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JOHN BOYNTON KAISER PAPERS

INDEX TO GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE
Located in SERIES I, II, III, IV.

Shelved off-aits)

Babb, James T. - Yale University Library, letter from Kaiser 2/4/4-9 Series III, Folder 5&

Bass, Miriam E., Librarian, Morristown, N.J. letter to Kaiser 12/2/48 -Series III,
Folder 3

Carnovsky, Leon, Dean, University of .Chicago Library School-letter to Kaiser 7,25/45
Series III,

. • Folder 1

Conmy, Peter - Oakland Public Library- letters to Kaiser 3/24/50•, 3/29/50-Series II
Folder 19

Clift, David, Associate Librarian, Yale Univ.-letter to Kaiser 2/7/49 Series III
Folder $e

Creese, James - Correspondence 5/6/48 - Series III, Folder 2a

Donovan, J.J., Managing Editor Personnel Review - correspondence re printing

of McGill Speech. Series III, Folder 5e

Slchlin, Maude - invitation to Kaiser 12/4/48 Series III, Folder 3

Gardner, Burleigh B., Executive Director, Social Research, Inc. Series III,Folder 6b

Herron, William - Newark High School I*«;n's Association - correspondence with Kaiser

10/13/43; 10/14/43; 10/19/43. Series II, Folder 9

Holden, Katharine M. Numerous correspondence in Series IV. ~"

Joeckel, C.B. Invitation to Chicago Institute 6/23/45 SERIES III, Folder 1.

Kaiser, Boynton Swift - son's memo, very brief re bibliography Series III, Folder 5c
Also letter 2/2/49, Series III, ?olier 4d, ti 12/4$.

Keck, Mr3. Lucille, Reference Librarian, Chicago. Re Personnel administration

Series III, Folder \t\

Kirk, Grayson L. Numerous correspondence' . Series IV

Krueger, Theodore, Manager of Statler. Correspondence 2/9/49; 2/12/49. Series III,
Folder 5e



Kaiser 2
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iS I, II, III and IV
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Land, R.ii. Librarian, William and Mary College. Letter to Kaiser 4/4/50 Series II,
Polder 20

Laughlin, Grace. Professional Staff Association, Boston Public Library. Letter
to Kaiser, 10/23/48. Series II, Polder 12.

Law, Marie Hamilton. Correspondence 4/15/4*3? 4/20/48 and 4/28/48. Series III,
Polder 2a

Leigh, Robert. Invitation to Kaiser to K.Y. State Library Aluimi Breakfast 6/12/58.Series I
M " " " Ken's Paculty Club. Series J ^

Correspondence re "organization charts 7/31/58. Series Ti?*

Leupp, Harold. Berkeley, California Library. 1/13/43. Series II, Folder 3

Lord, Milton, Director, Boston Public Library. Letter to Kaiser 10/25/48. Series II,
Polder 12.

Ladington, Flora B. Correspondence. Series IV

MacParland, Henry J. , Municipal Civil Service Bureau. Correspondence 2/18/46; 2/26/46.
Series I I I , Polder 6a.

Marino, ^rank. President, Iron Bound Citizen's Council, Newark. Letter to Kaiser arid reply
6/9/55- 6/7/55. Series I I , Folder 22.

Martin, Lowell. Correspondence re University of flhicago Inst i tute: to Kaiser 3/13/45
8/22/45/8/24/45; from Kaiser 7/23/45/-7/26/45 and 3/18/45, Series I I I ,

Polder 1.
Additional correspondence Series IV.

Metoalf, Louisa S. Professional Staff Association, Boston Public Library.
Correspondence 9 pieces: j/4/48 -11/11/4B. Series I I , Polder 12.

McDonough, Roger H. Director, State of "ew Jersey Library. Letter to Kaieer 12/1/46
Series I I I , Folder 3.

Ivbrton, Elizabeth Ilouier, Executive Secretary, Can^'ilan LiY-:.c} A:-,; ojiatior:
Latter 3/5/47 re "The Power of Print" Series I I I , Folder ;e

luunn, R. Russel. Akron Public IAbrary. Lettor to Kaiser ll /2; ' /^8. "•';ri:- II ,?:••!.-> v 1".
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Series I

t ..v.

/ John Boynton Kaiser waa born in Cleveland on January 1,. 186?

/ i .lied on September 30, 1973. lie was a r̂ raduite of the New York

/ Library School at Albany and obtained a BLS in 1^10 and an

MLS in 1917. He also earmed a decree in international law from the

University of Illinois in 1912,

Kaiser worked in the public libraries of Tacoma, V/ashinsrton,

lovra City, Iowa, Oakland,' C nlifornia, and Mewark, Hew Jersey. Of

the last two he was director, being at Oakland from 19P7-19U3 and at

Newark from'19I+3-1958.

He taught classes in library administration at the University

of Illinois, University of Chicago, Rutgers, University/- of California

at Berkeley as well as at Columbia.

Kaiser was president of the Pacific Northwest Library Asrociation

from 1917-1918. He served as president of the .California Library

Association from 1932-1933 and was president of the Hew Jersey Library

Association from 19U8-19)i9. He served a3 vice-prersident of the

American Library Association in 19U9-19S0. b'rom 1960-1963 !'"aiaer

wa3 the executive director of the American documentation Inr.titute

(novx the Airrjric-an Society for Information Science). He served as

president of the iiew York State Library School \rs --.oc5 ation f rom 19U7-

1973.

