DESCRIPTION OF

POTENTIAL TEXT DIGITIZATION PROJECT

Selector:
Joseph Caruso, African Studies Librarian

Holding Library:
 

Columbia University and the West African Research Center, Dakar, Senegal

      Collection Title (Please Provide a Name for this Project): 
"African Language Material Archive: Languages of the Senegambian Region"

Nature of Digitization Project 
a. Briefly describe the materials to be digitized, including their subject or discipline-related content, chronological or geographical coverage, languages and character sets, etc.

The current project envisioned is a continuation of Columbia's involvement in the development of the West African text archive now known as the ALMA Project.  See website component of pilot project:      http://www.aiys.org/aodl/EBOOKS/index.html 
For some background info, see also: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/data/indiv/area/Intern2.html                     See also: http://www.warc-croa.org/alma.htm
The pilot involved the scanning of  texts in 3 major West African languages: Wolof, Pular, and Mandinka.  Each of these languages contains a handful of non-roman script characters.  Due to the lack of funds for copy editing/proofing for these characters, the pilot archive consists of searchable bibliographic entries and summaries in 3 languages and full text images of the original publications (PDF format). The material that was scanned in the pilot and is anticipated in the new phase of the archive project dates from the 1970s onwards. For example: back issues of the vernacular newspapers of the 1980s and early 1990s: Xal Wi and Sofaa (Ceased titles, but CUL has back issues on microfilm); and, author-published or NGO publishers' titles from 1980s onwards in Wolof, Pular, and Mandinka some of which were included in the pilot.  Some older material (publications or manuscripts), which could be considered, is housed by the library of the Institut Fondamental d'Afrique Noire at the Universite Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar, Senegal.

During June/July 2003, UNESCO is scheduled to make available the CD-Rom version, with a multi-lingual menu.  The basic product was designed by  David Magier, with some assistance from Joe Caruso, both of CUL.  The archive itself needs to grow. 

Title VI National Resource Centers for African Studies (excluding Columbia) have recognized this pilot as an important contribution in the field of African studies and are planning to fund the continuation of the ALMA project with U.S. Dept. of Education monies for 2003-2006.  For example, during June 2003, an American linguist from Boston University is already pursuing contacts in other parts of West Africa, nobtably Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger, in order to collect materials in other West African languages and to secure permissions.  Columbia would continue to focus on building the Senegambian portion of the collection. 

Selection of material to be negotiated 

Selection of material will require: 

Support for CUL's African Studies Librarian to travel in Senegal to negotiate   permissions for additional material from NGOs, authors, publishers, and institutions.

Support for linguistic consultants in Dakar (Senegal), Banjul (The Gambia), and  New York City: translations, selection and purchases of original print material, and negotiations for permissions, etc.  

Support for trained consultant(s) to carry out (digital) scanning of original print materials at the West African Research Center in Dakar, Senegal and at Columbia University in the USA

*Note: Columbia's activity would be part of a larger project now gaining momentum, based on Columbia's own initial efforts and those of some members of the West African Research Association in Dakar, Senegal.
b. [Optional: Indicate whether the project assumes external funding or should be considered for accomplishing in-house with existing staff resources; indicate too whether the project might be considered a demonstration project for the purposes of attracting funding for a larger project.]

Describe the priority this project has relative to other possible projects in your area by selecting one of the following options:

X Immediate  X Short-Term   X Medium-Term  X Long-Term

2. Scope of Digitization : TO BE DETERMINED

a. Specify the types/genres and amount of material to be digitized (e.g., 10 volumes amounting to ca. 1800 pages of text, ca. 100 volumes amounting to ca. 30,000 pages of text with many black and white illustrations,  2 folio volumes of ca. 400 pages with ca. 150 oversized color images)   

b. For textual materials, indicate whether they will be also need to be OCR'd and presented as searchable text, or whether page images only are needed. 

c. [Optional :For other materials, please indicate any requirements or assumptions about the quality of scans, derivatives, indexing, etc.]

3. Value to Columbia Libraries Collections
a. How would this project strengthen, complement or otherwise relate to existing paper (etc.) or digital collections at CUL? 

Columbia's continued support for the Senegambian component of the ALMA project is based on the same criteria for the original pilot: to enhance the research level collection of print material on the history and cultures of the Senegambian region at Columbia and other major US research libraries.

b. Does this material relate to the collection development policies of the holding library or the Libraries as a whole?

Yes

c. Are there other comparable or related digital collections already available publicly?  

Very few.

See: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/africa/cuvl/langs.html#wolof See: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/africa/cuvl/langs.html#pular See: http://www.africanculture.dk/gambia/langabot.htm

d. Value to Columbia Research & Teaching 

a. How would this project serve current, recognized research, study or curricular needs of Columbia?

Research level interest at Columbia among both faculty and students in the Senegambian region has been growing and sustained since the early 1990s: history, anthropology/sociology, political science, international education, Islamic studies

b. Which Columbia faculty members work in the area covered by this project?   Have they indicated they would make use of these materials, or materials of this type, in digitized form? 

Ousmane Kane (SIPA/Pol. Sci); Linda Beck (Pol.Sci, Barnard); Gregory Mann (History); Fallou Gueye (Wolof  language instructor thru SIPA, 1993-2003); Sally Findley (Pop Studies/Public Health): graduate students in SIPA; graduate students at Teachers College

e. Partnerships
a. Are there other Columbia groups that we can or should partner with in this type of project?

b. Are there other institutions that are particularly strong in these or related materials that we can or should partner with?

(1) Universite Cheik Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal

(2) Michigan State University:  Pular project is on-going, see: http://www.africandl.org/

(3) Other potential partners in the US: Stanford University/UC-Berkeley

(4) UNESCO

f. Scope of Cataloging 

TO BE DETERMINED, but the ALMA pilot project texts were cataloged (by Joe Caruso of CUL) and the records were conceptually an integral part of the product.

a. Have these materials been cataloged, described in a finding aid, or have another kind of metadata? Please describe and include links to cataloging or finding aids if available.

b. [Optional:  If not, please give details of type and amount of cataloging / description being proposed within the context of this grant and how it would be accomplished.]
g. Rights / Permissions 
TO BE DETERMINED, but relative success in gaining permissions for the pilot archive suggests good probability for future success in convincing the same and other NGOs and authors to contribute more publications.

a. Identify copyright issues and other potential restrictions. Are these materials in the public domain? Does Columbia hold rights for copying and dissemination?  (If you are not sure of the answers to the preceding, what percentage of the material was published prior to 1923?  What percentage between 1923 and 1963?)

b. [Optional: Describe approach to resolving or managing these restrictions within the context of the project.]

h. Physical Condition 

 TO BE DETERMINED, but most of the material under consideration is/will be of recent origin and without major conservation problems.

a. Are the physical items intact, in good condition, and playable (where appropriate, e.g. videotapes)? 

b. [Optional: If not, describe in general terms what types of physical problems are present]

c. Are the materials appropriately housed, or will rehousing be part of the project?

Housing will be provided either by the West African Research Center in Dakar, Senegal or by Columbia University;  the digital archive on the Internet is sponsored by the Council of American Overseas Research Centers, as part of its American Overseas Digital Library programme, see: http://www.aiys.org/aodl/index.html

d. [Optional: Will any conservation treatment or other physical work be needed to enable the materials to be digitized? For instance, it may not be possible to digitize a book that is tightly bound and has narrow margins without disbinding it.]

e. For archival and manuscript collections, have the materials been fully processed and arranged?

