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Course Overview:


This is an intensive reading and discussion course that will critically examine some of the major themes and recent historical scholarship on the relation between modern sexualities and gender identities and the culture and social geography of the city. The course will explore these inter-related research issues via a detailed examination of London as a metropolitan centre in the period from the 1940s through to the 1960s. This empirical case study will be used to focus a number of broad historiographical questions about the construction, regulation and experience of modern sexual and gender identities and their formation within metropolitan culture. But the course will also raise more medium range historical themes which dominate histories of post-war Britain. These latter issues will include the emergence of liberal or ‘permissive’ society, the power of professional experts to define the field of sexuality, relationships between high and low cultures and the impact of discourses of race and immigration on post-war debate over public morality. Students will be encouraged to critically assess a variety of methodological approaches, including the new cultural history. 





Requirements include informed reading of all assigned material and consistent participation in seminar discussion. Each person will be responsible for introducing the material in at least one class, in a presentation which will then be written up in essay form of 3,000 words. Students will be assessed on both the quality of the oral presentation (35%) and the essay (65%).





There is no ‘text book’ in an advanced course of this sort. Books and articles that are central to seminar discussions will be placed on reserve. I recommend that if students’ basic empirical knowledge of post-war British history and the history of London is rudimentary they should begin with the starred items on the course reading list





Course Reading


Annan, N (1990) Our age: portrait of a generation, Weidenfeld and Nicolson.


Booker, C (1969) The neophiliacs: a study of the revolution in English life in the fifties and sixties, Collins. 


de Certeau, M (1988) The practice of everyday life, University of California Press. 


Conekin, B, Mort F, Waters, C (eds) (1999) Moments of modernity: reconstructing Britain 1945-64, New York University Press.


Foucault, M (1979) The history sexuality, vol. 1, an introduction, Allen Lane.


Humphries S and Taylor, J (1986) The making of modern London 1945-1985, Sidgwick and Jackson. *


McKibbin, R (1998) Classes and cultures: Britain 1918-1951, Oxford University Press. *


Marwick, A (1996) British society since 1945, third edition, Penguin. *


Marwick, A (1998) The sixties: cultural revolution in Britain, France, Italy and the United States, c. 1958-c. 1974, Oxford University Press. *


Phillips, M and Phillips T (eds) (1998) Windrush: the irresistible rise of multiracial Britain, HarperCollins.


Porter, R (1994) London a social history, Hamish Hamilton. *


Stallybrass, P and White, A (1986) The politics and poetics of transgression, Methuen.


Walkowitz, J (1992) City of Dreadful Delight: narratives of sexual danger in late Victorian London, Chicago.


Weeks, J (1981) Sex, politics and society: the regulation of sexuality since 1800, Longman. *


White, J (2000) London in the twentieth century: a city and its people, Penguin. *


Wilson, E (1980) Only halfway to paradise: women in postwarBritain 1945-1968, Tavistock.


 


Week 1: Course Introduction





Week 2: Masculinity and the Metropolitan Elites 


Annan, N (1990) Our age: portrait of a generation, Weidenfeld and Nicolson..


Bailey, P (1998) Popular culture and performance in the Victorian City, Cambridge University Press.


Breward, C (1999) The hidden consumer; masculinities, fashion and city life 1869-1914, Manchester University Press.  


Cannadine, D (1994) Aspects of aristocracy, grandeur and decline in modern Britain, Yale University Press.  


Cannadine, D (1983) ‘The context, performance and meaning of ritual: the British monarchy and the “invention of tradition”, c. 1820-1977’, in Hobsbawm, E and Ranger, T (eds), The invention of tradition, Cambridge University Press.


Collini, S (1991) Public moralists: political thought and intellectual life in Britain 1850-1930, Clarendon.


Habermas, J (1974) ‘The public sphere: an encyclopaedia article (1964)’, New German critique, vol. 5, no. 2. 


Harvey, J (1995) Men in Black, University of Chicago Press.


Higgins, P. Heterosexual dictatorship: male homosexuality in post-war Britain, Fourth Estate. 


Lees-Milne, J (1994) A mingled measure: diaries 1953-1972, John Murray.


Lycett, A (1995) Ian Fleming, Weidenfeld & Nicolson.


McKibbin, R (1998) Classes and cultures: England 1918-1951, Oxford University Press.


