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IBERIA – Proposal for a Spanish Film Festival

1) Give a brief description of the project and/or event.  How does this event support your organization’s mission.
The proposed event has the goal of disseminating Spanish culture through a film festival to be held during the months of March and April. Each week one film will be shown, out of a total of seven titles carefully selected to show the evolution of Spanish cinema and Spanish society throughout the twentieth century. The festival will feature works from the surrealist world of Luis Buñuel to the post-modern urban visions of Fernando León and the unique but universal stories of Pedro Almodóvar. 

The sessions would be held in one of the University premises (see response 3 below) during a weekday evening (to be scheduled depending on availability). Before every screening there will be a brief presentation of the film, in some cases by members of Iberia and in others by Columbia professors familiar with the film. We also plan to devote our best efforts to bring to the event members of the Spanish film industry currently living or visiting the United States. The films will be followed by a colloquium where the audience may express their views on the audiovisual work and ask questions about it.

The festival is an attempt to spread among the student community at Columbia University some awareness of Spanish audiovisual art, which in turn is an excellent way to portray Spanish society. Iberia members believe that Spanish heritage is very strongly felt in the city of New York and among the Columbia community, and therefore this festival would represent a great opportunity to explore the grassroots of such heritage.

2) Tell us about your group and its goals for this year.

Iberia was born at the end of 2003, promoted by various graduate students from Spain and/or related thereto.  The purpose of the association is to bring together people interested in the Spanish and Ibero-American culture, support academic, cultural and social events for its members and the Columbia community in general and promote interaction among Columbia community and alumni.  In its short life (three months) Iberia has proved to be very successful in its activities such as organizing group attendances to the Opera (Il Barbiere di Sivigila and Le Nozze di Figaro) and various concerts of the NYC Flamenco Festival, including the opening concert.  In addition, the association members regularly meet every Friday for lunch to discuss the agenda of events and activities of Iberia.  For the rest of the academic year, Iberia plans to consolidate as a key association at Columbia.  Among other projects, Iberia has planned various initiatives aimed at the promotion of Spanish and Ibero-American culture such as flamenco and Spanish lessons, cultural visits to museums and other locations of interest in New York City, and conferences by speakers within the academia, public administration and arts on current Spanish and Ibero-American issues.

3) Where do you plan to hold your event? Please describe why this venue is appropriate for your event.

We propose two alternative venues: (i) Davis Auditorium (Schapiro Buldg.) (ii) Room 104 of the Law School. The two venues are fully equipped for showing films, and have the appropriate dimensions to hold a gathering of around 100 people.

4) Tell us how you came up with the idea for your event or project.

We realized that there is a growing interest in New York City for the Spanish cinema (e.g. the Film Society of Lincoln Center recently held a Spanish Film Festival to great success).  This has been corroborated by the enquiries and comments we often receive from our colleagues here at Columbia. Moreover, since Pedro Almodóvar won the Academy Award for the Best Foreign Film, Spanish cinema has become very attractive worldwide. 

5) Describe how this project /event promotes a new idea or is a new initiative for your school or university community.

We know of several initiatives within the Film Division that, unfortunately, rarely transcend the School of the Arts environment. Our proposal of a Spanish Film Festival is targeted to any member of the Columbia community who likes cinema and has some curiosity about the quality of this art in Spain. We plan to promote the event broadly so as to create awareness in the different schools and avoid an only-for-film-fanatics kind of event. We believe that the post-film colloquiums will be enriched by the diversity of opinions from students of the different schools. 

6) Describe what your community will get out of this project or event.  How is different from university sponsored/funded events.

The initiative responds to what we believe is an underserved demand and interest in Spanish culture in general, and Spanish cinema in particular. Iberia members will provide an interesting insight on the societal issues portrayed in each of the films. Columbia professors may elaborate on a more academic basis on the artistic elements of each of them. And Columbia students involved in different disciplines may discuss their views after the films. All of this will take place in an informal and familiar atmosphere that enhances interaction and debate. 

7) How do you plan to advertise this event to your audience?

We are currently considering three main methods: (i) e-mail circulation through GSAS newsletter (2300 people). ii) e-mail circulation through ISSO newsletter (5000 people) (iii) fliers and posters to be hung at public spaces in the week prior to the event; and (iv) “word of mouth” undertaken by our members and affiliates.

8) Give a short list of those expected to be involved with the project including all co-sponsoring groups.

The organization of the event and the actual responsibility for providing the information about the films will rest on the active members of Iberia. The Casa Hispánica at Columbia University will provide the films’ prints.

In addition, we are planning to work closely together with the Cultural Department of the Spanish Embassy and the Cervantes Institute. These institutions would be able to support our event helping us with the procurement of the actual films as well as with related materials.

9) Please describe what efforts were made to attract other sources of funding in addition to P&P and what plans you have made to adjust your expenses if necessary.

As a GSAC recognized group, Iberia has been encouraged to organize this event. There has also been a positive reaction to our proposal at the institutions above-mentioned, which have an unequivocal interest in promoting Spanish culture among a University that creates many of tomorrow’s leading professionals. 

10)  Imagine the committee is deadlocked on giving you group and award.  How would you convince the committee that your group’s event is P&P worthy.

First, the Italian and French houses have previously held similar events to great success in the past. Such an initiative would surely have a positive response within the Spanish community, which is a very big one at Columbia. Second, Iberia would try to find some alternative funding in order to be able to hold at least one event to which the committee members would be invited so that they can judge for themselves the worthiness of the proposal. Additionally, students’ opinions of this first event would be submitted to the Committee for its consideration.

