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Should I Restrict Availability of My Dissertation? 
 
A Ph.D. dissertation is a work of original scholarship written not only to satisfy a degree 
requirement but also to advance knowledge and understanding in its chosen field.  It should, 
therefore, be widely available to the scholarly public.  For that reason, the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences strongly advises you not to restrict availability.   
 
Many graduates plan to publish their work after award of the degree but have no firm plans.  
They are also understandably protective of their work.  If it does happen that a publisher is 
found, and you chose not to place an embargo on the publication of your dissertation at the 
time of the deposit, you need only write to ProQuest to stop sale of your dissertation. 

Placing an Embargo on the Publication of the Dissertation   

Occasionally – in most cases –  when a publishing agreement is imminent, the author may 
choose to place an embargo on the publication of the dissertation for 6 months, or 1 or 2 
years.  The Dissertation Office retains one of the two deposited manuscripts and forwards 
the other to ProQuest for storage until the embargo period has expired. Note that the abstract 
will be included in the company’s on-line and paper publications a number of weeks after 
the degree conferral. Upon the expiration of the embargo period, ProQuest will produce a 
digital master and will publish the dissertation according to the author’s choices on the Public 
Availability of the Dissertation form.  

The other copy of the dissertation is kept with the Graduate School and is available to 
readers only with the written permission of the author. Readers may only view embargoed 
dissertations in the Dissertation Office and no photocopying of any part of the dissertation 
is allowed. Once the embargo period expires this copy of the dissertation will be bound and 
sent to the appropriate Columbia Library.  

When placing an embargo on the publication of the dissertation, the author should submit at 
the deposit both the Public Availability of the Dissertation form as well a s this Embargo form. 
 
For more information, see the ProQuest Publishing Your Dissertation Booklet here: 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/gsas/sub/dissertation/forms/current/index.html
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