Nicolson, H (1955) Good behaviour: being a study of certain types of civility, Constable.


Pedersen, S and Mandler P (eds) (1994) After the Victorians: private conscience and public duty in modern Britain essays in memory of John Clive, Routledge.


Sennett, R (1977) The fall of public man, Knopf.


Sutherland, D (1988) Portrait of a decade: London life 1945-1955, Harrap.


Tester, K. (ed.) (1994) The Flaneur, Routledge. 


Quennell, P (1980) The wanton chase: an autobiography from 1939, Collins.





Week 3: Femininity and the Recomposition of Society


Amory, M. (ed.) (1985) The letters of Ann Fleming, Collins Harvill.


Fielding, D (1968) Emerald and Nancy: Lady Cunard and her daughter, Eyre and Spottiswoode.


Fraser, N (1992) ‘Rethinking the public sphere: a contribution to the critique of actually existing democracy’, in Calhoun, C (ed) Habermas and the Public Sphere, MIT Press.


Masters, B (1982) Great Hostesses, Constable. 


Montgomery Hyde, H. (1979) The Londonderrys: a family portrait, 1979. 


Nead, L (2000) Victorian Babylon: people, streets and images in nineteenth-century London, Yale University Press.


Pollock, G (1988) Vision and difference: femininity, feminism and histories of art, Routledge.


Quennell, P (ed.) (1980) Genius in the drawing room: the literary salon in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Weidenfeld and Nicolson. 


Ryan, J. (1994) ‘Women, modernity and the city’, Theory, culture and society, vol. 11, no. 4.


Valverde, M (1989) ‘The love of finery: fashion and the fallen woman in nineteenth-century social discourse’, Victorian studies, vol. 32, no. 2


Walkowitz, J (1992) City of dreadful delight: narratives of sexual danger in late-Victorian London, University of Chicago Press.


Wilson, E (1980) Only halfway to paradise: women in postwar Britain 1945-1968, Tavistock.


Wilson, E (1992) ‘The invisible flaneur’, New left review, no. 191. 


Wolff, J (1985) ‘The invisible flaneuse: women and the literature of modernity’, Theory, culture and society, vol. 2, no. 3, 1985.





Week 4: Civic Space and Urban Morality: the Planned Metropolis


Centre for Urban Studies (ed) (1964), London: aspects of change, MacGibbon and Kee.


Dix, G (ed) (1981) Pioneers in British planning, The Architectural Press. 


Forshaw, J and Abercrombie, P (1943) County of London Plan, Macmillan.


Geddes, P (1915) Cities in evolution, Williams and Norgate. 


Humphries S. and Taylor J (1986) The making of modern London 1945-1985, Sidgwick and Jackson.


Inwood, S (1998) A History of London, Macmillan.


Jenkins, S (1975) Landlords to London: the story of a capital and its growth, Constable.


Matless, D (1993) ‘Appropriate geography: Patrick Abercrombie and the energy of the world’, Journal of design history, vol. 6, no. 3. 


Matless, D (1998) Landscape and Englishness, Reaktion.


Marriott, O (1967) The property boom, Hamish Hamilton.


Park R and Burgess E (1925) The City, University of Chicago Studies in Urban Sociology.


Porter, R (1994) London: a social history, Hamish Hamilton.


Rasmussen, S E (1943) London, the unique city, Jonathan Cape.   


Saint, A (ed) (1989) Politics and the people of London: the London County Council 1889-1965, Hambledon Press.


Sennett, R (1991) The conscience of the eye: the design and social life of cites, Faber and Faber. 


Sheppard, F (1998) A History of London, Macmillan.


Young, K. and Garside G (1982) Metropolitan London: politics and urban change 1837-1981, Holmes and Meier 


Webb, A (ed) (1921) London of the future, Fisher Unwin.


Zorbaugh, Z (1929) Gold Coast and slum: a sociological study of Chicago’s new North Side, University of Chicago sociological series.





Week 5: Public Morality Campaigns and the Genre of the Sexual Exposé


Bristow, E (1977) Vice and vigilance: purity movements in Britain since 1700, Gill and Macmillan.


Chibnall, S and Murphy R. (eds) (1999) British Crime Cinema, Routledge.


Chistiansen, A. (1961) Headlines all my life, Heinemann, 1961.


