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Abstract 
 
This collection consists primarily of documents relating to the founding and early years of Pocket 
Books, a New York publishing firm, and its founder, Robert De Graff. The collection also 
includes several research notes and articles written by Thomas Bonn, a librarian and historian 
whose work centered largely on Pocket Books in the early 1980s. 
 
Size 
 
0.42 linear feet (1 document box) 
 
Call number 
 
MS# 1453 
 
Location 
 
Columbia University 
Butler Library, 6th Floor 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
535 West 114th Street 



Thomas Bonn Research Files  

New York, NY  10027 
 
Language(s) of material 
 
English 
 
Biographical Note 
 
While serving during the 1970s and 1980s as a librarian at the State University of New York, 
College at Cortland, Thomas L. Bonn wrote regularly on the history of paperback books. In 
addition to co-editing the journal Paperback Quarterly: A Journal of Mass-Market Paperback 
History, Bonn wrote a number of articles on paperback history and an authoritative book titled 
Under Cover: An Illustrated History of American Mass-Market Paperbacks (Penguin, 1982). 
These research files contain some of the source materials that Bonn drew upon for these studies.  
 
For Bonn, no single company in American publishing history deserves more credit for bringing 
mass-market paperbacks to American bookshelves than Pocket Books, a New-York based 
company that released its first book list in June 1939. To be sure, as Bonn explains in Under 
Cover, paperback books had existed previously. German and English publishers had begun 
experimenting with small paperback books as early as the mid-nineteenth century. Focusing 
either on dime-novel fiction or literary titles, however, those publishers never reached mass 
audiences. Such English publishers as Albatross and Penguin Books began reaching wider 
audiences in the 1930s, and Pocket Books soon extended their model of selling popular titles at 
low cost by adding a few key innovations.  
 
Pocket Books' principal innovations centered around its decision to produce and distribute books 
in the style of magazines, a development that reflected the knowledge and experience of the 
company's founder, Robert De Graff. Before founding Pocket Books in 1938, De Graff had 
worked for fourteen years selling hardback books, reprints, and magazines. Pocket Books 
accordingly printed large volumes of books at high speeds and selected titles that appealed to 
general literary tastes, sometimes publishing books related to popular films. Releasing between 
five and ten new books every month, De Graff distributed this steady stream of paperbacks 
through previously untapped outlets, such as department stores, newsstands, chain stores such as 
Sears, and eventually drug stores and grocery stores. In wartime, Pocket Books established 
distribution agreements with the Armed Services. These innovations in distribution, Bonn 
suggests, marked Pocket Books as the first "mass market" paperback publisher in the United 
States.  
 
This biographical note was based on material contained in the Thomas Bonn Research Files and 
on Thomas L. Bonn's  Under Cover: An Illustrated History of American Mass-Market Paperbacks 
(Penguin, 1982). 
  
Description 
 
The bulk of Thomas Bonn's research files comprise documents related to Robert De Graff's career 
and to the early years of Pocket Books. The earliest documents in the collection concern De 
Graff's brief stint as a magazine seller for Garden City Publishing Company. Most of the 
documents, however, date from 1938 to 1941. These latter documents include hand-written notes 
and other materials relating to Pocket Books' initial publicity and distribution strategies, records 
of the sales figures that the company attained through its various distribution channels, and letters 
of praise sent both from customers and distributors. The collection also includes newspaper 
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clippings about De Graff and his company, documents relating to a law suit that Pocket Books 
filed against a company that mimicked its approach, checks from the War Department and Navy, 
announcements of De Graff's lectures on such topics as the state of book publishing in South 
America, and several notes and articles written by Thomas Bonn.  
 
Arrangement 
 
The materials are arranged alphabetically. 
 
ACCESS AND USE 
Access 
 
This collection has no restrictions. 
 
This collection is located off-site.  You will need to request this material at least twenty-four (24) 
hours in advance to use the collection in the Rare Book and Manuscript Library reading room.  
 
Restrictions on Use and Copyright Information 
 
Single photocopies may be made for research purposes.  Permission to publish material from the 
collection must be requested from the Curator of Manuscripts, Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
(RBML). The RBML approves permission to publish that which it physically owns; the 
responsibility to secure copyright permission rests with the patron. 
 
ACQUISITION AND APPRAISAL 
Provenance and Acquisition 
 
Gift of Thomas Bonn, 2001 
 
Accrual of Records 
 
No additions are expected. 
 
PROCESSING AND OTHER INFORMATION 
Processing Information 
 
This collection was processed by Daniel Vaca (GSAS 2012). Finding aid written by Daniel Vaca 
in June 2008. 
 
Descriptive Rules Used 
 
Finding aid adheres to that prescribed by Describing Archives: A Content Standard 
 
Encoding 
 
Finding aid written in English. 
 
Preferred Citation 
 
Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Thomas Bonn Research Files; Box and Folder; 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University Library. 
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Subject Headings 
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Book industries and trade--Latin America--History 
Book industries and trade --United States --History 
Book industries and trade--United States--History--20th century 
Bonn, Thomas L. 
Paperback distributors 
Paperbacks--Marketing 
Paperbacks--Prices--United States 
Paperbacks --Publishing --United States--History  
Paperbacks--Publishing--United States--History--20th century 
Pocket books 
Pocket books, inc., New York 
Publishers and publishing --United States --History 
Sears, Roebuck and Company--History 
Simon and Schuster, inc.--History 
Simon and Schuster, inc. Pocket Books
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Box 1  
F.1 Clippings--Advertisements, 1939-1946 
F.2 Clippings--Pocket Books and Robert De Graff, 1938-1969 
F.3 De Graff, Robert--Announcements of Talks, 1939-1943 
F.4 De Graff, Robert--Garden City Publishing Company, 1935-circa 1936 
F.5 Law Suit--Pocket Books v. Avon Pocket-Size Books, 1941-1942 
F.6 Mailings--Development, circa 1938-1939 
F.7 Mailings and Publicity, 1939-1940, undated 
F.8 Notes and Articles, 1983, undated 
F.9 Research Binder--General, 1939-1960 
F.10 Sales Statistics and Distribution Strategy, 1935-1944 
F.11 Testimonials--Customers and Distributors, 1938-1940 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 of 5 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


