GSSC Elections for the Academic Year 2004 – 2005:

Candidate for the office of GSSC President
Ariel Beery

If you will choose me to be President of the GSSC, I will work diligently to build a more unified community and promote diversity in the council, so that the GSSC will reflect the special relationship GS has with the rest of Columbia and be able to actively search for ways to make our time here more enjoyable and meaningful.  I address this issue and the many others before us on my campaign website, www.arielbeery.com/gssc.html.  

Background: Currently a Junior majoring in economics and political science, I participate in a number of student organizations, proudly representing the GS before members of Columbia College, Barnard and SEAS. As a member of the GSSC I have worked towards strengthening the student’s voice and sense of community; as a member of the COI, I have tried to represent the needs and concerns of the student body; as an active student on campus I have co-founded a lecture series by the name of “Human Rights and America’s Role in the World,” and I have been a columnist for the Columbia Spectator and I have written for the Columbia Political Review; my Middle East peace initiative is a finalist for the second year in a row in the Towards Reconciliation contest.  More information at www.arielbeery.com/ariel.html.

Candidate for the office of GSSC President
Arash Yomtobian

Hey GS.  My name is Arash Yomtobian and as many of you know, I have been working hard as your Student Body President this past year.  I am currently a junior in the joint program with JTS majoring in Comparative Literature and Society, and Middle East Jewry.  Before this year, I served on the GSSC as your Freshman Class President, VP of Internal Affairs, and VP of External Affairs.  I ran for President last year wanting to make a few, yet significant changes.  However, with the wonderful council members this year, the GSSC has not only addressed these issues but has also accomplished far more at hand.  

I would briefly like to address some of the achievements we have made this year.  One of my main concerns for running last year was to have the administration assess our diplomas.  Not only are we in the process of having our diplomas changed (depending on how each and every one of you voted two weeks ago), but the GSSC also initiated an entire university-wide assessment with the hopes of standardizing the diplomas of all the schools within Columbia.  Another important issue for me has been to incorporate our already thriving and diverse community into the greater undergraduate population.  I have worked hard to ensure that we gain access to everything that is rightfully ours as undergraduates—whether you are a parent, a commuter, a joint-program or part-time student should not make a difference.  As GS students we should have the same resources available to us as all the other undergrads on this campus.  As such, I have worked tirelessly to open numerous programs, events, and organizations that have never been open to GS students before.  My strong tie with the other councils for example has not only pushed forth our invitation into worthwhile events such as Columbia College Days, but it has also invited GS input into them.  Furthermore, by continuing the GSSC’s funding into the governing boards, I have ensured that all GS students have the opportunity to fully serve in any capacity in all of the extracurricular activities and student groups on campus.  Needless to say, with the phenomenal events held by GSSC members several times a week, our sense of community and spirit as a school has grown dramatically during the course of the year.  Overall, the GSSC has accomplished more this year than it has ever before.  However, I am convinced that we can do even more in the coming year—but we need your help.  

With your vote, I will be able to keep our lines of communication open and further strengthen them.  Alongside the informative updates you already receive via email, I would also propose a one-page newsletter that highlights GSSC initiatives as well as a calendar of events that are particular to that week.  In order to share questions and concerns with one another in person, I would like to have council members hold weekly office hours as well as continue our monthly town hall meetings in the GS Lounge.  With your vote, I will ensure that the GS lockers that I fought for and were finally promised by senior administrators last summer get installed for GS students.  With your vote, I will initiate a program for subsidized Metro-Cards for our commuting population.  With your vote, I will continue protecting our student life fees from frivolous expenditures on council members.  With your vote, my initiative to give GS greater access into Student Development and Activities (SDA), “Q,” and New Student Orientation Program (NSOP) will be completed.    With your vote, we will see GS flourish.

My name is Arash Yomtobian and I hope that you will re-elect me to serve on your student council.   

