Oct. 6 Senate Meeting
Special Meeting

CalltoOrderat 8:32 pm.
a. 43 presentatrollcall, 4 late.
b. Voteonwhichregularmeetingtime worked betterforthe majority of senators: Monday at 9:15
pm or Tuesday at 8:30 pm.
c. Handvote, vast majority of senators preferred Tuesday at 8:30 pm.

Officer Reports
a. President
i. Briefdiscussion of smokingban.
ii. Gradfestannouncement.
iii. StudentAcademicAffairscommittee. Student Services sponsored a Barbri talk today.
iv. Thanked committeesthathad metoverthe weekend.
b. Vice President
i. Heldfirstsocial committee meeting. Havingaweekly pre-barreview event. Preliminary
plans, forthis Thursdayat7 pm.
ii. Laurenasked1Ls to friendthemonfacebookto getout Halloween eventinformation.
Asked to contact Aditi or Lauren if they wanted to get involved.
iii. McCormick plans a pre-party before the Halloween event.
c. Treasurer. Will be goingoverbudgettonight.
d. Secretary. Will be conveningameeting for Community Action sometime next week.
e. Parliamentarian. Nothingtoreport.

Committee reports.
a. Graduation. Heldinterviews, willget back to people this week.
b. Computers. Nothingtoreport.
¢. Housing. Nothingtoreport.
d. University Senate: BenspeakingforYael. Senate metforitsfirst general meetinglast week,
assigned students to committees. Invited interested parties to attend meeting held every 3rd
Friday of the monthin the afternoon.

IV. Recognition of New Student Groups.

a. 9members metthis weekendtodiscussthe various groups up forrecognition. Gradman
presented recognition process and explain guidelines.
b. Existing Groups
i. First, consideredthe existing groups that changed their constitutions. All groupsdidsoin
non-controversial ways. The groups: Black Law Students Association, Outlaws, Law Students
forLife, ColumbiaInternational Arbitration Association, Columbia Business and Law
Association.
ii. Ronaskedaboutthe OperaClub, Gradman asked to hold his question, aswe were just
discussing the existing groups atthe time.
iii. Callforconsent. Noobjections. Allsix groupswillbe re-recognized undertheirnew
constitutionsand by-laws.
c. New Groups Seeking Recognition.
i. Gradman presented the committee's recommendations on which groups should be
recognized: Columbia Health Law Association, New England Students Association, Midwest
Students Association, Bike Club.
ii. The committee did notrecommend the otherfive of the total nine groups: Motorcycle Club,
Refugee Connect, Workers'Rights Project, Texas Society, and the Columbia Law Operaand
Classical Society.
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iii. Gradmanexplainedthe change lastyear, requiring 12 membersinstead of 7now. Concern
forextraneous redundant groups. Concernabout core funding beinggiventoall new
groups, need to be cognizant of redundant groups, opportunity for collaboration instead.

iv. Recognition Committee Decisions and Rationales.

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)
7)

Health Law was easy vote, previous health group had lapsed.

Refugee Connect was seen as redundant with SIRR and other groups.

Workers'Right did notdemonstrate much organization, and overlap with others.
OperaClub (decisiontodisclosethat the vote was 4-5). Concernthat itwould overlap
with EASLS and the CU Arts Initiative. Butexpressed need forsuchaclub.

Devil's Advocates denied on basis of "beneficial purpose" clause, sayingitwould
probably could accomplish its mission without beinga club, not large benefits to the
studentbodyasawhole.

Bike Club: large amount of interest.

Three geographicclubs: Midwestand New England recognized as regional, but
thought Texas had substantial overlap with Y'allsa, recommended that the two groups
work together. Both organizations agreed towork togetherto address theirconcerns
andrepresent each other.

v. Moveto Questionand Answer phase on the first4 recommended groups.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Ravi asked the distinction between the bike and motorcycle club. Gradman
respondedthat more interesthad been shown inresponse to the bike club, giving
evidence of more beneficial impact. Largernumberand also broaderreach (lots of
people could participate) than just motorcycles.

Mike asked aboutappeals process forthose notrecognized tonight. Gradman said
those groups can appeal to Recognition, meet with committeein person, and another
vote will be held. Nothing permanent.

Tony asked about what the regional groups planto do. Gradman said the Midwest
plannedto hold cultural events, career opportunities.

Nick spoke on behalf of New England: career opportunities, outreach, similar to CalSoc
with Californiafirms. Bring New England culture, sports games, hiking, skiing. New
England food.

