HOUSING IN WASHINGTON, D.C., AND OTHER BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS

Housing will most likely be one of your primary concerns about interning in Washington, D.C. over the summer.  Do not worry; there are many housing options in Washington D.C. for summer interns.  We have compiled some information below to help you with the process of finding and securing housing for your summer internship.  It is important to begin your housing search as early as possible.  University dorms and summer sublets may fill up fast.  Please find below a few projected figures for summer 2011 for various universities around the city.  The budget figures included on this information sheet are meant only as a general guideline.  You should contact the programs directly or visit the website indicated for the most up to date and specific information.  Please keep in mind that apartments and efficiencies include a kitchen, which can considerably reduce the cost of meals.

	SCHOOL
	SINGLE
	DOUBLE/TRIPLE

	Georgetown University 
http://housing.georgetown.edu/summer/application/

	Information available starting Feb 21. 

	I

Information available starting Feb 21. 



	American University 
http://www.american.edu/ocl/housing/internrates.cfm

	$344 per week

Rates do not include the 14.5% DC Hotel Tax and singles require an 8 week minimum stay.
	Double - $277 per week

Triple - $246 per week
Rates do not include the 14.5% DC Hotel Tax .

	George Washington University 

http://summerhousing.gwu.edu/individual/intern/dates/

	$245-$364 depending on building and length of stay.

Rates do not include the 14.5% DC Hotel Tax.
	$203-$357 per person depending on building and length of stay.

Rates do not include the 14.5% DC Hotel Tax.


	Catholic University

http://conferences.cua.edu/summer/index.cfm

	$31 per night (2 week min.)
Subject to DC tax of 14.5%


	$28 per night (2 week min.)
Subject to DC tax of 14.5%




These prices do not include the 14.5% Washington D.C. tax, so take the extra cost into account.

Another option is to rent a house or apartment with a group of other students who will be in the Washington area.  Many D.C. college students lease off-campus apartments or group-houses and need to sublet their place for all or part of the summer.  Keep in mind that rents vary and that utilities may cost an additional $50-$75 per month, depending on the number of roommates. 

Transportation:  Metro rides will average about $20 per week.  This will usually be enough to cover weekend transportation as well.  Note that Georgetown does not have metro access, but runs a shuttle bus to the nearest metro station.  There is also a Circulator Bus that runs from Union Station to Georgetown regularly.

Meals:  Both the House and Senate cafeterias offer a wide selection of entrees for lunch under $10.  Of course, interns can brownbag sandwiches for about $7 a week.  Those who do not have access to a kitchen, or who choose not to use their kitchens, could end up spending anywhere in excess of $6 or more on take-out or dining out.  Also, interns will have a number of opportunities to attend receptions and “happy hours” where food will be provided.
For more information on the Columbia University Congressional Internship Program, please contact Karen Jewett, Vice President, University Relations and Partnerships at (kej1@columbia.edu) or Kevin Brannon, Coordinator (kb2332@columbia.edu).

Please see our website: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/gca/index.html