Candidate for the office of GSSC Vice President of External Affairs
Pavan Surapeneni

Just like all of us, I have a GS story.  As a high-school student, I struggled to find my bearings.  School didn’t seem right for me.  So, instead, I withdrew and spent nearly two years trying “to find myself.” Just short of my twentieth-birthday, I finally decided that I was ready to resume my studies.  With a new-found burst of determination, I finished high-school, graduating at the age of twenty-one, and found myself at GS.  


GS gave me the opportunity to resume my studies and to begin the long journey towards a happy, healthy, and successful future.  Needless to say, without such a supportive and effective environment as we have at GS, I would have hardly had the opportunities and experiences I do now.  Thus, I feel a strong urge to give back to the GS community and help make life here better for all, while ensuring that others have the same opportunities that we have enjoyed.  Combined with my dedication to turn my life around, this powerful sentiment of giving back has informed much of the way I have spent the past two years.  I have served on the GSSC for two years as the Treasurer and Liaison, acted as GS Voting representative on the Activities Board at Columbia, performed the duties of both a Delegate and the Voting Delegate for GS in the Ivy Council, functioned as the Ivy CORPS Chairman, taught and fundraised for Peace by PEACE, actively organized events in Columbia Men Against Violence, and participated in CCO, on the CU Ski Team, and with the CU250 office.  In addition, I have been honored to serve as a Junior Marshall, have been inducted into the GS Honor Society, and have been chosen as one of sixteen sophomores to be a Goldman Sachs Global Leader.  


In all these capacities, I have acquired crucial experience and developed extensive working and personal relationships throughout the Columbia community: from teachers, to student leaders, to administrators.  These relationships have helped me to ensure that all GS Student get full access to student groups, to establish town hall events, to urge for Ivy-wide environmental reform, to spearhead an Ivy-wide Relay For Life initiative, and to serve as a strong GS voice in numerous boards, councils, meetings, and functions throughout the Columbia campus.    


Although I have given a lot back to the GS and Columbia communities, I will continue to exert myself tirelessly to improve student life for the GS student.  In this light, as the Vice-President of External Affairs for the GSSC, I will lead a united effort across the undergraduate community to improve financial aid, build community by holding more town halls, Student “sit-down” dinners, and a GS Field Day, acquire more computers for the GS Lounge, and work to secure extended GS access to Columbia University events and programs, including Student Development and Activities, Alumni Offices, New Student Orientation Programs, Honors Programs in Academic Departments, and Lockers.  

Any effort to improve student services, increase access to Columbia University events, departments, and administration, and solidify the GS student image will require the efforts, cooperation, and enthusiasm of individuals and groups both within and outside of the GS community.  Therefore, with my strong relationships and experience throughout Columbia, I am the best leader for the job and hope that you will vote for me on April 22.  

Candidate for the office of GSSC Vice President of Internal Affairs
Stephen Davis

Hey GS.  I’m Stephen Davis and I want to be your next Vice President of Internal Affairs.  I am currently a sophomore in the Joint Program with GS and JTS.  For the past two years I have served on the GSSC, this year as Sophomore Class President and the year before as Liaison to the Engineering Student Council.  As a liaison to another council, it was my job to help keep the dialogue open between the councils in order to more effectively share ideas, materials, and insight between the two.  This year, as a Class President, I planned a diverse array of programs to not only provide interaction socially, but also present helpful and important information.  My most recent project was co-chairing the GS Bake Sale on College Walk, which benefited the American Cancer Society and its Relay for Life.  

My two years here at GS have shown me the benefits of our diversity.  As GS continues on its path toward greater acceptance within the University, I believe more community members will see what we have to offer.  As your VP Internal, I will work to increase the internal lines of communication, and attempt to find a better method of contacting you, rather than flooding your email.  There are many bumps that need to be smoothed over so that the GSSC work more efficiently with the administration, the alumni, and the students.  If you give me the opportunity, I will do my best to fix our internal problems in order to serve you better.  I have enjoyed my time working for you to make GS and Columbia meet our needs as students and I hope that you will choose me for your Vice President of Internal Affairs for 2004-05.