He contributed to professional boo1:,", and jo1:...'inn]g, writ:?*rn; or.

the fjubjectr. of l ibrary â Tnin? r-trati on, finance, av>'"' np.'";onnol. ve

also compiled biblionviphies in the r ?.old of - h t l i t c l v , T-!c edited

the April, 19^8 issue of I.ibr.a>>v Trends on the "Lervil . -vonect-.s cT
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Library Administration." Upon hie retirement in 1950 the 'icw

Public Library prepared, Ari Annotated -Bibliography of the writings

of John Boyn.ton Kaiser Wublishe I 1911 to 19$8 which 3 hows not only

his professional interests but also his activity as a Philatelist.

SOURCES ,.<''"

1 . Obituary a r t i c l e in Columbia Univers i ty SLS Library Service -lews.
3ov. 1973.. , . - - '

2m A^-3iograph!cql Oirectorv of I ibrar iar . s in the United S t a t e s and
5 , 1970. (formerly VJho1 3 Who in l i b r a r y S e r v i c e ) . "" .

THE KA1S1SH FA JEERS:
" * - ' * • . • -

The papers of John LJovnton Kaiser arrived at the Special Col-

ections Division of Columbia University" in late 1973 in a number of

corrogated cardboard cartons. The material had no formal order or

arrangement; similar materialr* viere, however, r.^-norally bundled to-

gether. For example, the materials, having to do with his activity

as director of the bTewarV Public library ;:ore piled together as were

the materials having to do with his teaching activit ies. p'our rer-

sons from Prof. Tauber1 s Archives lianar.enent course coo"ne:?ated on the

project of preparing this collection for U3C Each one undertook to

describe .and arrange such material as fell j.nto v.rcll •1colnp'! nh^so^

or activities in Kaiser's l i fe . The '.'ouv major a rear1, ap^o-i^o^ t̂ - u-e

teaching r-ecorls, speeches an'1 letters <\r librirv U^oct^^, o-hnr

speeches "ii 1 publication?, an 1 coriiriittce activities.

In f/:r)er*iil even this preliminary •isr.ii'.nir.ent of ."I:*car*. ?oc re! to



iGt.l.OO.1. V

bear out ochellcnberg1s contention that nr.lv>)te records can be

described effectively in relation to their provenance and arranged

into series which can then be dealt with collectively.

, v The material consists solely of textual records; there 5s net

what one would call three dimensional memorabilia nor are there

photographs or naps*

........... After each area has been preliminarily arranged, described, and

inventoried it will be possible to coordinate these separate lists

into, a comprehensive listing of the Kaiser papers and open the col-

lection, for. use,

The collection is an incomplete one as it does not cover the

entire scope of Kaiser's activities and work. V/e nay suppose that

a great deal of PCaiser material is held by the public libraries of

Oakland and Newark and. in other places.

There are apparentlv no stipulations' or restrictions attached

to the collection and it will be available to qualified persons sub-

ject to the privileges and rules of the Division of Special Collections

Of polumbia University.

..-.-: • The material which I arranged consists of two containers of

teaching records produced by Kaiser while teaching courser in library

Administration at the University of California in 19^6 and 19)|O, at

the University :>f Chicago in 1939, and at Columbia Univcrdty in 19H?

and 195J8. There is also about hal ̂  a container o^ -n-ito ••:> al relating

to Kaiser1 3 vjork on the rre\.'̂ rk rub"! ic library r.nsi tier: cl-~. 3 *5 •":lc-> tion

and salary survey in 19); 3-.'}̂ ' an-i also --.cneral v̂ atcri als on tlie r:cv-

3onnel aspect of library administration.
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DESCRIPTIVE INVENTORY:

Container #1. 8 folders.
. i t ^ Library Administration — Personnel. 19h.3-!|.7.Shelved oK-sK«

1. Newark Public Librae Position Classification and Salary Survey,
Notes, memos, pamphlets and papers for the survey.

2« Survey -- Correspondence. Letters from 3.W. HcDiarmid, librarian
of the University of Minnesota and others.

3. Survey — Personnel forms of the Newark Public Library and of the
state of New Jersey Civil Service Commission. Personnel numbers U3ed
in Newark Public Library classifying.

I4.. Survey — Columbia University School of Library Service Colloquium,
October ?2, 19U5; on "Highlights and Chronology of Procedure; Speech
notes for an Informal Discussion" about the survey. Correspondence
with Ernest J. Reece, Dean of the Library School.

5>. "Sample Program for 19b.£ Institute on Personnel Administration."
A letter from C.B. Joeckel, Oean, University of Chicago School of
Library Service and a letter from E.W. Me Oi amid, librarian, University
of Minnesota concerning the Program.

' 6. Personnel problems -- Bibliography. T\Totos and lints.

7. Miscellaneous notes and materials concerning the le^al aspects of
library administration and about post-war librariinship.