Jeansaid thatshe talked to Midwest, focus on career opportunities. Isokawasaid to
save comments fordebate.

Erik asked how the committee determines whetherthere's asubstantial membership,
andisthat differentfromthe 12memberrequirementto startthe group. Gradman
said they are two different clauses, in addition to having 12 members to get off the
group, need to determine the prospects forfuture viability and outreach, whichis
substantial membership. No objective criteriato define "substantial" during
committee decision.

Eric Wolkoff said two standards, one that it was ready to go right away. Second,
because student activities fund gathered from students, need to be enough of an
appeal tothe studentbody, so thatthe money provided to that group will be justified.
No exactnumber, butweighed by the committee asageneral consideration.

3 min of Q&A over. No motiontoextend.

vi. Debate onthe 4 recommended groups.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Tony made the pointthat bikes are a lot cheaper, more broad appeal. Motorcycles
are expensive.

Lauren said groups notto sponsor people's hobbies, butto provide agroup forthe
studentbody asa whole. Prohibitively costly to geta motorcycle, not many people
can participate.

Erik responded by saying thata motorcycle is not required, mopeds, scooters, etc. also
included.

McCormick commended the committee onagood job and pointed out that this was
nota final determination, clubs can reach out, and repetition duringappeals or next
semester.
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5)

Move intovote. Call forconsent. No objections. Fournew groups pass.

vii. Discussion of the five non-recommended groups, beginning with the Opera and Classical
MusicSociety. Questionand Answer phase.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

Gradman described the club's purpose as servingas a forumto discuss and enjoy
classical music, concerts, performancesin the city, etc. Find otherpeople toplay
musicwith. Concernaboutgivingaccesstobudget process. Main purpose would be
as subsidiestotickets, but whetherthiswould be redundant given the CU Arts
Initiative.

Nona asked about what funding opportunities were available to groups not
recognized. Gradman said outside fundraising (firms, organization), but can't ask
Senate forfunds. Gillian responded thatto gothrough the budget process, you need
to be an officially recognized student group.

LDP said that the only way to get that money from student group allocations, but can
getsome funding through another committee.

Meredith asked about the feasibility of acompromise position. Askingif there wasa
way to recognize forlistserv without granting funds. Gradman said thatit could not
be done now, asit did not exist, butisa matter that should be looked into.

Ericsaid committee couldn'tdothat now, as it would be pushing groups around as
demandingthe group to promise they would not spend money, evenif given
recognition. Andsorecommended groups to come back later.

Motion to extend Q/A by 5 min. Motion passed.

Austin asked why funding could not be denied to requested events. Gradman
responded by citing core funding that was automatically given and brought up the
Recognition committee's recommendation about severing core from recognition.
Gillian said core was granted every year, not every semester.

Njoyasaid thatgroup should be recognized and left to the decision of the budget
committee.

Ron motion to extend the question and answersession and was granted by Isokawa.
Thenasked whetherthe subsidized tickets was the only concern; Gradman and
Wolkoff said that CUArts provides funding and also does alot of the events this club
would do, bring performances to campus, substantial overlap.

Michaelaasked formore information about CUArts to make a more informed
decision. LDP explained that CUArts worked to getdiscounts for tickets, boothin
Lerner. Arrange performances on campus and hold eventsinthe city.

Lisaasked about core funding. Gillian said automatic300, increments of 100. Based
on membership numbers. But300is automaticno matter how small, if recognized.
No motionto extend, moved into debate.

viii. Questionand Answer Session with the Opera Club Representative.

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

Sam from the Opera Club came up for debate. Said there was a misunderstanding --
the CU Arts Initiative does not offerany discounts for opera/classical musictickets.
Only offeralimited number of tickets to certain operas for full price.

Motion for Q&A forSam. Motion passed.

LDP asked about whethertheylooked into discount opportunities. Samsaid no
advance discounted tickets, but only day of tickets, hard to plan events if using that.
LDP then asked what the plan was then -- Sam said buy full price tickets, and try to
subsidize with funds.

Nonaasked what other uses of money the club would have. Askingwhy couldn'tjust
be aninformal group. Samsaid he wanted a legitimate group, to send out emails to
the studentbody. Easierorganizationand communication. Need astanding
membership to countonforspeakers, etc. instead of random people. Samsaid they
planonattending more than one opera, need some kind of funding, can't just charge
duesand use themtosubsidize. Also, membership meetingstorecruit people and
attract membership.