Candidate for the office of GSSC Vice President of Finance
Scott Olster

Hello, my name is Scott Olster and I am a third year student in the Joint Program between GS and the Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS).  I am currently serving the GS Student Body as the GSSC Student Services Representative and I am running for Vice President of Finance for GSSC 2004-2005.  As your Student Services Rep, I have focused on expanding GS involvement and integration into the greater Columbia University community and I plan to continue this focus next year as VP of Finance.  
I was part of the planning and execution of Midnight Mania, a pep rally program sponsored by all four undergraduate student councils that marked the beginning of the CU Basketball season.  Midnight Mania and its preceding promotional week of programming were designed to usher a sense of community and create a sense of school spirit for the CU Basketball Team.  

I have also focused on information technology access issues such as off-campus user access to resources such as the Sonic Glossary (used for Music Humanities).  By working with administrators at ACIS and CCNMTL (Columbia Center for New Media Technology and Learning), I was able to help bring about the change that now allows off-campus users (like many GS students) to access these services with their UNI and Password, as opposed to the original IP Address access that limited off campus users.  

I currently serve on a number of student services committees such as the Dining Advisory Council and the Undergraduate Library and ACIS Advisory Group.  As a member of these joint council committees, I have been able to help with projects such as the expansion plans of Kosher Dining Services at Columbia, the evaluation of network printing quotas, and the expansion of Butler Library hours during midterms and finals.  
As next year’s VP of Finance, I will uphold the high standards of excellence and organization set by the current VP of Finance, Pavan Surapaneni.  I will continue to use and plan to expand the electronic budgeting programs that have created a higher level of organization for GSSC finances.  I will also continue the hard work this year’s GSSC has provided to improve the funding request forms and procedures that student groups need to complete to request funding from the GSSC.  I want to continue GSSC’s effort to openly encourage student groups to welcome GS Students to their activities and to come to the GSSC for assistance throughout the year.  Additionally, I plan to continue my ongoing projects such as ensuring increased integration for GS Students into programs sponsored by Student Development & Activities (SDA) such as the New Student Orientation Program, Urban NY, and the Co-op Pre-Orientation Outdoor Excursion Program, increasing the awareness of and access to campus-wide recycling, especially in Butler Library, and expanding access for off-campus users to online academic services.  
I ask for your support in continuing the effort to build a better GS quality of student life and student services.  I ask for your support by choosing me to be your VP of Finance for GSSC 2004-2005.  

Sincerely, 

Scott Olster

Candidate for the office of GSSC Senior Class President
Claudia Barrera

Class of 2005!  Next year promises to be a great time as our studies come to a finish and we get ready to face to world armed with the best education in the world.  My name is Claudia Barrera and I am running for Senior Class President of the General Studies Student Council.

I am a senior at GS and serve on the Council as your Alumni Affairs and Career Center Representative where I have put together many events that have helped bridge the gap between GS students, GS alumni and the CCE such as the various Resumania’s, Career Workshops and the forthcoming Women of GS Alumni event to be held at a prestigious midtown location that promises to be a great success.  Now I would like to parlay that experience into a focused role where I can coordinate the activities for the senior class as we prepare to leave Columbia. 

I have a very strong relationship with the Alumni office as well as the Center for Career Education. I believe this relationship coupled with my experience in event planning can lead to a productive year where there are many diverse and exciting events planned for rising seniors, concluding with the Senior Dinner.  I have many ideas and would like the opportunity to make sure that our senior year is the most memorable one at GS.  All I need is your support.  Let’s make it happen!

Candidate for the office of GSSC Junior Class President
Sasha Lazarevich

I am a Political Science major who will be entering my junior year this fall. Though this is my first semester at the School of General Studies I gained a great deal of experience in student government at my former institution of attendance, Santa Monica College (California). While there, I held the positions of Director of Activities, President of the Honors Society, and Vice-President of the Pre-Law society. 