8. Miscellaneous addresses and Iocture3. Some are: "Perspective",
lecture outline, University of California Library School, Anril ?6,
1937; "Our Common Ta3k," speech outline, Kay 17, 19H3; "A Practitioner
Views hi? Profession," outline of an informal talk at the assembly
of the Columbia University School for Library Service, November 29,
I9I4I}.; "Vihy Printing Week Should be Observed," talk at a meeting of
the Club of Printing Hou3c Craftsmen, January l£, 19li£; and "The Prin-
ciples and Practice of Public Library Publicity," lecture outline.
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Container f;2. 13 folders.
^ Teaching Hecords: 1928, 19^6, 19 39, 1914-0, 19'i-.p.

Shelved off-̂ tft
'•"* 1. Letter, October 2h, 19P8, from Sydney B. Mitchell, Director,

University oi' California School of Librnrianship, ari an outline r»f
lectures for the course in public library administration.

Letter, February IS, 19 38, from John ). Henderson, California
State Library/", and an outline for the course in municipal library
admiriis tration.
2. University of California School of Librarianship, " Librarian-
ship 207 J Municipal and County Library A.dministrati on. M Course
outline and reading list Cl9p2

3. University o^ Chicago Crraduatc T ibrary School, 1939, "Course 381;:
Library Administration." Topic outline.

k. University of California School of Libr.iviansMp, 19h.0, :'Tibrar-
ianship 23^5 Public I-ibra:̂ r Aidninistration." Class Cards, schedules,
raemos, foras, notes, student assignments.

5. "Librarianship 23U-"• Looselcaf notebook kept by Kaiser as instuctor
of the course. C8

6. Columbia University School of Library Service, 19lt$» "Course
.8 323! Library Personnel Problems Seminar." Correspondence: H^
Hunn, Ernest J. Reece, C.S. ̂ osnell.

7. "Course S-323". Looselcaf notebook kept by Kaisor r,r> instructor
of the course.

8. "Course s323". Various course outlines and reading lists.

9. ^ 9a. "Course s323". Student assignments and class work. 2
folders.

10. "Course s323". Kaiser's class lecture notes, cl.asa co.lonrier,
r.emos aid notes, list of students.

11. "Courses323". Charts used in course.

12. "Course a 323". Students comments of the NewarV position
cl-iGsific tion and salary survey,
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Container #3. 8 folders.
Teaching Hecords, 1958.

Shelved off -tfte
1. Columbia University School of Library Service, 1958 f "Course
s280: Library Administration." Correspondence vrith Robert Lei^h,
Dean of Library School; ^arthula Viilcox, School of Library Service
Librarian; Donald Coney, director of University Library at Berkeley;
Lee Ash, editor of Library Journal. £ 3

J

2. "Course s26OV. Memoa, notes, and expense records.

3. "Course 3280".. A looneloaf notebook kept by Kaiser as instructor.
Cl^23

I4.. "Course s280". Course outline and reading l i s t s .

5- & 5a. "Course s280fl. Students1 assignments and term capers.
2 folders

6. "Course s20O". Correspondence with students and instructor's
evaluation of students.

7. Miscellaneous booklets about administration and personnel.
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Series II

[hie box cr'r.:;s!.r»fcii cf Gp"i.echt.M> la+tors, reports nnd mencennda

f'.'.>.i;:co<:l by .jcMi'i Boyr.toa Kaiser ™hi'.L-) ho wn«j dir<jc;tor of public

librirJur, \.<\ Gnklasul, CnUCorn'a VttY-ly!^, and director of tho No.vnrk

public li.br i\'y 1?U3-19^6. ihe mat'^riril iui U.is box der*ling with

pc/rsonnc^, budget and public rolat.ionr. uheds light on tho operation

of those two Kbriry syistfjmsa Went of the docur.isnts wore produced

by Kaiser in his official capa&ity as director of the libraries,,

Thorc ar3, hcwevei11, thrac folders of material relating to the "power

of rint, '1 an articl-3 published in Overland loathly and Outwent lv îg

(1931)« In this art icle and in sp??ochos he gave- throughout his career

Kaiser argued that the librarian, by opening up the world of print ,

vould provide his patrons with access to a storehouse of knowledge

that would enrich a l l sphsres of thoir lives,,

Unfortunate?^ tha material in this box relating to tho operations

of the Oakland and Newark public library systems i s incpTiiplete<,

There i s only threo f oldoj'a of Oakland material a l l of which were

produced between 1933 and 1938O Fpr matoria! produced between 1927 -

1933 and 1938 -19U3 researchers will havo to go to Oaklanda Even

for tho 1933-1938 perio-i thare is obviously much material missing that

might be fiound on the V/est coasto oimilnrly, tho Newark material also has

hugo gaps, pirticulorly after 3?£0o Kuiy ibenri thub :xva mlssinj fi*oin this

collection probably caii bo located «d< i>ie»varh0
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: Series I t

l5flT\6 A| f-El^'3^-1 « 1??3-1936. Th9 Oakland Public library,, This folder contains
' • """ alaiacVilarvo-ci i^lticticr. of reports and memoranda t library

Shelved o!f-̂ ite builoAni: n:.acU$ outside cvon-n that ini'l^nce public l i t i r ry
Y-.pl: c-11:;, r<ie-nt, ^icnticns askwl at *h?i reference. dr,sk9
lharci ic al3o a transcript of a radio broadcast (March 20, 1?33)

. . ^ \ • rt?ri:i Uhrvjy S^rv-.'S."