Cudlipp, H (1962) At your peril, Weidenfeld and Nicolson.


Department of Criminal Science, University of Cambridge (1957) Sexual offences: a report of the Cambridge Department of Criminal Science, Macmillan.


Fabian, R. (1954) London After dark, Naldrett Press.


Hacking, I (1990) The taming of chance, Cambridge University Press.


Levin, D (1993) Modernity and the hegemony of vision, University of California Press.


Levy, H. Phillip (1967) The press council: history, procedures and cases, Macmillan.


McCalman, I (1988) Radical underworld: prophets, revolutionaries and pornographers in London 1795-1840, Cambridge University Press.


Otter C (2002) ‘Making liberalism durable: vision and civility in the late Victorian city’, Social history, vol. 27, no. 1.


Rifkin, A (1993) Street noises: Parisian pleasures, 1900-40, Manchester University Press.


Rose, S (1998) ‘Sex, citizenship and the nation in World War II Britain’, American historical review, vol. 103, no. 4.


Scott, J (1998) Seeing like a state: how certain schemes to improve the human condition have failed, Yale University Press.


Turner, V (1980) ‘Social Dramas and stories about them’, Critical inquiry,, vol. 7, no. 1.


Weeks, J. (1981) Sex, politics and society: the regulation of sexuality since 1800, Longman. 





Week 6: Sexuality and the Law: Crimes of Sexual Violence


Brooks, P (1976) The melodramatic imagination: Balzac, Henry James, melodrama and the mode of excess, Yale University Press.


Cameron, D and Frazer, E (1987) The lust to kill: a feminist investigation of sexual murder, New York University Press.


Caputi, J (1987) The Age of sex crime, Bowling Green Press.


Eddowes, J (1994) The two killers of Rillington place, Little Brown.


Furneaux, R (1994) The two stranglers of Rillington Place, Panther, 1994. 


Harris, R (1989) Murders and madness: medicine, law and society in the fin de siècle, Clarendon Press.


Jameson, F (1975) ‘Magical narratives: romance as genre’, New Literary history, no 7. 


Maclaren, A (1997) The trials of masculinity: policing sexual boundaries, 1870-1930, University of Chicago Press.


Meisel, M (1983) Realisations: narrative, pictorial and theatrical arts in nineteenth-century England, Princeton University Press.


Most, G and Stone W (ed) (1983) The poetics of murder: detective fiction and literary theory, Harcourt Brace Jovanovitch.


Philips, C (1960) Murderer’s moon: being studies of Heath, Haigh, Christie and Chesney, Arthur Baker. 


Robb G and Erber N. (ed) (1999) Disorder in court: trials and sexual conflict at the turn of the century, New York University Press.


Stallybrass, P and White, A (1986) The politics and poetics of transgression, Methuen.


Tennyson Jesse, F (ed) (1957) Trials of Timothy Evans and John Reginald Halliday Christie, William Hodge.


Twitchell, J (1985) Dreadful pleasures: an anatomy of modern horror, Oxford University Press.


 


Week 7 Whitehall and the Regulation of Sexuality: Public and Private Space


Booker, C (1969) The neophiliacs. A study of the revolution in English life in the Fifties and Sixties, Collins.


Butler, Lord (1971) The art of the possible: the memoirs of Lord Butler, Hamish Hamilton.


Committee on Homosexual Offences and Prostitution (1957) Report of the committee on homosexual offences and prostitution, Cmnd, 247, HMSO.


Cudlipp, H (1962) At your peril, Weidenfeld and Nicolson.


Hall, S (1981) ‘Reformism and the legislation of consent’, in National Deviancy Conference (ed), Permissiveness and control: the fate of the sixties legislation, Macmillan.


Maxwell Fyfe, D (1964) Political adventure: the memoirs of the earl of Kilmuir, Weidenfeld and Nicolson.


Mort, F and Nead L (eds) (1999) Sexual Geographies New Formations, no. 37.


Newsam, F (1954) The Home Office, George Allen & Unwin. 


Pedersen, S and Mandler, P (eds) (1994) After the Victorians: private conscience and public duty in modern Britain, Routledge.


Wolfenden, Lord J (1976) Turning points: the memoirs of Lord Wolfenden, Bodley Head.