As Director of Activities I was responsible for all on-campus scheduling of student events, coordinated concerts (including the hiring of talent), managed the spending of a $50,000 budget, and was Chair of the Activities Committee. I was also heavily involved in the organization of large statewide student rallies to oppose budget cuts to college funding. Through my involvement I also gained substantial lobbying experience. While I served as the President of the Honors Society I was ex-officio chair of all committees, directed the implementation of several community programs, and lead a force of over one hundred volunteers. 

Most importantly, I am running for Junior Class President because I believe very strongly in students being represented at all levels of Columbia University where decisions that affect them are being made. The richness of our experience as students greatly depends on whether our opinions are being voiced and whether our needs are being advocated for effectively. I believe that because of my ample experience representing the needs of students in the past I can successfully act as a liaison and communicate the will of GS students accurately and with conviction. As Junior Class President I would ensure that the students’ needs are being met and that they are receiving all the information they need to remain successful and satisfied with their GS experience. 

Candidate for the office of GSSC Junior Class President
Ian Loyd

Hello, my name is Ian Loyd and I am running for junior class president. I transferred to Columbia in the fall of '03 from Naropa University, a small Buddhist philosophy school in Boulder, Colorado. Naropa's student body was roughly the same as GS's, and consequently, there was a strong emphasis on community. 

I believe that community is one of the most important aspects of the collegiate experience and if elected, I will place an enormous emphasis on furthering the sense of belonging and helping to develop the atmosphere and activities conducive to making GS into a tighter knit community. I propose to do this by organizing and sponsoring events with GS as well as with the college far beyond the admirable measures already in place.

The college experience is one where we have the opportunity to develop and foster lifelong friendships with our peers, alumni and faculty. I would like, as the junior class president, to sponsor events between the junior class and faculty as well as alumni mixers, where we can capitalize on some of the great opportunities attending Columbia university has to offer and associate with those who have been in our shoes and have gone on to places we aspire to be. Vote Ian and help me build what is already a wonderful gathering of people into a community that we can draw from for the rest of our lives. 

Candidate for the office of GSSC Junior Class President
Hyung Keun Park

My name is Hyung Keun Park, and I am running for the Junior Class President of the General Studies Student Council. I joined the School of General Studies in spring, 2003 after graduating from Seoul National University in Korea in 2001. Currently, I am double majoring in biology and mathematics. During my studies at Korean college, I observed a student movement, which began to wane as there had not been enough mutual understanding between student council and student body. What is the role of a student council? I believe participation of students and reflection of students’ opinion should be the key of any student council’s activity.
An event like Sunday Brunch is great because many students and their family can enjoy and relax, but what about having it on Fridays or Saturdays? The GSSC is working on a new housing plan to introduce a dormitory for only GS students. What does the GS student body think of this situation?

If I become the Junior Class President, I will bring to the GSSC an incitement to make the proportion of the Junior Class student body’s participation larger. The GSSC has a weekly meeting on Sundays, which all council members attend to. Even though it is open to everyone, it is not always convenient for them to attend those meetings. But, if council members make more of an effort, there will be even more opportunities for the GSSC and the student body to interact with one another. Therefore, I will try to make our GSSC website a place for the student body to communicate with council members by a poll or a message board. Moreover, I will do my best to make each class event a place where there is a chance to hear one’s voice.

As a leader, I have been involved in many organizations so far. Before I came to America, I was a vice-secretary of the College Students Council at Myung Sung Presbyterian Church in Seoul, Korea, having more than a thousand college students and organized big events including the summer retreat, the winter retreat, the gospel contest, and the college students festival. At Columbia, I participated in the Korean Students Association Culture Show Board as fundraising assistant, planning and launching new corporation sponsorship. Furthermore, I have worked as coordinator at the Project for the Homeless in the Community Impact, where I instruct volunteers and staff at a homeless shelter.
I think the most important and necessary reason of the GSSC’s being is to serve our student body by taking their opinions. In order to make a more user-friendly and a more approachable GSSC, I would like to ask you to vote me as the Junior Class President. Thank you.
Candidate for the office of GSSC Junior Class President
Jean-Michel Tijerina

I am 34 years old and a first year General Studies student, at the Junior level. I come from Brussels, Belgium, where I was born and reared but have dual nationality as my father is from Texas. I study East Asian Languages and Cultures at Columbia, Mandarin Chinese in particular. 

