Poster Information Sheet

- thanks to Jonathan Dain, University of Florida, for compiling much of this information

Content:    
Posters should provide the viewer with an overview of your research:

· Title, 

· Name of researcher[s] (with your name in bold), your department, degree sought (M.A., M.S., Ph.D., etc), home country of student, your contact info

· Research question(s), hypotheses

· Background/Introduction:  Where, why, when, what, who?

· Methods (how)

· Analysis

· Results (what you learned) or conclusions

· Pictures, images, graphs, tables, anything that helps the viewer to better understand what you did

· References (but you can also cheat and put it on a piece of paper that you post next to the poster)

· Acknowledgements (this isn’t crucial but it is nice to put in thanks and it’s sometime required if you got NSF funding, for example)

· For further information…this is not mandatory, but if there is a website where people can go to learn more about your research, it’s good to include it.

A poster should NOT be a thesis/dissertation cut into pieces and pasted on poster board, but rather a vehicle for highlighting the important parts of what you did and learned.  

It is an informative visual piece that: a) lets people know about your research, and b) makes them want to read the rest of the thesis/paper. It captures the basic spirit and results of your work, not in mind-numbing detail, but in succinct, clear and elegant ways.  Many if not most of those viewing your poster will not be from your discipline, so avoid jargon and define terms when appropriate.  The resources listed at the bottom of this document are very, very helpful.

Many people say that your poster should be read fully in 10 minutes. Do not include more text than that. 

Some overall advice:

· rough drafts are crucial! 
Print it once or post the image on a website and get comments from friends and advisors

· leave enough time to print! Don’t think that you can print it out in five minutes! 
I would honestly budget hours to print because so many things go wrong in having the computer communicate with the printer. If you budget hours chances are you won’t need hours; if you budget minutes, chances are you’ll need hours. Murphy’s law.

Some design advice:

· most people agree that light backgrounds and dark fonts are easier on the eye than dark backgrounds and light fonts.

· use sans-serif fonts (such as Helvetica; Times is a serif font), especially for large-scale words

· make sure panels line up, it’ll make your poster look cleaner

· less important stuff should go on the bottom

· having lots of empty space on the poster is actually good; too much clutter is not restful and it’ll look cramped

Online resources:

How to Make a Great Poster

Dina F. Mandoli 

University of Washington Department of Botany

http://www.aspb.org/education/poster.cfm
Designing Effective Posters

Jeff Radel, Department Occupational Therapy Education 

University of Kansas Medical Center

http://www.kumc.edu/SAH/OTEd/jradel/Poster_Presentations/PstrStart.html
Poster Presentation of Research Work

M.T. Tham, Dept. of Chemical and Process Engineering
University of Newcastle upon Tyne
http://lorien.ncl.ac.uk/ming/Dept/Tips/present/posters.htm
Advice on designing scientific posters
Colin Purrington, Department of Biology, 

Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania
http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/posteradvice.htm
How to create a poster that graphically communicates your message

Kathryn Tosney, Department of Biology

University of Michigan – Society of developmental Biology
http://www.biology.lsa.umich.edu/research/labs/ktosney/file/PostersHome.html
Creating Effective Poster Presentations :: An Effective Poster 
George Hess :: Kathryn Tosney :: Leon Liegel  - NCSU

http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/NewSite/
PosterSession.com

Free templates to help get you started

http://www.postersession.com/
Research Poster Sites

A series of useful links can be found at:

http://www.herbarium.usu.edu/ResearchPosters.htm
University of Washington 

Dr. R. Lucas, School of Public Health

http://depts.washington.edu/mphpract/ppposter.html
Advice on designing conservation science posters

Modified for SCB by Malcolm Hunter and Megan Gahl

University of Maine from:

Colin Purrington

Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania, USA

http://www.conbio.org/studentaffairs/posters/
Printing your poster at e3b:

From the Student Handbook:

E3B has also made available a poster printer. It is located in the 11th floor lab. Like the copy machine, students themselves bear the cost of operating the printer, and are responsible for its maintenance. Payment is to be made to the ADA or the Administrative Assistant each time a poster is printed. There is a nominal fee of $2.00 per linear foot. Keep in mind that you are charged for mistakes, so be sure of your layout before printing. 
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