^o3.der 11 o 1936-7<> Budget Problcmn, the "̂ alOLand 3ystGm» This folder
. ' ' " " - includes m^noranda spau:ho3 snd lottcrao Thcro i s a

. • copy cZ the JLibrary budget, 1936-7, and an ar t ic le
"Problems of library Finance," vrhich wa3 writton for the
University of Chicago Library Institute (August, 1932),

Folder ITI 1933-19U3O Tlvn OnkLind Pablic Library, miscellanoous printed
ntiterialo This folder includes a copy of an art icle entitled
'•Civil Service and tho Oakland public -^ibtary?- History and

Appraisal, 1916-1938,»» A.L.A, Balintin (June, 1933)0

Folder IV o 19b3-19l4l>o Newark -Wir and peat v/ar jkrobloms.
This folder includes sxjoechos, loi ters and lectures dealing
with problems of war and post war library service, service

nto veterans and questions un post v<ar planningo Tne folderi .. q p pg
) * ' " . • ' includes a sppoch !'0ur ^ob a3 Librarians,» dolitvortid bofcro

the ew °ersey chapter of A.L.A. (January 21, 19U3)

?older V» Int?lloctual3,.the Library and World VJar I I , 19U3o
Speech based on Archibald M^icleiah » A Tinio to Actp"

. argues that the intellectuals* wer̂ i Hitler13 f i r s t victimad

yolder VI o Public Rela+ion3-» Nev;arko Transcript of radio program
" "The Branches,'1 produced by Viola Hutchinson for WAAT (

liiy 13, 19h3o

VII » Springy 19^3o Public relations speeches, Newark Public Libraryo
11 The ^lace of the libonry in state and local governmento"
"Our Common T.isk."
11 What are our '*cbs aa

Solder VIII» 19b3 rooms0 "A Librarians Fabthe" "After Sunset," an
anonymous poem dedictt^d to John Boynton Ka:;.3ero

Gpp^ch before the Nevnrk îgV, Jchool Men«s
Job :•,:> l.ilr--»rlan:>w

u'

Xo 19h3-Uo rIhc llow.irk Public library- progress and pr
circulatic?:, iPiiub--.'r oT bj^vowors, c iv i l sarvicoa

XI.Tho R.,C Jenkinson colloctiori of Finu Artc Trinting, donated
t'obinaary tt, 19U5« Xnolvd.;'? descriptive catalog
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t i IVOd-r XTic Ucv^h'-T "»•??, T?!jBo Boston Conff-roncc ffj.nU-rpreting
7 "~~: 'he-Lihfnzy i h r ^ L Good Jfuhlic kc'Utions," ( i n c h e s

Off-Site • . rcl,s.^ ^ v i v ^ ^ n ^

FoMorXliic l°Vi—>\. Forsi.w,j«l a?:d Civi l o'-r'Ho* rrs.b1.wion.: memoranda and

* ^ " ' * Soils cr/1 V3.v?t3 of th-j Wcvrxrfa Fublic Library!

Itiiii r-O^^r i'K'Krlo.'j ?;hc •-•! jari'..n+irr.'a constitution, atid nvxu
, corr-^pondenoj vith ''•;.u3i.re:

Folder XVî . Miscol?-inociiG H-iwrr h

y'0.d.-;r XVII. '! Tho Tov/or qf Print,!f a 19^0 revision of a 1931 manuscript*

Foliar XVIIIa r Th.3 Power ..I -'vin.t,'1 smooches antl ccrrcnpond^ncc, 1950,
"" Intfils material 'Viisor Kii3er compiros the effectiveness

of v^ri.ou3 niothcdj oi learning. Tho folder includes
excerpts frora Gl^ri'* V/aldroh's The Infonnition Film

' ; A Roport of the Fublic Library Inguiry^cr tntPuocTal
Sc i in jo J'r:s o'rrctrTTci :nc IT, * ""

Fodder XIX. "The Power of• Print," copyright priblsms (19^0),
.. ' correspondence.

Folder XX0 "The ?o\v?.r of Print," correspondence with Robert H. Land and
" John Pomfred of William and Jbiry College (19f>0), asking

for inforraaticn on Bacon's RobeU.icno

XXI* March 31> 195-o Tha Roseville J-r:mch spnecho

XXII June 0s 1955o Spotich bnforo tho IronBoiind'Citizen's Council
horio;'ing Mayor Co*bin of iievra-rk £L3 a "friend of the Horary<>"

Folder XX1£L» liiscpllanooun printed public relations iaatcrial prepared for
th'3 ^e'.vork Public ̂

Fo3.der XXll/. 195>O-1>S#» Tho Library and Television, memoranda and reportn

Folder XX.ŷ j October h9 V)5l, speoch at tho Jo:;eph Conrad Centennial, sponsored
"~ by tho Polish Ar+-s club oC i4cv.-ii«k extol lr. Polish conLribiition

to American life', lliis foldci1 Lnoluden relevant correspondoncoo

rvjld^r" XXVjf M-'Scollnnjouri p: intc:d nnt-ori
• . 0 , v . r j . ^j-j^f. Libi-firy 'Tnv:; (

