DESCRIPTION OF

POTENTIAL TEXT DIGITIZATION PROJECT

Selector:
Karen Green

Holding Library:
 Butler Library
      Collection Title (Please Provide a Name for this Project): Regesta pontificum romanorum
1. Nature of Digitization Project 
a. Briefly describe the materials to be digitized, including their subject or discipline-related content, chronological or geographical coverage, languages and character sets, etc. 

In the late 19th century, Augustus Potthast created a massive list of all known papal letters, using the Vatican's papal registers. The section for each pope is preceded by a brief discussion of the sources, and a short timeline of notable events in each papacy (also with sources noted).  This introductory matter is followed by a chronological list of papal letters, to each of which a number is assigned.  Each entry includes a brief description of the subject matter (in Latin), the date in the Roman calendar, the sources in which the letter is edited, and the incipit (or, opening words).  Where the town from which the letter is sent is known, that is also included.  There are two editions, one reaching from St Peter through 1198, the other extending on until 1304.

b. [Optional: Indicate whether the project assumes external funding or should be considered for accomplishing in-house with existing staff resources; indicate too whether the project might be considered a demonstration project for the purposes of attracting funding for a larger project.]

c. Describe the priority this project has relative to other possible projects in your area by selecting one of the following options:

___ Immediate  ___ Short-Term  _X_ Medium-Term  ___ Long-Term

2. Scope of Digitization
a. Specify the types/genres and amount of material to be digitized (e.g., 10 volumes amounting to ca. 1800 pages of text, ca. 100 volumes amounting to ca. 30,000 pages of text with many black and white illustrations,  2 folio volumes of ca. 400 pages with ca. 150 oversized color images)   

The later edition (through 1304) is in two volumes, with a total of 2157 pages.  There are no illustrations.  The information is presented in the form of a table, with one columne having the date, a second column having the location, and the third having the rest of the entry.

b. For textual materials, indicate whether they will be also need to be OCR'd and presented as searchable text, or whether page images only are needed. 

This resource would be useless if not fully searchable.  Page images would be a waste of time: the amount of time spent creating the metadata to make them useful would be better spent on OCR.

c. [Optional :For other materials, please indicate any requirements or assumptions about the quality of scans, derivatives, indexing, etc.]

3. Value to Columbia Libraries Collections
a. How would this project strengthen, complement or otherwise relate to existing paper (etc.) or digital collections at CUL?   

We are currently in negotiations with Brepols to acquire Ut per litteras apostolicas, their database of the registers (and full-text letters) of the popes, covering the 13th and 14th centuries (see http://www.brepolis.net/pl_en.html).  The Potthast Regesta, while not providing full-text letter contents, would still provide pointers to the letters of every pope from St. Peter through Celestine III (1191-1198), providing a segue into the Brepols resource.
b. Does this material relate to the collection development policies of the holding library or the Libraries as a whole?

We have a substantial commitment to late antique and medieval papal history, especially to support the research of Robert Somerville and his students.

c. Are there other comparable or related digital collections already available publicly?  

To my knowledge, only the Brepols resource mentioned above.

4. Value to Columbia Research & Teaching 

a. How would this project serve current, recognized research, study or curricular needs of Columbia?

Columbia has an internationally-recognized program in medieval history.  Papal letters, which can reflect decisions on ecclesiastial conflicts, heresy and orthodoxy, royal politicking, canonization, among a myriad of other topics, are a fundamental primary resource in this scholarship.  Just this week, a reference question came in about a papal ruling on a squabble between two monasteries for the possession of a relic of St. Cataldus.  Since the patron didn't know the exact date of the squabble, it will require painstakingly poring over every entry in a given papacy (in this case, Alexander IV, whose letters constitute over 3400 entries).  The ability to do a keyword search on the name of the saint, or of the churches involved, would dramatically shorten the time spent on scutwork.

b. Which Columbia faculty members work in the area covered by this project?   Have they indicated they would make use of these materials, or materials of this type, in digitized form? 

As mentioned above, Robert Somerville works intensively with papal letters.  Adam Kosto works in diplomatics, which include papal letters.  Joan Ferrante works with letters to and from women, and had a research assistant spend weeks scanning Potthast for feminine addressees.  I have not spoken with these professors about this project, but I know that Professors Somerville and Kosto have been following our negotations for the brepols database quite closely, and could be expected to make the same use of this resource.

5. Partnerships
a. Are there other Columbia groups that we can or should partner with in this type of project?

Not to my knowledge.

b. Are there other institutions that are particularly strong in these or related materials that we can or should partner with?

Not to my knowledge.  We have one of the best collections in this area in the country.

6. Scope of Cataloging 

a. Have these materials been cataloged, described in a finding aid, or have another kind of metadata? Please describe and include links to cataloging or finding aids if available.

We own the two editions of Potthast: they are in the Ancient/Medieval Reading Room at BX 850 .C38 1956g and BX 850 .C32 1957 (CLIO IDs AJY8887 and AJY8892).  There is no more cataloging information, to my knowledge, than is contained in the MARC records.

b. [Optional:  If not, please give details of type and amount of cataloging / description being proposed within the context of this grant and how it would be accomplished.]

For the most part, the contents could stand on their own.  It would be intriguing to add metadata such that would have supported Professor Ferrante (e.g., gender of addressee).  This could conceivably be done by a graduate student working part time.
7. Rights / Permissions
a. Identify copyright issues and other potential restrictions. Are these materials in the public domain? Does Columbia hold rights for copying and dissemination?  (If you are not sure of the answers to the preceding, what percentage of the material was published prior to 1923?  What percentage between 1923 and 1963?)

The 1956 edition, originally published in 1888, and the 1957 edition, originally published in 1875, are both copyright Akademische Druck- u. Verlaganstalt, in Graz.  I have not been able to locate any subsequent editions in OCLC or RLIN.

b. [Optional: Describe approach to resolving or managing these restrictions within the context of the project.]

8. Physical Condition 

a. Are the physical items intact, in good condition, and playable (where appropriate, e.g. videotapes)? 

In very good condition.

b. [Optional: If not, describe in general terms what types of physical problems are present.]

c. Are the materials appropriately housed, or will rehousing be part of the project?

They are part of the non-circulating collection in the Ancient and Medieval Studies Reading Room, and would remain there.

d. [Optional: Will any conservation treatment or other physical work be needed to enable the materials to be digitized? For instance, it may not be possible to digitize a book that is tightly bound and has narrow margins without disbinding it.]

e. For archival and manuscript collections, have the materials been fully processed and arranged?

