
COLLECTIONS OF CORRESPONDENCE AKD MANUSCRIPT DCCUMEKT3

NAME OF COLLECTION: flFpranTT T3F.r!OftT)TWrcB H

SOURCE: Transferred from the Brander Matthews Dramatic Museum, 1971:

SUBJECT: Language :• Literature:- Politics: Drama) Music

DATES COVERED: c.a .' 1025-^65 NUMBER OF ITEMS : ca „ • ,2...?<50recordirigs

. . • - • • : : (discs and tapes)
STATUS: (check aooropriate description)
Cataloged: X Listed: Arranged: Not organized:

CONDITION: (give number of yols-., boxes, or saelvesj '
Bound: Boxed: Stpred: File Cabinets. Stack 13

LOCATION: (Library feare' Bk .&-Mari

RESTRICTIONS ON USE

CALL -NUMBERS 1. Speech Record
2. Speech La"b
^. Tape Record

American

RgCOHDS ARE OH AC5TATE 0"R AJ.IM ,AT\in'
BS. PLAYED WITH CACTUS OR fIBER NEEDLES' SiDeecb Laboratory Archive t

discs-many not- be us-ed without'the permission of the Librarian for
Rare Books & Manuscripts; user must use the tape copies for listeningo
DESCRIPTION: The Speech Recordings Library is composed of experimental,
non-commercial, commercial and radio broadcast phonograph records and
tape recordirgs containing a wide range of spoken arts, documentary end
some musical recordings which include speeches, lectures, interviews,
prose and poetry readings, dramatic readings and dramatic performances,
language series and some folk music.

i. The
collection is divided into four subunits, each with its own card catalog.

/'I. Speech Recording Collection; Chiefly commercial recordings and radio
\ broadcast transcriptions...made ca« 1925-1965? of twentieth century American
i and English authors reading selections from their own works as well as

H readings by others of American and English literature. There are several
{ series of American and English language records covering dialects, diction
conversation, pronunciation and grammar« In addition there are French,
German, Spanish and Italian language series emphasizing conversation and
pronunciation*. Another series contain talks by famous scientists such as

I Edward Teller, The musical recordings include an African folk music series
land several American musical selections such as Leadbelly and Bob Crosby's
Bob CatSo The radio broadcasts include speeches by Franklin D. Roosevelt,
interviews, a selection of the "Sternal Light", the National Broadcasting
-Company's religious series prepared hy the Jewish Theological Seminary^

(SEE OVER
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several radio plays, including Orson Helles) famous "War of the World sIt broadcast, 
and a Columbia University series on venerfal diseases. The majority of these 
records are 78 r.~omo and many are on acetate or aluminum discs requiring the use 
of cactus or fiber needles to be played. In addition some discs must be played 
from inside outo There are a small number of 33 1/3 rop.m. discs. (ca. 700 discs 

20 The Speech Laboratory Archives: A series of experimental and non-commercial 
recordings made at Columbia University, chiefly during the 1930'so Incl.uded are 
literary and dramatic--reaa.:rngS"",--: many: reaa by twentieth century American and English 
authors themselves, American and English language dialect recordings, American 
Indian folk music,lectures arid sp.eeches given at Columbia University by visitors 
and Columbia faculty and many political speecheso A sample list of names include: 
Henry Morgan Ayres, W. H. Auden, Nicholas M. Butler, Joh..t'1 Erskine, RobertFrost, 
William Cabell Greet, Herbert Ho~ver, Viichel Lindsay, Alfred Eo Smith, Eleanor 
and Franklin Roosevelt, Gertrude Stein, Blanche Yurka. These 78 r.p.m. discs 
were made on aluminum and acetate and can only be played with a cactus or fiber 
needle. Although the original records are kept in storage, they were re-recorded 
on a series of 69 tape reels by the Library of Congress. Users must listen to the 
tap:!'s.The Li.brary of Congress retains the master tape reels, from which copies 
may be made-. · Requests for copies must be addressed to the Librarian for Rare Books 
and Manuscripts. (ca. _1,250 discs) 

3. 'Phe Tape Recording Collection: RecOrdings made ca. 1925-1965, many of which 
are re-recordings from phonograph records. Included are literary, dramatic 
anO[ pUblic ,af'fairs:reciirdings. A majority .are of Shakespearean plays. A selected 
list of those on tape include: Bertold'3recht, Adolph Hitler, John F. Kennedy, 
Gamal Ahiul Nas.ser.. ah<i Louis Simpson.· Also included are 160 reels of tapes of 
l~a.dio br~Idce;s~'son JIungarilln radio 3tations during the 1956 revolution. {ca. 300 reeL 
4. American Speech If-ecordings Collection: A series r .ecording samples of American 
dial:e(rt~~ (jThe :-project was conducted by William Cabell Greet. The card catalog 
arranges dialects geographically by state and subdivides by 10cal place names. 
These ffeord-s~ wer~ made:' on acetate or.. ,aluminum requiring the use of cactus or 
fiber needles. Many have been re-recorded as part of the Speech Lab Archives 
and the! Speech Recordings Collection -listed above. (ca. 280 discs) 
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There are no inciiridually typed libr~.ry carels ftJr each of the follcr.ci..l'1g 
gl"p-ups of records. HCF,zever, a general card has heen typed a.."1d filed 
under the indicated headings. ?he records themselVeS are located in 
separate groups ir.~ediately after the re~Jlar record collection L, the 
S,-,eech Lab Archives cabinets, i.e., after record no" 1065. No L"1.divi­
dual cards were typed since there were no criginal four by six cards 
for these records. If cards are typed in the future, the subject. 