-ijTi Tor C-vifoi -jnuo on L-intri-n Coile^D Libr-irifss ,
'Jolurr^i-. Uni^orr. i t y , November 30, ITijGa
inv i t a t ion t o tV.o U.N{J. 11th unni.vers.try celbbrnt ion,
Roport en ti:-j it(;.idin^ !!abit.'i of iiu^iness ljcr.^ili v<::z^
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LI.:1 , u f (.•cr.-".i::;i:t' - i y ' - ^

*

vny, Fot-r vOakland jiubli.u - ib ra ry) to John Kciaor, Mircl: 2lj, 19^0, folder 19

Cotvny, rnt-\- +o John Kaisor, March 29, 191--0 folder 1%

Hr-rarl-: ili;;h 3:horl Monflc A:;3ooiation), Oc+.obcr 13, 1^

isor to William Horron, Oc-tt;bor Di, 19U3, folder 9a

ii?rron, 7,'illiani to Kain^r October 19, 19^3, folder 9.

Land, R.H. ( Librarian, Willina.i and "̂ ary College) to Kaiser, April U, 1?^JO,

v *

Lau^hlin, Grace (Frofesjioml Staff. Associatien Boston Public Library) to
k . i ; : r , October ?3, 19h8, folder 32O

to Kaiser
Laupp, Harold ( Berkeley^ California Librnry) January 13, 19U3, foldor 3o

Lord, Milton (Director Boston public library) to Kaiser October 25, 19U8,
folder 12O

Marmo, Frank ( president ironBuund Citizen's Council Ne-.vark) to Kaiser-
June 7, \%$9 folder 22O

Kainc»r» t o Frank ^irmc, June 9, \9tf f^ldor 22O

Motcalf, Lir;i3a So (Professional j taff Ansociation, Boston public Library)
to Kaisor 3-?pt.o;Tibor U, 19U0»f older 12„

Ifr+.^IS, Louisa tb Ka.iurr, Siptoruber 2$, 19U8, folder 12a

Kaiser to Louisa Mctcalf, Sept.ember 1? ,̂ 19U3, folder 12O

Mo*.c-"'"> L^'lsa to X-ilsnr Octc,b;.r !';, 19l|3, folder 12,

Kctcalf, Louisa to 'Sicer October 18, 19U8, foldor 120

Kaiser to Lnvira lAct(;"1f, October 1^, L9U8, foldor 12a

.ACtct-lf, Lou.fy-i to ^aisor uatob^r 29, V/Uo, fcldrr 12O

..iv+cnlf, Louinn to Ni:r-v t Nô -mbf r 1C, lpliD, fold r !?„

K'iscr t.r Loa;.^. ^«-o.Mlf, Uovonbcr ' ^ lpljB, foldor 12,

iAirtii, h. Ru^cnl (Akrcn Public librnry) to Kaiser'; Novonbrr 23, 19
fr.ld-.r 12 o
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• i . ^ "

;. •:*??-' '-•"» : '—' ( N-'ff- " o r k Pab">;a l»;hr--r-) to fox s i r Mty 7, 19U.3 folder 30

;.•*•-•;'• re i*iu"» Noi^hp'rcG '"arch 17, .19^0 , folder 19,

:.i:.ci- t c T-- :1 iv-.rM.y-Jro-.:, I^rch ->'), l?^0, folder 19,

uo-U. ~T \r i o.Turod, John L:,cl'srlr»̂  iron:dent r,£ William «-x:d ^ r y ColljQgc
April 1?, ' ^ C , r<-ld-;r ? ' \

' i a c r ly , h'^ni^' ( H nd -if 3chf-ru.g rharmacQutlcal I'rcparata ons) inarch 2£,
191?, folder lo e

ricid, John (Frionda of the l i b r a r y , Eloomfield, Ncvr Sersey), t o Kaiser
l?h?, folder 15c A

i'ayi.or, Helene 3 . ( Friends of the Library', bloomfield, New uersey) t o
Kaiser March 7* 19U9» folder l^0

Kaisor t o Holene Tayicr, ^^arch 8, 15!i9, folder 1
Taylor, H-MPHO, t o Aai.scr, '-'arch ?.l, 19h99 folder 1$9

( Dctr iot Public Library) to ^ainer November 26, 19U8, folder 1?9
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JOHH BOYBTON KAISER PAPEHS
SERIES III

The present collection of John Boynton Kaiser's Papers at Columbia

is only a partial one, representing but some of the highlights in the career

of a man whose Interests ranged from stamp-collecting, to roses to books, and,

of course, to libraries. It was with the latter that the major portion of

his career was concerned.

Director of the Newark Public Library for fifteen years, from 1943

to 1958, and involved prior to that with library work in California, he wrote,

spoke and lectured on all the ramifications of library administration, library

personnel and library school training. An annotated bibliography of his pub-

lished works was produced upon his retirement from the Newark Library* How-

i ever much of his professional papers and lectures remained unpublished.

