EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

History 3215

Professor Bradley Abrams

Course Description:

The course is intended to introduce students to the developments in East Central Europe before World War One. Partitioned Poland will be examined in addition to the focus on the sprawling Habsburg Empire. Within the survey of the Austrian Empire (later Austria-Hungary), special attention will be devoted to four areas of wider concern: the nationalities question, with an eye cast toward theories of nationalism (and given the present question of the European Union); the pace of modernization in the economic, societal and political spheres (given the traditional notion that Eastern Europe is somehow “backward”); the role of the nineteenth-century alliance system and the desires and actions of the Great Powers before World War One; and the role these and other factors played in the ultimate dissolution of the empire. 

Two-sentence description for the directory: The course is intended to introduce students to the developments in the lands of partitioned Poland in addition to the focus on the sprawling Habsburg Empire. Within the survey of Austro-Hungarian developments, special attention will be devoted to the rise of nationalism, social and political modernizations, international diplomacy and the role these played in the dissolution of the monarchy.

Materials:

Required Books:

Robert A. Kann. A History of the Habsburg Empire, 1526-1918.
Stefan Zweig. The World of Yesterday.

Josef Roth. The Radetzky March.
Ivo Andric. The Bridge on the Drina. (Possibly)
There will be several articles placed on reserve, but I have not made my final determination on which ones yet. There will also be a few films, including István Szabo’s _Redl_.

Lecture Plan:

22-24 January. Introduction.
a. Peoples and Places.

b. The Question of Backwardness.

29-31 January. The House of Habsburg to 1790.

a.   The Story to 1740.

b. Enlightened Despots?: Maria Theresa and Joseph II.

5-7 February. East-Central Europe until the Congress of Vienna.

a.   The Habsburg Empire in the Age of Napoleon.

b. The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, Partition, and the Congress Kingdom.

12-14 February. The Age of Metternich.
a.   Politics.

b. Society.

19-21 February. The Revolutions of 1848.

a.   Galicia, Prague, Vienna.

b. The Hungarian Revolution.

26-28 February. East-Central Europe at Mid-Century.

a.   The Aftermath of 1848 in the Habsburg Empire.

b. Insurrection and Resignation in the Congress Kingdom, 1815-1863.

5-7 March. From Absolutism to Dualism: The Habsburgs 1850-1867.

a.   Lost Battles and the Need for Reform, 1850-1866.

b. From the Austrian Empire to Austria-Hungary, the Ausgleich of 1867.

12-14 March. Theories of Nationalism.

a.   Midterm.
b. Theories of Nationalism.

19-21 March. Spring Break. 
26-28 March. Cisleithenian Politics and Society, 1867-1900.

a.   Politics: Liberalism, the “Iron Ring” and Badeni.

b. Social Modernization and the Rise of National Conflict.

2-4 April. Transleithenian Politics and Society, 1867-1900.

a.   Politics: Kalman Tisza and the Hungarian Gentry.

b. Social Modernization and the Rise of National Conflict.

9-11 April. Economics and Culture in the Dual Monarchy.


a.   Economics: Was Austria Hungary a Failure Economically?


b.   Culture: The Austro-Hungarian Fin-de-Siècle.
16-18 April. The Other Two Partitions: German and Russian Poland before World War One.


a.   The Prussian Partition: Kulturkampf and Beyond.


b.   The Rise of the Modern in the Russian Partition: 1863-1914.

23-25 April. The Road to War.

a.   Austria-Hungary 1900-1914: Domestic and Foreign Relations.


b.   The Balkans before 1914.

30 April and 2 May. World War One.


a.   Sarajevo and the War.


b.   The End of Austria-Hungary.

Grading:
Midterm Exam: 25%

Final Exam: 35%

Two outside class writing assignments (one book report and one as yet to be determined): 30%

Discussion section and film attendance and participation: 10%