My experience at GS has thus far been an overwhelmingly positive and rewarding one. I have been active in the Model United Nations, representing Columbia University at the Harvard Nationals, and I have just returned last week from Sharm el Sheick, Egypt, at the World Model UN held by Harvard University. I was selected for a week course over Spring Break held in Prague by the European Union, and I will be spending the summer studying Chinese in Taipei with a fellowship awarded me by the Taiwanese government. 
My academics are strong. I am a member of the Equestrian Team, with whom we are co-sponsoring the Ivy-League Invitational this month. I am eager to become more active in the General Studies Community, to whom I am very grateful for this wonderful opportunity. I hope my interests lead me to graduate studies in International Affairs and Business, and then back to Europe to work with European/American - Chinese/Taiwanese relations.
Thank you for considering me for this position of Junior Class President. I would be honored to represent our Junior Class members on the General Studies Student Council.
Some issues that I feel need to be addressed within our Class are:
· STRENGTHENING CLASS UNITY AND JUNIOR CLASS IDENTITY 

· IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH COLUMBIA COLLEGE JUNIOR CLASS 

· INCORPORATING CORE CURRICULUM WITHIN GENERAL STUDIES 

· FOSTERING RELATIONS WITH GS ALUMNI 

· ESTABLISHING CAREER AND GRADUATE SCHOOL WORKSHOPS 

· INCORPORATING TRADITIONAL LATIN LANGUAGE ON OUR GS DIPLOMA 

www.columbia.edu/~jt2139

Candidate for the office of GSSC Junior Class President
Akiva Zablocki

I was born in New York, yet grew up in Israel. From an early age I have been involved and committed to social activities, such as camp counselor, scouting and many high-school leadership roles. I served three years in the Israeli Defense Force as the Commanding Sergeant of the Operations Room of the Central Headquarters of the IDF.

I returned to NY three years ago. I spent a year at Baruch College, and then enthusiastically transferred to GS. In addition, I have spent the last three years as a manager of Midtown Tennis Club. 

As junior class president, I would like to work hard to help GS further integrate into CU student life. In addition, I will work to promote internal GS social activity -- through personalized, creative community activities. I feel that networking between GS students, and building a strong GS sense of community, is important, and will work to achieve that goal. I believe GS students should feel like they are part of something behind an academic program.  

Candidate for the office of GSSC Sophomore Class President
Abbey Dubin

I have enjoyed working on the GSSC and the opportunity it has given me to have a positive impact on the GS community at large.  I believe that I have played a very positive role in the GSSC thus far, and now that I know the ropes I intend to be even more ambitious and efficient with activities and events.

I enjoy improving the quality of life of those around me.  I can do a great deal for the GS community, and I look forward to the coming years at this University.  

I am energetic, ambitious, innovative, approachable, and I enjoy my job as class president.  I enjoy planning and galvanizing a group into action.  I think that there is much that I can do for our community, and I look forward to the opportunity!

Thank you,

Abbey Dubin

Candidate for the office of GSSC Social Chair
Natalya Romanyuta

Candidate for the office of GSSC Social Chair
Marianna Astakhova

I would like to briefly introduce myself by providing few highlights from my past experiences, my interests, and my near future goals. I have a wide range of academic and social interests and extensive professional experience. I was born and raised in St. Petersburg, Russia where I was the lucky recipient of a diverse Russian education which encouraged academic discipline, and a great appreciation of the arts. I am the daughter to a previous soviet general and his wife who were a renegade entrepreneurs in communist Russia. After some personal family tragedies in Russia, we were granted political asylum in the United States. To help support my family financially, I started a professional career as an actress for few years and later also worked as an accounting and finance assistant manager at the major department store Neiman Marcus. Full of ambition and dreams, inspired by my diverse life experience, education, and desire to meet interesting new friends, I made the life changing decision to return to school - Columbia University. I am now studying mathematics and economics while also developing my skills as a composer of classical music on the piano. 

