


The cultural richness of Harlem, Washington Heights, and
surrounding neighborhoods is an essential part of what makes
Columbia a great place to work and study.

—neighbors.columbia.edu (May 2007)

Columbia is a mostly white university that has proposed building a
new campus in a neighborhood whose residents are predominantly
people of color. The University’s past developments are largely
responsible for the transformation of Morningside Heights from a
racially and economically diverse neighborhood to an affluent white
one. Yet current campus discourse regarding Columbia’s latest
development proposal largely avoids critically engaging issues of race
and racism. Columbia today is neither removed from its own history
as a developer nor from gentrification in New York City as a whole.

Gentrification is the process by which poor and working-class urban
neighborhoods are transformed for middle class residential and
business uses. This occurs through an influx of private capital and
affluent residents that often results in the displacement of low-income
tenants and neighborhood businesses. In the US, gentrification is
most often associated with the displacement of people of color and the
rupture of their communities as more affluent white residents move
in. Many see gentrification as the continuation of this country’s long
history of uprooting people of color in the interest of economic or
political gain.

The fact that gentrification tends to rely on racism and classism
conflicts with the way most college students are taught to see race and
ethnicity — that is, in terms of affirmative action, cultural heritage
months, and promotional brochures full of diverse classrooms.
Students and universities generally see the presence of people of color
on a college campus as valuable. The presence of people of color in
an urban neighborhood, however, is viewed as an obstacle to rising
property values.






Brought to you by the Student Coalition on
Expansion and Gentrification:
Email us at sceg@columbia.edu

Get Involved:
* Visit our web site:
www.columbia.edu/cu/cssn/expansion

* Sign the petition for an accountable expansion
on our website.

e Pass this booklet on to a friend.

* Write President Bollinger and the Trustees of
Columbia and tell them how you feel about the
expansion.

* Write your local city council representatives —
they have the final say about what Columbia
needs to do with its plan.

* Columbia’s plan isn’t official yet and can
change. When the public hearings start, come
out and make your beliefs heard.

* Come to our weekly meetings at 5:30 PM in
405 Kent. All are welcome.

* Talk to us. We're friendly.
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Community 197-A Plan
(1) Protects existing housing and creates new affordable housing

(2) Rules out eminent domain, protecting residents and businesses
in expansion area

(3) Creates jobs with a future for local residents
(4) Protects manufacturing jobs

’

(5) Establishes “zero waste” environmental zone, and calls for “green’
buildings

(6) Calls on institutions to set aside remaining rent regulated
apartments for long term residents

(7) Creates a special use district in which available space is shared

(8) Respects architectural and historical integrity of the area



