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1. Description of the Project and its Significance

Over the last decade, significant work has proceeded on both sides of the Atlantic towards making information about U.S. and English medieval manuscript collections accessible on the World Wide Web.   The current proposal envisions bringing into a single high-quality knowledge base not only basic cataloguing information about these manuscripts, enhanced with tens of thousands of digitized page images, but also a growing number of fully digitized manuscripts optimally displayed for effective study and research.   The requested funding will allow a newly expanded Digital Scriptorium to offer more of the content, tools and infrastructure needed to support scholarship, research and teaching in a wide variety of disciplines relating to the Middle Ages at the same time that it supports important ongoing efforts at the Bodleian to complete the migration of earlier modes of cataloguing into newer standards suited for electronic description and access.   Columbia University, on behalf of the Digital Scriptorium consortium, and the Bodleian Library of Oxford University are ideal partners in this undertaking, because of their long experience with and commitment to supporting digital projects relating to medieval manuscripts and other digital programs in the humanities.  

The Bodleian Library houses one of the world’s largest collections of medieval and renaissance manuscripts, a collection that continues to grow through gift and through purchase, and is committed to increasing understanding of and access to its collection in the context of the overall Oxford Digital Library initiative, dating from 2001.   Digital Scriptorium is a consortium of libraries, large and small, across the United States that joined forces over the past ten years to provide access to their medieval and renaissance materials in a coherent and sustainable manner.
This proposal requests funding to build on the significant accomplishments and work in progress at Columbia University Libraries, on behalf of the U.S. Digital Scriptorium consortium, and at the Bodleian Library of Oxford University to enable the creation of a true transatlantic medieval digital library catalogue linked to a growing collection of partially and fully digitized manuscripts.

In addition to the significant achievements anticipated under this grant, the actual process of working within this partnership will provide Columbia and Oxford with the specific experience, tools and organization relationships needed to continue this collaboration into the future.   It will also provide a new and effective model for the (non-exclusive) integration of other large British and American collections within the Digital Scriptorium virtual library, helping speed its progress into a rich and expansive research tool for medieval scholarship internationally.   

Digital Scriptorium

Oxford University and Columbia University, November 2007