For many years, I have been described by my colleagues and friends as a vibrant, responsible, friendly, and extremely approachable person who takes great pleasure in helping others to have positive new social experiences. Working in social coordinating roles has been a position that I have sincerely enjoyed during my student life. Prior to transferring to Columbia University, I was a student leader, board member, and social coordinator in the International student organizations, Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society, and my previous university student government organization. In addition, I was a founder of various organizations that involved mentoring programs, chess tournaments and social events.  My love for meeting new people and sharing my life experiences with new friends has driven me to constantly stay involved in social coordinating positions.


This semester, I have donated a few hours each week as a student tutor for children 
in low income communities and donated my accounting and tax skills as 
a volunteer tax consultant in the local areas. In addition, I have become involved in social work to promote International education and diversity in the community by organizing Russian cultural events. 


In the near future I am eager to actively participate and contribute to the community by getting involved in the General Studies Student Council. It would be an honor and a privilege to serve this coming fall semester as a social chair person to the GSSC. Should I be elected, I will promise to dedicate my high energy, creativity, and management experience to give the most to this position.

Candidate for the office of GSSC Student Services Representative
Omri Chaimovitz

The various student services the university can offer act as the grease between the gears of our personal and professional lives and the gears of our academic lives.  As I complete my fourth semester as a General Studies student it has become apparent that there are many changes that would result in helping those various gears of our lives run more smoothly. I want to find ways that the university can better facility the needs of General Studies students, as well as the student body at large.  The reality is that as students of Columbia University we should have access to the tools that will help use pursue and engage any of our intellectual interests. While I can come up with the things that are lacking for me – for example, we have no undergraduate color darkroom and no modern, well-equipped, digital media lab – I am certain many of you have encountered other deficiencies.  I want to hear what you feel is lacking or problematic so I can start lobbying for some changes. Other issue, both small and large, that I have encountered include the price and limited selection of food on campus, borrowing privileges at the libraries, the cost and quality of copying, the fact that the copy machines do not take CU Ids/Flex, the annoyance of the Broadway entrance to Lerner Hall, the need for more easily accessible and centralized information on courses, and these are only a few issues that I am considering. Most importantly, I want to know what student services issues GS student are most frustrated with so that I can work to change those things. Please, take a moment and vote and the GSSC elections on April 22nd!    

Candidate for the office of GSSC Alumni Affairs and Career Services Rep
Isak de Portalis

As a candidate for Alumni Affairs and Academic Career Education Representative, I intend to increase student use of and involvement in the Office of Career Education and hope to provide my fellow GSers with the latest resources as it relates to post baccalaureate life. I look forward to working with the General Studies Alumni Affairs Office and all other General Studies Student Council members to increase not only a sense of student community at GS, but also to further promote relations with General Studies and to a greater extent other Columbia University Alumni organizations. I recognize the need to augment our GS Alumni network, however, the problems currently experienced and those, which will certainly arise in the future, cannot be handled frivolously. Therefore, I propose a more collaborative approach to the manner in which Alumni relations and development is managed. Amongst many other things, I intend to organize and formulate long and short-term strategies that will make this a possibility. 

