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History G8030xPRIVATE 

Colloquium on Roman History: the Late Republic
Fall 2002
W. V. Harris                                                               Office hours: Tu 1-2, Th 2-3
624 Fayerweather                                                                   wvh1@columbia.edu Class time: Tu  11-1                                     

Subject Matter: The political, cultural, social, economic and religious history of the Roman Empire from c. 100 BC to 31 BC, in other words the final agony of the Roman Republic. 

Course assignments: (1) A program of primary-source reading to be carried out gradually and completed by mid-semester. 

(2) An oral class report. You are strongly advised, partly because of the difficulty of obtaining the necessary books, to take thought about your report well in advance.  

(3) A three‑hour exam or a term paper. If you choose the exam option, you will simply be asked to discuss any two problems of Roman history from this period, with only the topic of your own oral report off limits. 

Books: I have not ordered any books for this course, though I have put T.R.S. Broughton, The Magistrates of the Roman Republic (3 vols.), and Cambridge Ancient History, vol. IX, second [1994] edition; “CAH IX” for the rest of this syllabus) on reserve in the Library. Volume II of Broughton is especially worth purchasing for this course, but the American Philological Association in its wisdom has apparently let it go out of print. The other books you should buy are mostly the sources, which are of course numerous. 
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Sources to read in the coming weeks (unless you have read them recently): I am expecting students to read these texts in English, but if you know Latin or Greek you should be as attentive as possible to the original language. The commentaries mentioned may also help greatly, though they will of course slow you down. 
Appian, Civil Wars, Book I chapter 34 to the end of the book (Loeb Classical 
Library Appian, vol. III) (a commentary exists in Italian, by E. Gabba)
Sallust, On the War of Catiline [commentary: P.C. McGushin] 
Cicero, an important forensic speech such as In Pisonem [commentary: R.G.M. 
Nisbet] or Pro Milone          

Cicero, Fifty Letters, ed. D.R. Shackleton Bailey
Suetonius, Divus Iulius
Caesar, On the Civil War, Book I

Varro, On Agriculture, Book I (in the same volume as Cato in the Loeb Classical 
Library) (a commentary exists in French, by J. Heurgon)
SEPTEMBER 3: Organizational meeting. 
SEPTEMBER 10:  Methods and sources in Roman history, with particular reference to the Late Republic. 

Required reading for all: (1) M.I. Finley, “The Ancient Historian and his Sources”, ch.2 in Finley 1985 (pp.7-26); and (2) A.W. Lintott, “The Crisis of the Republic: Sources and Source-Problems”, CAH IX pp.1-15.
The following topics are large, and in most cases a more specific sub‑topic is suggested which can serve as the basis for a class report.

SEPTEMBER 17: Romans versus Italians. Why did many of Rome’s “allies” rebel in 91-90? What does the “Romanization” of Italy mean?
Required reading for all: Appian, Civil Wars, Book I, chapters 34 to 53.

Extra bibliography: Gabba 1976, ch.4, Mouritsen 1998.

SEPTEMBER 24: Roman warfare and King Mithridates Eupator: the nature of Roman imperialism in the 80s and 70s. Lucullus in Asia.
Suggested reading: Harris 1979, ch. 1 and pp.249-254, 273, A.N. Sherwin-White, “Lucullus, Pompey and the East”, CAH IX, pp.229-248.
OCTOBER 1: The Sullan dictatorship. What was at issue between Sulla and his enemies, 88-80 BC?
Required reading for all: Appian, Civil Wars, Book I, chapters 54 to 106.
Extra bibliography: Gabba 1976, chs.8-9.
OCTOBER 8: Orders and classes in late-republican Rome: gradations and fissures. Who supported Spartacus, Catiline, Clodius?

Suggested reading: CAH IX, ch. 9 (Wiseman), or 10 (Wiseman), or 17 (Purcell). 

OCTOBER 15: The Roman economy in the late Republic: crisis or “economic miracle”? Possible sub-topics: the nature of Roman money, consumption patterns, life in the provinces.
Required reading for all: Varro, On Agriculture, Book I.
Suggested reading: Andreau 1999 (or possibly Alcock 1993).
OCTOBER 22: Was there any degree of "emancipation" for Roman women in the first century BC? 

Suggested reading: Gratwick 1984, Gardner 1986, Scheidel 1990, Treggiari 1991.
OCTOBER 29: The politics of the final ten years, 59‑49. Political violence and the limits of its importance.
Required reading for all: Cicero, Pro Milone.
Suggested reading: Millar 1998.
NOVEMBER 12:  The culture of anger-control in the late-republican elite.

Suggested reading: Philodemus, De ira (but it is only available in Greek or in Italian [transl. G. Indelli]) (or possibly Cicero, Tusculan Disputations, Book IV, newly edited by M. Graver), Harris 2002, ch. 9.
NOVEMBER 19: Caesar and his followers, ancient and modern. The Ides of March.
Required reading for all: Cicero, Ad Atticum, Books VII.10 to 15.                   Suggested reading: Gelzer 1968 or Yavetz 1983.
NOVEMBER 26: What determined the loyalty of soldiers in the late Republic?
Suggested reading: Brunt 1962 (but use the 1988 revision).
DECEMBER 3: Why did the Republic fail?
Required reading for all: Syme 1939.
Suggested reading: Meier 1966 or Mouritsen 2001.
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