Jae asked about the broad appeal to studentbody. Concernabout makingithard for
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6)

7)
8)

9)

non-members to gotoevents, if they joined late and the club had already bought
advance tickets. Samsaid that might be true of every group, otheroperas
opportunities, evenif they miss outon asold out show.

McCormick said that CU Arts said they offered some discounted tickets - $4 off a $27
ticket. Sam said maybe itwas no service charge, but not a bigdiscount, so not
redundant.

Tony asked if sole purpose was to bring people to shows, and he said that was main
point, and socialize and bring speakers, etc.

Gillian asked about mechanics of an actual event, Sam said they would getahead
countanddivide the money up tosubsidize everyone.

No motion to extend Q&A, moved into debate.

ix. Debate overthe OperaClub.

1)

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

10)
11)

12)
13)
14)

15)
16)

17)

18)

19)

Ronspoke infavorofthe club. Said CU Arts not a society, just gives tickets. Club
could hold events, bringin aprofessorto talk about opera, etc. Would not overlap
with CUArts.

Nonasaid there was a valuable aspect to bringin speakers and have meetings, butno
needforsubsidized tickets if we have CUATrts.

Ericsaid he boughtsubsidized tickets foran opera, the tickets aspectis troubling.
Doesn'tthink studentactivities fee should be funding operatrips.

Shanabrought up the point that budget committee would probably bartickets and
show discretion for those events.

Gillian said that budget committee was competentto dosoand was hesitanttodeny
aclub solely onthis basis. Alsoreviewable by general senate.

Artsaidit shouldn't be the recognition committee should not be deciding based
purely on budgetary concerns.

Njoyasaidthathe didn'tlike opera, but still supported the club, said budget
committee could take care of it.

Tony said finances should still be afactor, particularly with core funding. Legitimate
tonot recognize them.

Lauren pointed out that student activities feegoesto buying baseballbats, poker
chips, things she was notinterestedin, butstill valuable. Should not be basis for
denyingrecognition forthis club.

Jessicaextended debate time by 3minutes.

Bensaid that the Recognition committee should consider finances, especiallywhen
inevitable, hasabudgetaryimpact, should be a consideration. Second, beneficial
purpose clause is new and a stronger standard than previous years, hard to compare
with previousyears with clubs beingletin underlaxerstandards.

Ravi said finances could be arelevant concern, but notthe overridingone todeny
recognition.

Ronsaid that he would not vote to fund tickets, budget committee could exercise
discretion. Club notjustaboutbuyingtickets.

Motioninfavorto extend debate by 5min. Call for consent, objections. Hand vote.
Motion did not pass.

Motionto extend by 2 min. Call for consent, objections. Hand vote. Motion passed.
LDP said group should not be recognized because stretched forresources, each
additional group strains that further. Believesthere should be acompellingreasonto
recognize each group, and no compellingreason here, students will go the opera
regardless.

Miasaid that funding for tickets would most likely not happen. Also points out that
there are otherclubsthatcan be done on Facebook, include faculty members, that
would not need recognition for. EASLS could incorporate these events.

Artsaid that he recognized the need to limit balkanization of student groups, and
make sure that new groups aren't stifled by existing groups thatare notvery active.
Handvote. 21-17-4, passestorecognize. 43 Senators present.
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XVi.

XVii.

20) Benmade a pointof order: an abstention counts as a no vote as per the Constitution.
OperaClubis notrecognized.
X. Questionand Answer phase over Refugee Connect.

1) Committee recognized thatleaderhad done lots of work, but substantial overlap with
SIRR. Believedthat peoplewho believedin refugeerights should work undera
common banner. Recommended seek synergy with SIRR.

2) Noquestions, movedinto debate.

xi. Debate overRefugee Connect.

1) Gilliansaidthatgroup had potential to be a valuable group that would serve adistinct
purpose, butwould need more organization and start out slow. Would need large
capital tostart up and need to proveitself first.

2) Njoyasaidthathe supportedthe group, butwanted more organization and to start
outslow.

3) Shanaasks how many students were listed on membership. Charles, the recognition
liaisonforthe group, saiditwas the minimum 12 people.

4) Gradmanreadthe group purpose of Refugee Connectand SIRR.

5) Callforvote. Handvote. 4-29-5, Refugee Connectis notrecognized.

xii. Questionand Answerover Worker's Rights Project.
1) Gradmansaid not very organized, need amore coherent plan. Recommended
working with CPIL.
2) Noquestions, move todebate.
xiii. Debate over Worker's Rights Project.

1) Nodebate.

2) Gillian called for consent, no objections. Worker's Rights Project not recognized.
xiv. Questionand Answeroverthe Texas Club.

