha, from Neoptolemos, son
of Ptolemaios, Macedonian, inheritor of his father’s allotment. On the night before the twelfth of
..., year 28, while I was ..., certain individuals broke into my yard, where my flock was penned,
and departed in possession of (them?)...

Verso: To Apollonios (7).

NOTES

1-3: Correspondence addressed to a police official and his phylakitai: e.g. P.Giss.Univ. 1 8.1-4 (131 B.C.): "Avikntou
£mgrdtel ko | apxpvrarizer [xoi tloig | pler’] abtod pulaxfit]o ! Eldmpepifaje.

4:  This Neoptolemos is not otherwise known.

7: A month is required and given the available space, Thoth, Hathyr, and Tybi are the most likely candidates.

8 Sense and parallel phrasing (e.g. P.Erasm. 4.5-7) do not suggest a need for additional clarification at the end of the
line. Word order and space do not admit the kind of redundant precision attested at P.Tebr. 1111 796.3—4 (185 B.C.): *fit
vokTi TfiG 1 £lg Tlv 10 ToD mpoyelypopEvou pmvée.

9-10: Parallel formulary suggests that these lines contained a statement of the petitioner’s whereabouts at the time of the
incident: P.Enreux. 27.2 (222 B.C.): ¥xovtdg pov émotoddg elg thy OnPaibe; 55.4 (222 B.c): dvrog plov] dv
‘Alelavdpeion mpdg kplaer; P.Tebr. L1 793.xi.12 (183 B.C.): avadbovrog pov dwitepov tfic dpog npdc suontdv:
HL2 8953 (ca [75 BL.): Bvtog pov &v KpoxoSideov nérey P.Zen Pestm. 44.1-2 {253 B.C.): dvaPoivovide pou | &k tod
nediov; SB VI 9068.9~10 (Moithymis, TI 8.C.): dviag pov év | 1epd. Restore €[v or (less probably) &[x{ at line-end?
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11-12: For parallels for this common turn of phrase see P.Heid. VIII 421.2 (Herakleopolis?, ca 201 or 177 BC.D) with
commentary at 325-326.

13-14: éxortélefto - - =5 - - ] | & wrfvn: We mIght supply the necessary sense by restoring [pov] | & xefivn, but one
would expect the more common word order té mnvn uou This restoration would also leave a gap of 34 letters.
Alternatively, something like sxottags[to noww] | Tk m‘nvn (cft UPZ1110.173-4 [Memphis, 164 B.C.]) would satisfy
both sense and space. Perhaps the neuter plural té& xtAvn took a plurai verb: srcovmgo[vro cf. Mayser, Grammatik 11.3
28-30. We have assumed that the form is middle/passive: “where my flocks were penned,” but the active voice
(¢xoiralolv) would not be impossible; cf. e.g. BGU VI 1223.12 (Hermopolite, I B.C.); P.Mil.Vogl. VII 305.107,
307.29, 32 (Tebtynis, I B.C.); P.Wiirzh, 11.18 (Arsinoite, A.D. 99). Traces after the zeta seem to be more consistent with
epsilon than emicron, but we hesitate to rule out either. The use of the imperfect may have been frequentative,
suggesting that it was Neoptolemos’ habit to pen his flock in the courtyard.

14-15: [c’émowo] | €xoves: Variations on the phrase are common in reports of theft: ¢f. BGUVI 1253.8-10 (7, H B.C.): ¢ 1¢
KThHvVN anslﬁtacowto worl dyovro Exoviteg; P.Cair.Zen. IV 59659.7-9 (241 BC. ) nepeidovtd pov drolinal vamvog
800, & duyovro | Exovree, P.Coll. Youtie 1 7.6-8 (‘7 224 B.C.): cmlxovro 8 & xovmeg no&owtm:’qpoc xa?\.lxouv usvav,
P.Dion. 10.7-8 (Hermoupolls Magna, 109 B.C.): 16 npdg mv 'yscopyucnv KO’.’EGG‘KEUT]V kel vAAe td &v té | ahride
ténor gxovltlo Exoveg; P.Frankf. 3.20 (Tholthis, 212 B. c.): dixovio Exovieg adTig kpornv; PST IV 396.11-12
(Philadelphia, 241 B. C) dryovto Exovileg owou] xepapie | Sexoevvée; P.Tebt. I 52.7-10 (ca 114 B.C.): $ovto
sxovl'reg tfh]v 1fig oixiag pov G'uylypo'.(pnv *ol Etepor Blo*cuca I m)p.ﬁo?\,oc IIL.1 796.6-7 (185 B.C. ) olyovron [Elkrovteg
év i1 mpooctadL ogupide oitav; 797.19-20 (II B.C.): coxovro sxowsg I td pédr fre xaji w0 6B6viov; SB XVIN
13160.10-11 (Moeris, 244 or 219 B.C.7): durovt” Exovieg | cupiow yovoukeiow.

