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-and-
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STATE OF NEW YORK )





:SS.:

COUNTY OF NEW YORK)

TENANT, being duly sworn hereby deposes and says:

1.
I am a tenant and a petitioner in this case.


2.
I have lived at 123 West 45th Street, New York, New York, Apartment 1 since 1975
.


3.
There are many bad conditions in my apartment; some of them are violations according to the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD).  See Violation Summary Report attached to Petition.

4.
There are other bad conditions in my apartment and the apartments of my fellow tenants
, which require immediate repair.  

5.
The following conditions currently exist in my room and have not been repaired: (1) the ceiling in the living room is collapsing; (2) there are rats, mice, and roaches in the apartment; (3) the living room window is cracked.

6.
There are also bad conditions in the public areas of my building that need repair.

7.
The following conditions currently exist in the building and have not been repaired: (1) the 2nd floor community bathroom toilet does not work; (2) the 2nd floor hallways are dirty; (3) the light at the entrance to the building does not work.

8.
Since January, 2003, I have told my landlord about the conditions in my apartment on multiple occasions.  He has not taken any steps to repair the conditions.

9. Many of these conditions are dangerous to my health and well-being.  I fear that I will be hurt by the collapsing ceiling in my room.  I cannot keep food in my room because of the rats, mice and roaches.  My room is also very cold in the winter because a lot of draft comes through the cracked window.  I am also afraid something could happen to me when I am coming home because it is so dark at the entrance of my building.

10.
I hope that the Court will order my landlord to repair the bad conditions in my room and in my building.

     _____________________________

TENANT

Sworn to before me this

__ of September, 2007

____________________

NOTARY PUBLIC

�See pages 10-12 of the 2007-2008 TRP Manual for instructions on completing this document.  The manual is available at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.columbia.edu/cu/law/trp" ��TRP Website�.


�The affidavit is included in support of the petition. In the affidavit, the tenant is swearing that the bad conditions listed in the petition do in fact exist in her room or apartment. The affidavit provides further information about the tenant (address of their room or apartment, how long they have lived there, etc.) and, like the petition, lists the conditions in need of repair in the tenant’s room or apartment. 





The affidavit should be written from the point of view of the tenant, and to the extent possible, in the tenant’s voice. Stray away from using legal jargon in the affidavit. Instead, make sure it is in lay person’s terms.


�Party names should be in all caps.  Make sure that the party names are the same on all of the documents.  You can find the defendant’s information on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/hpd/html/home/home.shtml" ��HPD�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dof/html/acris.html" ��ACRIS�, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/html/bis/bis.shtml" ��DOB� websites.  Be sure to include all of the individuals listed--including officers, owners, managing agents, etc.





The only difference in the header section should be the title (e.g., this is the Affidavit).


�Be sure to include the tenant’s apartment number.


�Try to give as specific a date as possible.


�Unless this is a multi-tenant case or we are alleging problems with other units in the building, delete this phrase about other apartments.


�This section is for issues in the unit only, not in the common areas.





Be concise but as specific as possible!  Also, the descriptions here should be the same as in the Petition.


�If the problems are all in the apartment, you will need to delete paragraphs 6 & 7 and renumber accordingly.


�This section is for issues in the common areas only, not in the unit.





Be concise but as specific as possible!  Also, the descriptions here should be the same as in the Petition.


�Detail (1) what the tenant has done to get repairs and (2) the response of the landlord.





Be as specific as possible.


�This is the place to express the impact the poor conditions have had on the client.


�The tenant will have to sign the affidavit. Before she signs it, you should make sure it is accurate and complete and offer to read it together with the tenant. The tenant must be comfortable with the content and tone of the document, because signing it she is swearing that it is true.


�If there are multiple tenants involved in the HP action, there must be an affidavit for each individual tenant.


�This is the date of the client meeting, when the affidavit will be signed.  You may need to leave this tentative at first, but be sure to update it before it is signed.





