DESCRIPTION OF

POTENTIAL TEXT DIGITIZATION PROJECT

Selector:

Bob Scott


Holding Library:
 


Butler Stacks

      Collection Title (Please Provide a Name for this Project): 


RUSSIAN PRE-REVOLUTIONARY JOURNALS

1. Nature of Digitization Project 
a. Briefly describe the materials to be digitized, including their subject or discipline-related content, chronological or geographical coverage, languages and character sets, etc. 

Proposes to digitize the text of one of the so-called “fat journals” that were a most important forum for Russian intellectual and political discourse in the 19th and early 20th centuries as part of a broader project involving other Slavic collections around the U.S. Putting even one of these important journals online would represent a giant step toward correcting the absence of authoritative Russian historical material online that has prevailed heretofore.  Among the possible candidates in our collection are Otechestvennyia Zapiski, Russkaia Mysl, Russkoe Bogatstvo, and Sievernyi Viestnik (all in print), and Russkii Arkhiv (in microfiche).  Perhaps the current Slavic microfilming project will provide an opportunity for this (or perhaps suggest other material Russian material that could be digitized).

b. [Optional: Indicate whether the project assumes external funding or should be considered for accomplishing in-house with existing staff resources; indicate too whether the project might be considered a demonstration project for the purposes of attracting funding for a larger project.]

c. Describe the priority this project has relative to other possible projects in your area by selecting one of the following options:

___ Immediate  __X_ Short-Term  ___ Medium-Term  ___ Long-Term

2. Scope of Digitization
a. Specify the types/genres and amount of material to be digitized 

Depending on the journal selected, we would be dealing with approximately 50 to 100 volumes of material in Russian (c. 20,000-40,000 pages)

b. For textual materials, indicate whether they will be also need to be OCR'd and presented as searchable text, or whether page images only are needed. 

OCR required

c. [Optional :For other materials, please indicate any requirements or assumptions about the quality of scans, derivatives, indexing, etc.]

3. Value to Columbia Libraries Collections
a. How would this project strengthen, complement or otherwise relate to existing paper (etc.) or digital collections at CUL?   

Columbia has a rich Russian collection and a long and distinguished tradition of Russian Studies.  Until now, however, there has not been a great deal of authoritative online material for researchers in this field to work with, particularly not for historians or literary scholars.  Given the central importance of the “fat journals” for 19th and early 20th century intellectual, political, and cultural history, this project would be very welcome.

b. Does this material relate to the collection development policies of the holding library or the Libraries as a whole?

Russian literature and history are a major collection field at Columbia. 

c. Are there other comparable or related digital collections already available publicly?  




No.

4. Value to Columbia Research & Teaching 

a. How would this project serve current, recognized research, study or curricular needs of Columbia?

Historians, literary scholars, students of Russian language, and political scientists looking into the history of Russian political culture will all benefit greatly from the rich searchable corpus of  material that such digitization would provide.

b. Which Columbia faculty members work in the area covered by this project?   Have they indicated they would make use of these materials, or materials of this type, in digitized form? 


At least 15 faculty members in History, Slavic Languages and Literatures, and Political Science, both here and at Barnard, would be sure to make use of such a collection in their research and teaching. 

5. Partnerships
a. Are there other Columbia groups that we can or should partner with in this type of project?

b. Are there other institutions that are particularly strong in these or related materials that we can or should partner with?

This project has long been discussed by Slavic bibliographers.  The University of Minnesota in particular has sought to get something like this going.  Columbia could help to jump start the process by taking on one of the key journals.  Obviously selection of the title should be made in consultation with other institutions.

6. Scope of Cataloging 

a. Have these materials been cataloged, described in a finding aid, or have another kind of metadata? Please describe and include links to cataloging or finding aids if available.

The journals in question are all cataloged, though some not yet online. Indexing of individual articles is much sparser, and hence access would be greatly enhanced by such a digitization project.

b. [Optional:  If not, please give details of type and amount of cataloging / description being proposed within the context of this grant and how it would be accomplished.]

7. Rights / Permissions
a. Identify copyright issues and other potential restrictions. Are these materials in the public domain? Does Columbia hold rights for copying and dissemination?  (If you are not sure of the answers to the preceding, what percentage of the material was published prior to 1923?  What percentage between 1923 and 1963?)

The great bulk of this material dates back before 1923.  (A few of the journals do have continuation in the emigration or Soviet period, but that material could be left until some later date.)

b. [Optional: Describe approach to resolving or managing these restrictions within the context of the project.]

8. Physical Condition 

a. Are the physical items intact, in good condition, and playable (where appropriate, e.g. videotapes)? 

Condition of journals on shelf varies, many brittle, but text seems generally intact.

b. [Optional: If not, describe in general terms what types of physical problems are present.]

c. Are the materials appropriately housed, or will rehousing be part of the project?

Some of the journals will probably need to put in preservation cases or even withdrawn from the collection after processing.

d. [Optional: Will any conservation treatment or other physical work be needed to enable the materials to be digitized? For instance, it may not be possible to digitize a book that is tightly bound and has narrow margins without disbinding it.]

e. For archival and manuscript collections, have the materials been fully processed and arranged?



N/A