I hope this statement will suffice in declaring my intentions and goals for this honorable position. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Isak de Portalis

Candidate for the office of GSSC Student Rep to the Committee on Instruction
Farhad Syed

As the son of immigrants, I have been made aware of the great struggle it takes to reach this land of promise and opportunity. My parents always reminded me that my comfortable life, although it may deceptively seem readily available for anyone and everyone willing to work for it, was in actuality very rare throughout the rest of the world. Through my many travels abroad to developing nations I experienced this imbalance first-hand and I have gained an acute understanding of the desire to reach this, the pinnacle of historically great nations. This has given me a sense of great pride of the success of my homeland as well as a heightened sensitivity to the multitudes of those who cannot claim similar pride. My sensitivities have driven me to take action against this widespread epidemic of poverty and illiteracy. After completing my education I plan to devote my life to help those already entrenched in the battle to promote growth and stability in the overlooked areas of the world. As your Student Representative to the Committee on Instruction I shall devote my time at Columbia University not only presenting but also rectifying the concerns of the student body. As a member in the General Studies Student Council I will help our diverse community come together and through my experience I will gain insight into what it takes to serve a large community. With my concerns and my ambition in mind, you can remain confident that when you vote for Farhad Syed you are voting for the most motivated and dedicated candidate for the job. I am confident in the decisiveness of the General Studies student body and I am eager to see this decisiveness demonstrated on Election Day. Thank you for your support.

Candidate for the office of GSSC Student Rep to the Committee on Instruction
Jessica Zoppoli

I know how important it is to have someone that understands our concerns and priorities as GS students, and I want to run for Student Representative to the Committee on Instruction. I am sure I will perform an excellent job since I am willing to listen every single student that wants to make a difference in our school.

Candidate for the office of GSSC Academic Affairs
Alissa Gafford

Candidate for the office of GSSC Liaison to the Barnard College Student Govt Assoc
Marguerite Daniels

Hi, I’m Marguerite, a junior majoring in Literature/Creative Writing. I’m currently an active member of student council, serving as your Social Chair. Over the past year, I’ve been responsible for organizing and executing a number of social events, including serving for two semesters with Pavan Surapaneni as the GS representatives on the 250th Committee. As representatives on the 250th Committee, we worked in conjunction with the Dean of Student’s Office, Alumni Affairs Office, and the Pre-Medical Association to organize the GS 250th celebration Birthday Bash. For the last two years, I’ve also co-chaired the GS Spring Formal Committee, and this spring Abbey Dubin and I are representing the School of General Studies on the End-of-the-Year Event Committee. As Social Chair, I’ve helped to create interaction between the undergraduate student councils, and I would relish the opportunity to continue this goal by serving as the School of General Studies’ Barnard College Student Government Association Liaison. Vote for me as your SGA Liaison, April 22nd!

Candidate for the office of GSSC Liaison to the Barnard College Student Govt Assoc
Erica Jackson

Erica Jackson is a Junior in the Undergraduate Writing program.  She is a writer, photographer, and web designer.  After spending a decade wandering about the country, befriending rock bands, writers, artists and other vagabond spirits, she decided it was time to complete her B.A. at the School of General Studies.  After Columbia, she plans to pursue an MFA in Writing and to publish books of fiction and photography.

Candidate for the office of GSSC Liaison to the Columbia College Student Council
Topilina Ekaterina (Katia Gaika)

Candidate for the office of GSSC Liaison to the Engineering Student Council
Josephine Johnson-Andres

I was born in Argentina and spent much of my childhood in California. After high school I worked and eventually went to Junior college. Living in New York had always been a dream of mine, so one day I packed up my life and moved here. I worked and enjoyed the city for two years before applying to Columbia. 

I have been in General Studies for two years and feel so privileged to be part of this amazing community. I am an extremely active person that has constantly stayed involved at Columbia—from mentoring children to working at Butler library, and now I hope to join the GS student council.

As the Engineering Student Council Liaison, I will work to build a stronger community between the Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Sciences and the School of General Studies. I hope to achieve this through personal close communication between the two schools and by co-sponsoring events that would give opportunities for both schools to meet and build a stronger connection.

Candidate for the office of GSSC Liaison to Columbia’s Governing Boards
P.D. Shah