Durham, NC John Bauschatz
Josua D. Sosin
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SB XIV 11273: No VOCATIVE

A petition to the strategos from the second half of the second century B.C., and assignable more pre-
cisely to 124-120,! P.Med. inv. 71.38 was published in Aegyprus 54 (1974) 34-36 and reprinted as SB
XIV 11273, The editor’s text is as follows:

Aopdvmi iy dpotipav Toig cvyyevéot
Kol oTpotniyidt
nopte Tpvo[ ]
4  1Hv év 101 korTotkorg Inmopy®v. Gvopmg
kol moip& na[calv Sikoroobviy "Apev{ov j@mg
kol Tofio{ohig @]y 6 "Amiddog Tiig Oepictov
nepidoc eicProodpevor eig Thy oixiav pov
8  thv odoav [&v] 1fi avrfi kdun obv BowBdort,
kol “1f’ bn” Epod émetarypévy Eoepy b
dbvrec mAnydg mAelovg, TV ELdY
Zvov vtav, dv 1o ke’ Bv drderton,
12 xod évipate[i] to0tmv yevopevor,
gvorfikac|i] 00devog dikalov dvte-
xOuevor tij 8¢ Pia cvvypmpuevor.
&E1d od[v oe] cuvypdyon Emotpe-
16  @fotepov [tin] Emotdrn kataotioot
[orb]robe é[nl ot Tv’ Eclon[on] Tetevyais)

ENTOYEL

Apart from the lacuna in line 3, affecting only the identity of the petitioner, most of the text is
relatively certain, until the ending of the petition, which is lacunose and requires considerable recon-
struction. This reconstruction includes on the editor’s view a vocative phrase, not a single undotted
letter of which survives.

It is precisely this vocative phrase that elicits doubt about the text. In the course of a study of the
general patterns of vocative usage in papyrus letters and petitions,? we found that the vocatives of SB
11273 were most unusual for such an early document, and this discovery in turn has led to a
reconsideration of the entire latter part of the papyrus. The main problem with the vocatives in SB
11273 is simply that one would not expect anycne other than the king to be addressed with a vocative
title in a papyrus document of the second century B.C. The commonness of Bociied in petitions has
perhaps tended to obscure the absence of other vocatives in third and second-century petitions. In the
first century B.C. and later, the situation changes markedly, and there comes to be a group of titles that
can be used vocativally in petitions to officials other than the king; this group includes fyepav,
Slowkntd, and émotdte as well as otpatnyé. But this entire class of addresses is unattested in papyri
of the third and second centuries B.C. The reason for this omission seems to be that papyrus documents

I The online Prosopographia Ptolemaica gives this date, citing L. Mooren, La hiérarchie de cour ptolémaique (Studia
Hellenistica 23, Leuven 1977) 97-98 no. 2 and 214. Mooren's date is based on changes in aulic titulature.

2 See Eleanor Dickey, “The Greek Address System of the Roman Period and its Relationship to Latin,” forthcoming in
Classical Quarterly.
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earlier than the first century B.C. usually follow the classical norms of vocative usage, according to
which vocative titles are used only to the actual monarch (who is frequently called Paoctied?) while the
rare other addressees, if they receive vocatives, are simply addressed by name.*

Arguments from silence are of course open to question, especially given the small percentage of
papyri that has survived to modern times. But in this case the large number of surviving petitions of
the last three centuries B.C. suggests that such an argument can have some force. Comparison
strengthens this peint: the third and second centuries B.C. have each left us more than twice as many
petitions as the first century B.C., so the complete absence in that corpus of types of address that are
well attested in the first century B.C. is unlikely to be due to chance.5

Another problem with reconstructing the address otpatnyé oepvdrare is that both these vocatives
are extremely rare in papyrus documents. We can find only one example of their being used together,
namely that cited by the editor in support of the restoration, cepvotate otpatnyé at BGU VIII 1843.13
(50/49 B.C.). The two words occasionally appear independently in the vocative, but even such limited
parallels are very rare and later: we can find only two other occurrences of cepvétote in documentary
papyri of any dateb and only three other occurrences of otpotnyé.” And none of these parallels is as
early as the second century B.C.: two are from late in the Roman period, and the other four from the
first century B.C., with the earliest being 60-59 B.C.8 Nor is there any match with SB 11273 in terms of
location, for whereas our papyrus was written in the Arsinoite nome, the first-century parallels all come
from the Herakleopolite, and the later ones from elsewhere.?