1) Gradmansaidorganizers were energetic, but substantial overlap with Y'allsa.
Gradmanread letterbetween Texas and Y'allsa pledging to work together.

2) Dave askedwhetherwe hadtostill considerthisgroup, giventhey were not
contestingthe decision. Gradman said they withdrew theirappeal, but we stillhad to
considerthe original decision.

3) Artaskedaboutthe distinction between Texas and Y'allsacompared with APALSA,
SCL, NHK, etc.

4) Ericrespondedthatotherclubshadbeen passed underdifferentstandards. The
beneficial purposeclause was new this yearand had to apply that new standard,
moving forward.

5) Ronaskedwhetherthose clubswould have passed underthe new guidelines. Eric
said committee did not decide that question. His personal opinion was that he had
notthoughtaboutit, or examined the constitutions, purpose, etc. Butstill, focusison
the future.

6) Artaskedwhatthe basisfor denial was, Ericresponded that the beneficial purpose
clause was considered before the full committee.

xv. Debate overTexas Club.

1) Bensaidthatdecisionsare notfinal, can come for appeal or next semester.

2) Miasaidthat a more apt analogy would be CalSocand Southern California group.

3) Artsaidthat new groupsshould have the same chance of existence as old ones,
especially if they lapse into inactivity.

4) Jae advocatedthe same point, though he understood precedent.

5) Vote. Handvote. 0-36-11, Texas Clubis notrecognized.

Questionand Answerover Devil's Advocates.
i. Gradmansaidin consideration of the new beneficial purpose clause, did notrecognize.
ii. Motiontoend Q&A, call forconsent, passes.
Debate over Devil's Advocates.
i. Motiontocallthe question, hand vote, passes. Voting, call for consent, no objections,
Devil's Advocates are not recognized.
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V. 2009-2010 Senate Budget.
i. Gillianstated thatthe budgetwentupslightly because of increased fee and more students. Gave
more money to student group allocations, minorchangesin othercommittees.

ii. Questionand Answer phase overthe Budget.
i. Noquestions,somovedintodebate.

iii. Debate overBudget.
i. NjoyasaidthatGilliandidaverygoodjob with the budget.
ii. Nootherquestions,Jessica motionedto call the question. Call forconsent, no objections,

budgetisapproved.

VI. StudentFall Group Allocations.
i. Calledforbudgetcommittee membersto stand and be recognized. Got within $3 of the target,
and Gillian lauded the fairness and advocacy of budget committee members. 411lineitems.
ii. Questionand Answer.
i. Benasked how much was leftforad hoc budget. Gillian said she believed it was $5537,
expected more and larger requests from groups this year.

ii. LDPaskedwhichgroupshadincreased core funding, Gillian said to herrecollection, it was
onlyroughlytwo groups.

iii. LDPaskedaboutthe capital expenditures process. Gillian stated thatthe same process was
used as lastyear, allocated $100 for bannerrequestsin line with last year, and some other
capital requests.

iv. Ericasked aboutthe whetherthere was a formal mechanism to keep track of capital
equipment, LDP said there was no formal mechanism, butinformal.

v. Austinaskedif any expenditures were controversial. Gillian declined to answer as that
would be averyinvolved process, but stated that the process was fair.

vi. Meredith asked aboutthe $15 fine imposed on three groups who did not show up to B(law)
ck party aftercommittingtoit, without 24 hour notice.

vii. Ericasked aboutwhetherthe factthat the $15 fine was not reflected in the budget was
constitutional, and whetheran open vote would be required.

viii. Miaaskedif there was another mechanismto extractthe $15 fee.

ix. Austin made amotiontoamendthe budget, addingthe provision thatthe three groupsin
violation should be deducted $15each.

1) Questionand AnswerregardingSenator Thompson's Amendment.

a) Shanaaskedforclarification thatthe groups had not given 24 hours. Meredith
replied thatthe deadline was noon onthe Wednesday before the party.

b) Miaaskedthat, giventhe surplus, how importantthe amendmentwas.

c) Austinsaidthe $15 would not damage the groups, but served asa warningto
groups.

d) Callforconsenttoextend debate by 1 minute, Ron objected but withdrew, so
passed.

e) LDPaskedwherethe $15 pergroup would go. Gillian stated thatitwould
probably go back to the general fund.