Series III of the Columbia collection provides some insight into the manner

in which Mr. Kaiser went about preparing his lectures, and in many instances

outlines and rough drafts of parts of his speeches.

There is nothing of a personal nature in this series, with the

exception of one very brief scrap memo from his son with respect to biblio-

graphy for one of his speeches (See Folder 5c, Item 7/5c) which would indi-

cate that he maintained a paternal as well as professional relationship there.

One letter, to the President of Bambergers Store in the same folder (33/5e)

speaks of visiting a rose display there with his wife, indicating that she

traveled with him, and giving evidence in the letter itself of the inherent

courtesy of the man, considerate enough to write complimenting the manager

of a store in another country. This same consideration ie reflected in

J



other letters In this collection, wherein he wrote to managers of various

hotel8, expressing appreciation of the accommodations afforded him.

The major concerns reflected in Series III are, however, professional.

He was intensely interested in the problems of library personnel in all its

aspects, and this is reflected in his letters, memoranda as well as speeches*

It is also interesting to note his aeticulous care of spending library funds,

a matter clearly shown in his own expense sheets — he even kept his railroad

tickets!

N.B. Although there are probably many pictures available of Mr. Kaiser in

Newark, the only one in this collection is in a newspaper article, Series III

in which the demeanor appears to4>e one of intellect and restraint.
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METHQDQLQQY

The boxes in the collection were divided up between Miss Nancy Haab,

Messrs. Nash and Gal die ro and myself. Our first step was to go through each

box to get a general idea of what was contained therein. Insofar as possible

we then divided the material chronologically, separating it with various as-

pects of John Boynton Kaiser's career in mind. Since he seemed to have made

a number of speeches, it was obvious that one Series should be devoted to

them. Thus Series III is given over primarily to that subject, although

there are other matters contained therein.

Having been assigned Series III in the collection, I went through

the folders again, making a card for each item, and noting the number of

record items to be contained within each record unit, according to the Law

of Provenance. Exchanges were made with the other students where provenance

dictated, and duplicates were removed from the collection.

Each of us then proceeded to work on his own Series, categorizing

record units as deemed feasible. I found that the material to be arranged

by me fell into seven categories!

CALENDAR

Polder 1 Library Institute at University of Chicago 7/25/45

Polders 2a,2b, 2c Drexel Institute of Technology Speech 5/13/48

Folder 3 New Jersey Special Libraries Association speech 12/7/48

Polders 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d Western Hew Tork Library Association Speech 2/1/AS
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Polders 5a,5b,5e,5d,5e

folders 6a,6b,6c

Polder 7

McGill University Speech 4/22/49

Miscellaneous Correspondence:
Eastern Regional Conference of Civil Service

Assembly
Sooial Research
Library Trends

Miscellaneous General.

ubre specific description of materials contained in

each of these categories and folders is here attached, pages 5-20. There

are 17 record units in all.

As a further aid to the researcher, the four students

each listed correspondence in his series. This index, in alphabetical order,

is on page 21 of this report.

In this SERIES III, all metal clips and staples have
«>

been removed, all items in the Series numbered within the folders to which

they pertain according to provenance, and all arranged insofar as possible

in chronological order within each folder.
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JOHN BOYKTOiJ KAIS2R PAIE3S

SERIES III

1

Contents IS sheets, numbered 1-15

Subject: Library Institute at University of Chicago 7/25/45

Correspondence; Chicago University lodging forms, personal niemo.

Polders 2a,2b and 2c

Subje ^t: Drexel Institute of Technology Speech 5/13/48

Coiiter.tc of Polder a:

9 sheets of correspondence, numbered l/2a-9/2a

Contents of •'•'older 2b:

24 sheets of three memoranda to Mr. Kaiser's staff in
the liewark Public Library with respect to matters of

* library school training, personnel, etc. , to bo used
in connection v/ith the speech at Drexel, and the replies,
flur/.bered l/2b to 24/2b

Contents of Folder 2c:
10 handwritten notes for speech, numbered 1/2c to 10/2c
10 leaves of typed notes for speech, numbered ll/2c to 20/2c
Bibliographic references for speech, consisting of 4 ndmeographed
sheets, numbered 2l/2c to 24/2c; 1 typed sheet, numbered 25/2c
and 7 pamphlets.

Polder ? "

Subject: New Jersey SpecialLibraries Association speech 12/7/48
Title: "New Jersey Library Association and the Newark Library"

Contents: 2 record units - 8 sheets ofcorrespondence and memoranda,
numbered 1 - 8/Pl.jj

8 leaves of typewritten notes



FGLDKR 4 a

Subject: A'ogtern Krow York Library Association Speech at Buffalo 2/7/49
Titles Current Horary xersoikiel Problems"

Content3: .16 sheeta of meiaoranda and/or notes for the speech,
numbered l/4a to 16/4a

5 sheets of questionnaires, numbered 17/4a to 22/4a

1 pacphlet, numbered 23/4a

?older 4b

Subject: V'eatern :*Tew York Library Association Speech at Buffalo 2/7/49
'.Title: "Current Library Personnel Pro

Contents: 4 sheets of handwritten outlines for the speech
numbered 3/4b to 4/|b

2 sheets oi' typewritten outline for speech, v/itn differing notations,
numbered 5/4b and 6/4b

Folder 4c

Subject: '.intern **?y.' *ork library Association Sreocln at Buffalo 2/7/49
'Pitle: "Cfurrent Library Personnel Problems:

Contents: Sough draft notes of various parts of the speech -13 typed pages
nouibered 1/4 c to 13/4c

Folder 4d

Subject: V/estern NGV; York Library Association Speech at Buffalo 2/7/49

Contents: Correspondence

Polder 5a . .