Week 8: Modern Homosexualities


Allen C (1949) The sexual perversions and abnormalities: a study in the psychology of paraphilia, Oxford University Press.


Bland, L and Doan L (1998) Sexology in culture: labelling bodies and desires, Polity.


Bland, L and Doan L (1998) Sexology uncensored, the documents of sexual science, Polity.


Chauncey, G (1994) Gay New York: gender, urban culture and the making of the gay male world, Basic Books.


Chesser, E (1949) Sexual behaviour normal and abnormal, Medical Publications


Doan, L (2001) Fashioning Sapphism: the origins of modern English lesbian culture, Columbia University Press. 


Giddens A (1992) The transformation of intimacy: sexuality, love and eroticism in modern societies, Polity Press.


Higgins, P. (1996) Heterosexual dictatorship: male homosexuality in post-war Britain, Fourth Estate.


Jeffery-Poulter, S (1991) Peers, queers and commons: the struggle for gay law reform from 1950 to the present, Routledge.


Kinsey, A et. al. (1948) Sexual behaviour in the human male, W.B. Saunders.


Kinsey, A et. al. (1953) Sexual behaviour in the human female, W.B. Saunders.


Montgomery Hyde, H (1972) The other love, Mayflower.  


Moran, L (1996) The homosexual(ity) of law, Routledge.


Mort, F (1999) ‘Social and symbolic fathers and sons in postwar Britain’, Journal of British Studies, no. 38.


Newburn, T (1992) Permission and regulation: law and morals in post-war Britain, Routledge.


Sedgwick, E (1990) Epistemology of the closet,, University of California Press.


Sinfield, A (1989) Literature, politics and culture in postwar Britain, University of California Press. 


Waters, C (1999) ‘Disorders of the mind, disorders of the body social: Peter Wildeblood and the making of the modern homosexual’ in Conekin, B Mort, F and Waters, C (eds) Moments of modernity: reconstructing Britain 1945-64, New York University Press


Weeks, J (1990) Coming out: homosexual politics in Britain from the nineteenth century to the present, second edition, Quartet. 


Weeks, J (1981) Sex, politics and society: the regulation of sexuality since 1800, Longmans.


West, D (1960) Homosexuality, Penguin.


Westwood, G (1952) Society and the homosexual, Victor Gollancz.


Wildeblood, P (1957) Against the law, Penguin.





Week 9: Spring Break





Week 10: Sexual Bohemia: case study of Soho


David, H (1988) The Fitzrovians: a portrait of bohemian society, Michael Joseph.


de Certeau, M (1988) The Practice of Everyday Life, University of California Press.


Farson, D (1987) Soho in the fifties, Michael Joseph.


Farson, D (1997) Never a normal man, HarperCollins.


Hall Carpenter Archives and Gay Men’s Oral History Group (1989) Walking after midnight: gay men’s life stories, Routledge.


Hamnett, N (1955) Is she a lady? A problem in autobiography, Allen Wingate


Hooker, D (1986) Nina Hamnett: queen of bohemia, Constable.


MacInnes, C (2001) Absolute beginners, Alison and Busby.


Maclaren, R (1984) Memoirs of the forties, Penguin.


Mort, F (1996) Cultures of consumption; masculinities and social space in late twentieth century Britain, Routledge.


Ransome, A (1907) Bohemia in London, Chapman and Hall.


Summers J (1989) Soho: a history of London’s most colourful neighbourhood, Bloomsbury.


Tames, R (1994) Soho past, Historical Publications.


Wall, C (2001) The literary and cultural spaces of London, New York.


Weeks, J and Porter K (1988) Between the acts: the lives of homosexual men 1885-1967, Rivers Oram Press.


Wilson E (1991) The sphinx and the city, the control of disorder and women, University of California Press.


Wilson, E (2001) Bohemians, the glamorous outcasts, I.B. Tauris.





Week 11: Competing Masculinities Caribbean Men in London


Banton, M (1955) The coloured quarter: negro immigrants in an English city, Cape.


Barnett, D (1966) Mau Mau from within: autobiography and analysis of Kenya’s peasant revolt, Monthly Review Press.


Collins, M (2001)‘Pride and prejudice: West Indian men in mid-twentieth century Britain’, Journal of British Studies, vol. 40, no. 3. 


Cowley, J and Pliver, P (eds) (1990) Black music in Britain: essays on the Afro-Asian contribution to popular music, Open University Press. 