2) Debate onSenate Thompson's Amendment.

a) Meredith gave justification forthe $15fine, minorfinancial penalty to ensure
thatgroups were responsive nexttime. Gillian stated she supported the fine,
fair penalty and supported the message.

b) Benproposedafriendlyamendmenttochange the language to 48 hoursinstead
of 24. Accepted by Austin.

c) Ericstatedthat the $300 minimum was notinthe constitution, butinthe
budget committee guidelines, so that particularissue was not a constitutional
issue.

d) Njoyabroughtup the pointthat members of the committee felt uncomfortable,
given no constitutional authority, to fine groups.
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e) Ronbroughtupthe problem of the period of notice, and Erik supported the
concern.

f) Artstatedthat the budget committee overall supported the fine, but being
unsure aboutthe constitutional authority, did not feel comfortable about
imposing the fines themselves.

g) Austin made the pointthat he thoughtthe penalty wasfair, given the hours that
the committee and the Senate had putinto organizingthe event.

h) Debate over. Hand vote. Amendment passes. 37-2-1.

X. TreasurerHorton proposed anamendmentforthe $45 to be placedinthe Social
Committee's budget, as B(law)ck Party costs will be drawn from this account.
1) QuestionandAnswer.
a) Noquestions.
2) Debate.
a) Nodebate.
b) Callforconsent, noobjections, amendment passes.
xi. Nofurther points of debate onthe amended budget.
xii. Handvote. 46-0-1. Amended budget passes.

VIl. Responsetothe Flu/Cold Season
i. McCormick brought up debate aboutthe fluseason and sick students. Asked fore-mailssoliciting
involvementin coming up with resolutions orsolutions. Also seeks proposal of actionable items
toimplement.

ii. Amarisaskedaboutwhetherthere were webcams to broadcast classes. McCormick said they are
currently working on that, but do not have anythingin place right now.

iii. Artvoicedthe concernthattryingto change the attitude of students and have them not show up
whensick would be ruined by afew people who didn'tfollow the rule, and seek otheralternatives
like vaccinations.

iv. Chris Angell proposed sending weekly emails talking about what to do when symptoms appear
and bring notice to sanitizers.

v. Jorge broughtup the suggestionthat have a point personto respondto people's questions
regarding theirsymptoms.

vi. Austinproposed having designated note takersin class so that sick students wouldn'tfeel
obligated to show uptoclass.

vii. Jae proposed videotapingclasses; eventhough it might discourage people from attendingclasses,
safety and health concernsare animportantissue.

viii. Khalil proposed thatthe potential committee should work with the Mailman School of Public
Health, in addition to Senate work.

ix. LDPsupported note-takingforsick people, already systemin place for people with disabilities,
should be same forthe flu.

x. Eriksaid notjust a student culture issue, butthe administration can'tforce faculty torecord their
lectures, potential legal issue.

xi. Jeansaid that might not needthe administration to coordinate it, since students can ask fellow
classmatesfornotes. Noted thatsoapinthe women's bathroom smelledtoo strong. McCormick
noted thatthe men's bathroom often did not have soap.

xii. MiasuggestedthatPurellinthe bathroom mightbe more functionthan Purellinthe classroom.
Alsosuggested some level of autonomy, let people make theirown decisions, don't have teachers
kick people out.

xiii. Tonysaidthatrecordingis much easierthanvideotaping, usually done onJewish holidays.

VIIl. Senate Constituencies.
i. Resolutionto create senate constituencies, co-sponsored by McCormick and Khalil.
ii. Motiontotablethe discussion, accepted as friendly by McCormick.
iii. McCormick explainedthe basic premise of the resolution, dividing up the student body into
separate constituencies, having senators writing emails to their assigned people, notifying them of
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senate events. Alsoresponsible forlisteningto their concerns, serve asfirst point of contact.
iv. Khalil saiditwould provide good feedback from the student body, good contact with 1Ls. Provide
familiarity overlong-terminteraction.
IX. NewBusiness.
i. Sooaskedaboutthe coffee situationin Lenfest. Jessicasaid thatthere was anew vendor, the
Brooklyn Roasting Company. Also putin more vegetarian options, and asecond cashier. More
changesonthe way. Feedbackthatthe coffee did not taste great.

X. Announcements.

i. Miaannouncedthata number of studentgroups are organizingtoformulatingaresponse tothe
atrocities againstwomenin Guineathat happened overthe pasttwo days. Proposed potential
endorsement by the Senate to thisresolution, objectionto this rape asa war crime.

ii. Gillianasked budgetcommitteeliaison to contact groups andletthem know theirbudgets.

iii. ChristinaaskedforvolunteersforGradfesttotalktoher.

XI. Adjournmentat11:16 pm.
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