Subject: i-.cCiill Unî /ersity Speech 4/22/49

Contents: 46 typed topical notes for speech
numbered 1/^a to /

—) 4 handwritten nenbranda, numbered 47/5a to 5>O/5a

2 AewBpaper clippings pertinent to subject c-atter
of the speech, niuabei*ed i?l/5a and /
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Polder 5b

Subject: iucGill University Speech 4/22/49

Contents: Handwritten outline notes for speech, numbered l/5b to ll/5b

One typewritten outline, numbered 12/!>b

5 iiiiueo£,ra;>ho(l sheets of outline
numbered 13/'J>b to 15/5b-

Folder 5c

Subject: lIcGill University Speech 4/22/49

Contents: I'iblio^raplv iu:d nenorarirla re bibliography
numbered l/!>c to 8/5c

^ carda for individual ucrLOeiraph
9/5o to 29/tc

3 adL ŝD r̂aphsd papers of l i s t s of books
numbered 3O/5c to 32/5o

2 Vped l ia t s of t i t lo^
nurrtbcrsd 3>/5c to 34/5c

Polder !?d

Subject: Ilcdill univer3it- Speech 4/22/49

Contents: 10 pamphlets of referexice jsaterial for speech

Polder 5e

Subject: L'cG:.ll University Speech 4/22/49

Contents: Correspondence ro specc:t and Canadian trip, niiscellanecus

Corrcipondonce Grace Reynolds, Secretary I.IcCill Library School
3/"3/43 to / /

Corrcpondence with John ^onovaii re publishing speech.

Lleiuorabilia: railroad schedule to ^ani^a



Polder 6a

Subject: Eastern Regional Conference of Civil Service Assembly March 6-8,1946

Contents: Correspondence Henry J. L'cParland, Director, New York
State Dept. of Civil Service 2/25/46

" Willian Suiaiezsfc Assistant L'anager
Princeton Inn 1/31/46 .

.folder: 6 b

Subject: Social Itesearcn

Contents: Correspondence with Dr. ̂ urleigii B. Gardner, Executive
oi Uocial Kesearch August 9/43

Sundry art icles and

All of tiie above numbered l/6b to 12/6b

bolder 6c

Subject: Current trends in library administration.

•Cumbered l/uc to 5/6c

bolder 7

Subject; iviiscellaneous

Contents: 7 handwritten no to 3 oa short yellow inaco pages

3 ?a.Tnhlotu
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THE JOHN BOYNTON KAISER PAPERS

SERIES IV

?

This series contains materials dealing with John B. Kaiser«s

work with the Alumni Advisory Committee of the Columbia University

School of Library Service. The period covered is between the years

1914-6 and 1959. However, since Kaiser did most of his work in thi3

connection botweon 19-2 and 19^7, the bulk of the r>p.t>ers pall be-

tween these years.

The Alumni Advisory Committee was organized in 19^2. It was

a committee of five appointed by the New York State Library Assoc-
\.

iation executive committee to serve as a two-way channel between

the alumni group of the Albany Library School (1887-1926) and the

Graduate School of Library Service of Columbia University, founded

in 1926. Its first five members (its membership would vary in

later years) were: Alice Uewett, Librarian, Mt. Vernon public Li-

brary; Flora B. Ludington, Librarian, Mt. Vernon Public Library;

Paul North Rice, Nex* York Public Library; John S. Richards, Librarian,

Seattle Public Library; and John Boynton Kaiser, Librarian, Newark

Public Library, and Chairman of the Committee.

The papers contained in Series IV relate to Kaiser's work with

the Alumni Advisory Committee and his long affiliation with the

School of Library Service of Columbia University. The Series con-

sists of Polders I-XX in two boxes. It can generally be divided

into three main types of papers: correspondence, 7 folders; pro-

fessional papers, 12 folders; pamphlets and memorobilia, 1 folder.



The overall arrangement is a chronological one, since a good

deal of the papers are correspondence with Committee members and

other professional people in many different libraries, papers that

are relevent to a particular year's correspondence are in a folder

adjacent to that correspondence! It seemed important to keep the

order a chronological one in order to follow logically the actLvities

of the Alumni Advisory Committee and its resulting accompli shments.

And to some extent the order is a classified one in that events re-

volving around a particular activity take place in rapid succession

within a limited period of time.

Much of the work of the Alumni Advisory Committee in the mid-

!50*s involved preparation for an accreditation survey of the School

of Library Service conducted by the American Library Association.

By keeping the papers in their natural order, one can see the prog-

ress the Coranittee made towards the survey, beginning with the for-

mation of a Survey Advisory Committee r,nd ending with the completed

report of the American Library Association and the accreditation.

Following is a listing of Folders I-XX and their contents.