Fanon, F (1986) Black skin, white masks, Penguin.


Gilroy, P (1992) There ain’t no black in the Union Jack: the cultural politics of race and nation, Macmillan.


Glass, R (1960) Newcomers: the West Indians in London, Centre for Urban Studies.


Jephcott, P (1964) A troubled area: notes on Notting Hill, Faber.


Little, K (1972) Negroes in Britain: a study of racial relations in English society, Routledge.


Malik, A (1968) From Michael de Frets to Michael X, André Deutsch.


Morrison, M (1964) Jungle West 11, Tandem.


Patterson, S (1963) Dark Strangers, Routledge.


Phillips, M and Phillips, T (1998) Windrush: the irresistible rise of mutiracial Britain, HarperCollins.


Pilkington, E (1988) Beyond the mother country: West Indians and the Notting Hill white riots, I.B. Tauris.


Richmond A. (1954) Colour prejudice in Britain: a study  of West Indian workers in Liverpool, 1941-51, Routledge.


Schwarz, B (1996) ‘”The only white man in there”: the re-racialisation of England’, Race and Class, vol. 38, no. 1.


Selvon, S (1956) The lonely Londoners, Cape.


Smith, A M (1994) New right discourse on race and sexuality: Britain 1968-1990, Cambridge University Press.


Spencer, I (1997) British immigration policy since 1939: the making of multi-racial Britain, Routledge.


Waters, C (1997) ‘“Dark strangers” in our midst: discourses of race and nation in Britain 1947-1963’, Journal of British studies, no. 36. 


Webster, W (2001) “’There’ll always be an England”: representations of colonial wars and immigration, 1948-1968’, Journal of British studies, no. 40.


Wickenden, J (1958) Colour in Britain, Oxford University Press.


Young, R (1995) Colonial desire: hybridity in theory, culture and race, Routledge. 





Week 12: Youth Cultures, Consumerism and Gender 


Cohen, S (1980) Folk devils and moral panics, Martin Robertson.


Fyvel, T (1961) The Insecure offenders: rebellious youth in the welfare state, Chatto and Windus.


Hall, S and Jefferson, T (eds) Resistance through rituals: youth subcultures in post-war Britain, Unwin Hyman.


Hebdige, D (1979) Subculture, the meaning of style, Methuen.


Heron, L (ed) (1985) Truth, dare or promise: girls growing up in the fifties, Virago.


McRobbie A (1991) Feminism and youth culture, Macmillan.


Parker, T (1965) The plough boy, Hutchinson.


Rock, P and Cohen S (1970) ‘The Teddy Boy’, in Bogdanor, V and Skidelsky, R (eds) The Age of Affluence 1951-1964, Macmillan.


Steedman, C (1985) Landscape for a good women: a story of two lives, Virago.


Wilson, E (1985) Adorned in dreams: fashion and modernity, Virago.


Winship, J (1987) Inside Women’s Magazines, Pandora.





Week 13: Sexuality as Secrecy and Disclosure: the English Sexual Scandal


Boyle, A (1980) The climate of treason, Coronet.


Crawford, I (1963) The Profumo affair, White Lodge Books.


Denning, Lord (1963) Lord Denning’s report, Cmnd. 215, HMSO


Donnerm F (1980) The age of surveillance, Knopf.


Horne, A (1989) Macmillan 1957-1986 , volume II, Macmillan


Montgomery Hyde, H (1986) A tangled web: sex scandals in British politics and history, Constable.


Irving, C et. al. (1963) Scandal ’63: a study of the Profumo affair, Heinemann. 


Kennedy, L (1964) The trial of Stephen Ward, publisher.


Pincher, C (1982) Their trade is treachery, Sidgwick and Jackson.


Sampson, A (1963) Anatomy of Britain, Hodder and Stoughton.


Summers, A and Dorril, S (1987) Honeytrap: the secret world of Stephen Ward, Weidenfeld and Nicolson.


Swanson, G (1994) ‘Good-time girls, men of truth and a thoroughly filthy fellow: sexual pathology in the Profumo affair’, New formations, no. 24.


West, R (1965) The Meaning of Treason, Penguin.


Young, W (1963) The Profumo affair: aspects of conservatism, Penguin.





Week 14: Course Review
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