IRB BASIC TRAINING 
ON THE PROTECTION OF 

HUMAN PARTICIPANTS IN RESEARCH

The Columbia University - Morningside Institutional Review Board (IRB) with the assistance of the Ad Hoc IRB Committee has created a web-based basic training program for the use of human participants involved in any University research project. This electronic basic training course has been mandated by Federal regulations and is required before approval can be granted for the use of human participants in any University research project. You will be presented information about topics such as laws and regulations, guidelines, responsibilities, resources, etc.

1. All Columbia University investigators and key personnel at the Morningside Campus, including faculty, staff, and students, conducting research involving human subjects, funded or non-funded, and for those not affiliated with Columbia University who wish to conduct human subjects research using Columbia University facilities or resources should complete this course prior to submitting their research application to the IRB Office.

2. The online training is available on Columbia’s Research Administration Systems’ RASCAL web site at: https://www.rascal.columbia.edu/ under the Compliance section’s testing center. Go to course number “TC0015 - Morningside Human Subjects Training Course.” Please read the online training at your convenience, and when you feel you have an understanding of the material presented, please take the exam. Questions about RASCAL should be directed to the RASCAL help line at 212-870-3480.

3. You will be presented with 20 randomly selected questions based on the content of the course.

Upon completion of the exam, you will receive your score and if you have passed the course, you will be able to print a copy of your course certificate at any time.

4. Completion of this course and a passing grade of at least 80% on the corresponding exam will fulfill the training requirement. Please note that you may re-take the exam as often as you would like.

If you have any questions about the training program or the IRB, please contact the IRB Office at 212-870-3481.

Go to RASCAL: https://www.rascal.columbia.edu/
