"'.hil.e housewives gloat over
-','rmracles that science has

tic‘ washing machmes and ro-
. oi;;; electric stoves, mathemati-
“clans scoff at : these Model-T’s,
an = point - with pride to then
rest electronic brain, housed
a great hall in the Internation-
Business Machines building in

L“'f ! Jmenal memorv, and even able
play a pretty fair game of
The brain—an _immense
~fu1 of tubes, . 1e1ays, and
' saplent electronic equip-
it—can  think an estimated

' sixty thousand times as fast as

average scientist, solving
ems as rapidly as electrons
'ble ‘to race through its jun-

,_ec1f1cat10ns for the brain,
wn as a Selective Sequence

e

,jtrbmc Calcu]ator were large-

mappmg of the pure science
blerns to be handled by the
ine, recently computed, with
cdlleagues the accurate or-
of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
tune, and Pluto. This new
lculation fixes precisely the
tions of these planets until

test Electronic Brain

the year 2060.

Although its main use is for|
rapid calculation with large nums-
bers, the selective sequence cal-
culator can also perform a num-
ber of parlor tricks. Dr. Eckert
claims that his calculator can
play an infallible game of chess,
experimenting with every possi-
ble move, recording the conse-
guences of each, and deciding on
the correct one. Presumably the
machine could even calculate Pi
until it wore out; but all such
stunts are highly impractical be-
cause of the prohibitive cost of
running the machine,

The IBM calculator has a bullt- |
in mechanism for checking its
answers periodically, and, if any
mistake appears, it will come to
a_ stop, turning on a signal light.
Most often the failing is a minor
one that can be corrected by re-
placing a tube or untangling a
tape. But because major repairs
must occasionally be made, the
wiring of the calculator is re-
movahle in small sections, which |
can be individually checked.
Faneiful fiction writers see in
this brain the key to a future ro- |

bot intelligence which will think

like the human mind. This is
mere conjecture; for the present
mechanical minds are of the or-
der of servants, which can only
elaborate the thoughts of their
masters, and can only accept di-
rect1ons
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Report on Latest doing of SSEC supposedly Eckert claimed it could
play chess?
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