The one exception is item XVII, which is a black binder too large

to be in a folder. It is numbered so as to keep the papers in their

natural order in the box. A complete list of correspondents would

be enormous and of little use. For a listing of the most important

of Kaiser»s correspondents, see Series III.
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POLDSR

Shelved off-site

II

III

IV

VI

VII

VIII

IX

CONTENTS

1 piece 19i|.6 correspondence to Dean Carl M. White.
6 pieces correspondence, k/V^/hl, - 1/22/116*.
In chronological order. Concerning proposals for S. L. S#
program,

3 issues of Personnel Reporter, IO/3O/I4.8, 12/7/h8, 1/28 A 9 .
In chronological ordeTr. Memeographed sheets. An inter-
office publication of Newark public Library.

Papers and correspondence relating to the Alumni Association
dinner in Atlantic City, 6/17A8.
Includes program, lists of officers and directors of the
Alumni Association, miscellaneous handwritten notes,
May I9I4.B copy of Library Service News.

Correspondence, 1/7/53 - 12/30/53. Chronological.
Kaiser as Chairman of the Alumni Advisory Committee.
Pertains to t>l.ans fora survey of placement oractices
9. W O . J_|. O .

Other papers involving A.A.C. activities, 19-3.
Includes results of the -placement survey, memoranda on
A.A.C. meetings, miscellaneous handwritten notes, post-
card responses.

Correspondence, l/li/Sij. - 12/21/^Iu
Kaiser as Chairman of A.A.C. Arranged ca-onologically.

Other papers involving A.A.C. activities, 19"^-.
Includes minutes of meetings, membership lists, memoranda.

papers specifically relating to proposed survey of S.L. S.
for A.L.A. accreditation, 195U-. Final co^y and rough
draft of suggested questions for the survey.

Correspondence, 2/25/55 - 12/1^/55. ,
Kaiser as Chairman of A.A.C. Ĉ c-ono\o y *<M .
Beginnings of the Survey Advisory Committee to supervise
the A.L.A, survey.

Other papers involving A.A.C. activities, 19^-.
Includes a news release on gifts to S.L.S., memoranda on
proposed A.L.A. survey.

Correspondence, 1/3/5& - 12/21/56•
Kaiser as Chairman of A.A.C. Ckr»r\«\o HCTJII
Relates to A.L.A. survey, getting relevent materials
together, plus usual A.A.C. activity.

J
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POLDER

XII

XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

XVIII

XIX

XX

CONTENTS

Working papers re3a ting to preparation for t he A.L.A.
survey, 1956. Memoranda on objectives and general
pattern of the S.L. S. program. Revision of the S.L.S.
pgogram.

Correspondence, 1/2/f? - 12/12/^7.
Kaiser as Chairman of A.A, C. Chronological,
Relating to the A.L.A. survey, preparation and discussion
of results.

Correspondence and papers compiled in 1Q-7 on the origins
of the Alumni Advisory Committee with cumulation of minutes
of all meetings, 1952-57, and lists of all members, 19-2-57.

Other papers, 1957.
5 pieces only. Miscellaneous.

Exhibits used in A.L.A. accreditation survey, 19^7.
Includes memoranda, 2 S.L, 3, Bulletins, lQ^6-r^y, papers
reflecting general activities, conditions, recent changes
at S.L. S. just prior to 19^7. Copy oi1 Statement of
Interpretation to accompany Standards for Accreditation
adopted by A.L.A. April 19-2.

Black binder. Library School Report Form. Includes
various forms filled out by S.L.S. faculty and administration
and returned to A.L.A. along with other exhibits (see
Polder XVI). April 10, 19f>7.

Final report on Accreditation of Columbia University
School of Library Service, issued by A.L.A., August 19rJ7.
Summary report, preliminary results of the survey, A.L.A.*s
summation and vote of accreditation.

Correspondence, 1953-9.
6 pieces, arranged chronologically. Miscellaneous.

pamphlets and Memorabilia. Includes:
3 miscellaneous newspaper clippings.
menu from Curtis Hotel in Minneapolis, 6/20/^k.
1 pamphlet on revision of S.L. S. program, 19k8-IiQ,
3 copies of S.L.S. Bulletin, 1952-53, 19^!--5", 1956-57.
2 reports of Dean Carl White on S.L. S., 195k and 191.! 7.
1 copy of Bulletin of New York Library Club, 2/I|8.

5/l /51 6/"
py y

3 issues of Library Service News, 5/lj.o,

' ( 5 U )

6/"c>.3 y , 5 / j , / | , .
3 Bicentennial publications '(1751|.-195U) relating to S. L. S
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John 3« Kaisor Papers - New York State Library School Association, Inc.

The correspondence, minutes, memoranda, printed materials, e tc . of
John B. Kaiser, president of the alumina association of the Hew York State
library School, deal with meetings, conventions, bequests, the American
Library Association, and his membership in tha advisory council of the
Columbia TTnivorsity School of l ibrary Service (which the Kew York State
Library School had become in 1926),

Ecx 7 1956-1961 Shelved off-dtf

Fox 3 1962-1965 Shelved off-sife'

3ox9 1966-1971 Shelved offctfe