The formulation of the concluding lines evokes other doubts as well. Particularly troubling is
cuvypGwot, which is not used in other petitions in such a context. Examples of what one would expect
include 810 &E1d [clvvtdEot ypdwor it tfig kdung sttt kataoticol tov e [arovidy kol
ToUg GALoVG Eni 08 Omwg Eyd UEv TOV XOPTOV Kol TOV RVLPOV Kopiompol kol o Npérepov indtiov
ool B whymot Gv mpoohxel, in SB XVIIT 13087.23-27 (another petition in the Milan collection, but
dated to 4 B.C.); &&odpev Eav poivnton cvviaon ypawat Zeoiiol npdrtopLnopd 100 npoyeypou-
pévov v &raitnow tooacBor xth., in BGU VIII 1851.4-6 (64-44 B.C. [Gesamtverzeichnis]), or
GEd, £av Qaivnal, ovvtagat npd mdvTav pev ypdyor d tfig "Axidpeng émot[dltel ui) émtpérety
i Eykohovpéval Wit dué pfte Thy pntépa pov napevoxrely kth. in P.Dion. 11.26-30 (108 B.C.).
With these parallels (which could be multiplied!?) in mind, we propose to read as follows (lines 15-
18):1t

a&1d ovvedEa ypayon motpe-

peotepov [1ih] émotdrn xotaoticot
[od]robg éni [og] Snag Tovym (1. Thyw) Tév
Swkaiov nf ] zatic

3193 times in the third and second centuries B.C.

4 Only at P.Cair.Zen. 1 59034.18 and UPZ | 66.6; there is also one example of métep in the recounting of a dream at
UPZ 178.36. For the rules of classical address usage see E. Dickey, Greek Forms of Address (Oxford 1996).

SHMIB.C.. 281 petitions, AT B.C.: 7, 1L B.C.: 287; IMIB.C.: I; IB.C.: 137; 1 B.C. -1 A.D.: 2. For the method of cal-
culation of these figures, and the methodology used to search for the vocatives, see the forthcoming article cited above, n. 2,

6 These are seuvétote Stoukntd at BGU VI 1756.15 and cepvétate ériatdro at BGU XVI 2600.9-10.
7 BGU VIII 1816.15, otpotnyt dpiote at CPR 17A.6.3, atpotnyt moté at P.Oxy. 14127,

8 BGU VIII 1843: 50-49 B.C., BGU VIII 1756: 58 B.C., BGU XVI2600: 13 B.C., BGU VIII 1816: 60-59 B.C., CPR
XVIIA 6: A.D. 316, P.Oxy. 1451 TIVIV A.D.

9 CPR XVIIA 6: Hermoupolis Magna, P.Oxy. 1 41: Oxyrhynchus.

10 The standard study is by A. Di Bitonto, Aegyprus 47 (1967) 5-57 (on petitions to the king} and 48 (1968} 53-107 (on
petitions to other officials). For cuvtd&ot phrases in petitions to officials, see pp. 78, 80, 82 and 84 of the second instalment.

11 A good plate is provided in the edition (Tav. VIII); we are grateful to Carta Bajconi for an excellent color digital
image.
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Tt will be observed that the difficulties in lines 15-17 are essentially resolved, although at the cost of
a misspelling in txw.12 Line 18, however, remains difficult. There are in fact slight traces of ink on the
surface almost throughout the lacuna, but none is clear enough that we have felt able to print any
particular letters outside the brackets. The traces after pi do not look like alpha. Although the reading
tat, which undoubtedly contributed to the editor’s proposed reading, is good (although perhaps not
inescapable), we do not think it is possible that the line ended with an epsilon; there is too much ink for
a single letter. The surface of the papyrus is disturbed at this point, and it is possible that the fibers with
the upper part of these letters are out of place. Parallels suggest that we should have a concluding
expression of the hoped-for results of the intervention by the strategos: that the petitioner will be helped
or benefited. We have considered a variety of possibilities from the phrasings attested elsewhere,!3 none
yielding a reading we find acceptable.

The ending appears to be —ic, and the letter before iota appears to be lunate in form, thus probably
epsilon or omicron. These considerations suggest two possibilities to us: (1) a masculine nominative
singular ending of an aorist passive participle in -eig, presumably dependent on the subject of the
verb—the petitioner, that is—and expressing some sentiment like “having been benefited by you.” (2} A
masculine dative plural ending in —tototg, thus a superlative adjective modifying some preceding noun.
For neither of these, however, have we been able to find either a persuasive parallel or a reading that
accommodates the other surviving traces and makes sense. We hope that readers will be more suc-
cessful.

Columbia University, New York Roger S. Bagnall
Eleanor Dickeyl4

12 We owe the omicron to Willy Clarysse. One might also read epsilon and suppose contamination from the stem used
in the future and perfect. The surface is too disturbed and the writing too blotted to allow certainty. In any event, this would
simply offer a different misspelling. The editor’s text here, of course, required an omitted letter; in no case does it seem
possible to read a form that does not require correction. For these phrasings see Di Bitonto (above, n. 10, 1968) 103-04.

13 One will find in Di Bitonto (above, n. 10), 1967: 52-55 and 1968: 103-06, the repertory. None seems to us possible
here.

14 We thank Willy Clarysse and Klaas Worp for discussing this text with us.
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