DESCRIPTION OF

POTENTIAL TEXT DIGITIZATION PROJECT

Selector:
 

Bob Scott

Holding Library: 

Butler Reference
      Collection Title (Please Provide a Name for this Project): 

       STOKES ICONOGRAPHY OF MANHATTAN ISLAND

1. Nature of Digitization Project 
a. Briefly describe the materials to be digitized, including their subject or discipline-related content, chronological or geographical coverage, languages and character sets, etc.   

A  key and classic source for the study of New York history, including a general historical narrative, an authoritative and richly-cataloged collection of the key historic pictorial and cartographic views of Manhattan, a very detailed chronology of New York history, bibliographies of primary and secondary sources, and rich set of indexes and cross-references to the text, illustrations, and maps.  Thanks to its reputation, its appearance on the Web could serve to bring considerable attention to the Libraries’ new digital programs.  Because of the richness of the content and complexity of the cross-referencing, this work would actually be much more effectively used in electronic format, particularly if supplied with the appropriate hyperlinks, which I believe, from experience working with smaller texts, could probably be added to a significant extent automatically by global searching and replacement procedures, taking advantage of the characteristic formulation of cross-references in the text.  The illustrations, which were produced with a photolithographic process, would, if digitized at a high density, would lend themselves to the kind of close study that the print work aimed to achieve but often could not, given the constraints of a book-sized format.

b. [Optional: Indicate whether the project assumes external funding or should be considered for accomplishing in-house with existing staff resources; indicate too whether the project might be considered a demonstration project for the purposes of attracting funding for a larger project.]

c. Describe the priority this project has relative to other possible projects in your area by selecting one of the following options:

_ X__ Immediate  ___ Short-Term  ___ Medium-Term  ___ Long-Term

(If this is to play any role in the anniversary commemoration, the materials relating to the 17th and 18th century, at least, would  to be completed by the beginning of 2004.)

2. Scope of Digitization
a. Specify the types/genres and amount of material to be digitized :

6 volumes, amounting to approximately 4000 pages, much of it in small fonts, and approximately 350 plates (a few in color and a few oversized) and at least 100 more illustrations in the body of the text.  

b. For textual materials, indicate whether they will be also need to be OCR'd and presented as searchable text, or whether page images only are needed. 

OCR is needed.

c. [Optional :For other materials, please indicate any requirements or assumptions about the quality of scans, derivatives, indexing, etc.]

High density scans of at least selected images, to allow close-up viewing of detail.

3. Value to Columbia Libraries Collections
a. How would this project strengthen, complement or otherwise relate to existing paper (etc.) or digital collections at CUL?   

The libraries contain a good deal of material related to the city of New York, and certainly key works such as this one.  Moreover, some of our important digital holdings (Proquest Historical Newspapers, Accessible Archives, Harpweek, the Sanborn Maps) are contributing to a growing set of powerful resources for the study of New York City history

b. Does this material relate to the collection development policies of the holding library or the Libraries as a whole?

See 3a.

c. Are there other comparable or related digital collections already available publicly?  

As far as I know, there is nothing of this comprehensiveness or authoritative character available on the Web. NYPL will be bringing up an enormous collection of images in the not too distant future, in which NYC scenes will play a very important role, but that collection will not provide the focus and organization that Stokes does.

Value to Columbia Research & Teaching 

d. How would this project serve current, recognized research, study or curricular needs of Columbia?

The city of New York has been an important topic of study in history, architecture and urban studies

e. Which Columbia faculty members work in the area covered by this project?   Have they indicated they would make use of these materials, or materials of this type, in digitized form?   

At least 12 members of the Columbia history department teaching U.S. history, 3 or 4 history faculty members at Barnard, various faculty in architecture and urban studies, instructors giving undergrads the traditional “research a building” assignment, and many others would be certain to use it.  Two historians (Bob McCaughey and Claudia Bushman, who is now retired) associated with the committee to celebrate the 250th anniversary have expressed an explicit interest in seeing this resource digitized, and McCaughey has made use of some of the images scanned by the ETS in his classes already.

4. Partnerships
a. Are there other Columbia groups that we can or should partner with in this type of project?

The Publications Committee for the 250th Anniversary of Kings Colleague; Barnard Electronic Archive and Teaching Laboratory, which has created a set of resources for the 250th anniversary; faculty in History and Architecture

b. Are there other institutions that are particularly strong in these or related materials that we can or should partner with?

The work includes many reproductions of iconographic works held in other New York City institutions (NYPL, NYHS, etc.), and an obvious further development would be linkages from its text to digital versions of the originals themselves.  Moreover, its status as an authoritative list of the key images would make it a good starting point for linking out to other resources relating to the history of the city (e.g., the extensive collection of material now being digitized for the NYPL image archive), perhaps serving as a centerpiece for collaborative projects involving many other libraries and archives in the city.

5. Scope of Cataloging 

a. Have these materials been cataloged, described in a finding aid, or have another kind of metadata? Please describe and include links to cataloging or finding aids if available.

There is cataloging for the book.  One would want to see some level cataloging for the individual images in the text, probably, but none exists in electronic form as far as I know. (The work itself provides very extensive cataloging data for each of the image, however.)

b. [Optional:  If not, please give details of type and amount of cataloging / description being proposed within the context of this grant and how it would be accomplished.]

6. Rights / Permissions
a. Identify copyright issues and other potential restrictions. Are these materials in the public domain? Does Columbia hold rights for copying and dissemination?  (If you are not sure of the answers to the preceding, what percentage of the material was published prior to 1923?  What percentage between 1923 and 1963?)

Volumes 1 to 4 were published between 1915 and 1922 and so are safely in the public domain.  Volumes 5 and 6 were published in 1926 and 1928, but there is no indication of a copyright renewal for either of those individual volumes in the copyright registers for 1953-1958, the period during which such a renewal would have had to take place.

b. [Optional: Describe approach to resolving or managing these restrictions within the context of the project.]

7. Physical Condition 

a. Are the physical items intact, in good condition, and playable (where appropriate, e.g. videotapes)? 

The volumes are in relatively good shape.  A few of the oversized images have come apart at the fold, but Preservation had little trouble in dealing with some of those when were doing an experiment with volume 1 earlier.  Volume 6 is in a little worse shape, although all of the pages appear to be perfectly copiable.

b. [Optional: If not, describe in general terms what types of physical problems are present.]

c. Are the materials appropriately housed, or will rehousing be part of the project?

Rehousing will not be part of the project per se, although repair of the born oversized pages will surely be required for digitization.

d. [Optional: Will any conservation treatment or other physical work be needed to enable the materials to be digitized? For instance, it may not be possible to digitize a book that is tightly bound and has narrow margins without disbinding it.]

e. For archival and manuscript collections, have the materials been fully processed and arranged?