! 	 headin~s must be taken from the photocopy of the tape re~crding~. 
i 

.1 
I 	 No cards for the foll~...ng:! 
i 
I 
I 1) The series Hith the "Wl1 prefix before the record number. (This seriesI includes record numbers ~n to H206). They are recorded on tapes 77 B ! 
I to 83 A inclusi'l'e.. This series is a variety of recordings, but most 

! concern the speaidng h;J"bits, history, tiI1d culture of the \iilliamsburg,
I 

i Virginia area. Other areas of the country are the subjects of a few of the 
records in the set. A general card is filed under the heading

1 cWillia.'11.Sburg, Virginia:! (.S~(!. w,'/IJams "'LVlJ Sl3'd un.., IYI _ .At,,.,o.-,,:: a~ Sf.e ed,

I ~~C.rn...JI"ij Ccd" J crtJ"./~ Lf-,>(' c,,~) 

I 
2) The "Glass DisC3" series includes 78 records consecutively numbered 

and clearly labeled~ but with no id€ntifyi..l'l.g- prefi."t. They are re­
corded on tapes 83 A to 88 A inclusive. The series i~ concerned with 

,I 	 VcU"ious aspects of life in England. A general card is filed under 
the heading cEngland:J 

)I 5) Umrumbered aluminur.z records on tapes 88 A-90 B. These _records are 
I on miscellaneous subjects and do not lend themselves to a. general 

, j 
I heading. Tlfenty-five records are included in this set. 
.1 
I 4) The ~19:35' Dialects Series"and the "1936 Dialects Series" are recorded 
I on tapes- 95 A to 108 A inclusive. The series records the speech patterns 

I 
 of students(?) f!'·:r.n different parts of the IT.S. T:'e 1935 ,6TO'.l? ccr.t3.L!~'l' 

109 record.s ~ t'j,~, 19~:j s ~i:=5 '_~:=.s IlL. Geheral cards are filed under 


I- the heading" cAmerican Speec~:I and c:Dialects Series:! (5e~ ~1f:Ji/"~

I A}rJ~,.c..sh Sf~ch J<z,Dl. .Jlh.Jl Cot i-a~'7 ' 
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Records: with the 	numbers 32'V'"BR "1-22- recorded in YAdison County, Virginiat have cards- f"or them in the Speech Lab Tape Archives Catalog. They have! 
J been taped on to Tape 111-112.LC does not have a ma.ster fo~these tWo 

~: tapes .._-: - ' RE 1l~'3-82
I 
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Columbia University — Rare Book
& Manuscript Library

Collection: Sound Recordings

Description
Tape Record Collections, tape record 1 to 30 (reel 1)
Tape Record Collections, tape record 30 (reel 2) to 66
Tape Record Collections, tape record 61 to 94
Tape Record Collections, tape record 95 to 130 (reel 1)
Tape Record Collections, tape record 130 (reel 2) to 134
(part 26)
Tape Record Collections, tape record 134 (part 27) to 134
(part 60)
Tape Record Collections, tape record 134 (part 61) to 134
(part 92)
Tape Record Collections, tape record 134 (part 93) to 134
(part 124)
Tape Record Collections, tape record 134 (part 125) to 134
(part 158)

Box 10 Tape Record Collections, tape record 134 (part 159) and
Speech Lab Archives 1 to 24

Box 11 Speech Lab Archives 25 to 61
Box 12 ' Speech Lab Archives 62 to 99
Box 13 Speech Lab Archives 100 to 112 and Wisely Vaudeville

TapesI(l)(2)toXV(l)(2)

Record Box #
Box
Box
Box
Box
Box

Box

Box

Box

Box

1
2

4
5

6

7

8

9



SPEECH LAB ARCHIVES

There are no individually typstt library cards for each of the following
grpups of records. However, a general card has been typed and filed
under the indicated headings. The records themselves are located in
separate groups inmediately after the re;<*ular record collection in the
Speech Lab Archives cabinets, i.e., after record no. 1063. No indivi-
dual cards were typed since there were no original four by si* cards
for these records. If cards are typed in the future, the subject
headings nust be taken from the photocopy of the tape recordings.

No cards far the following:

1) The series with the "W" prefix before the record number. (This series
includes record numbers Wl to W206). They are recorded on tapes 77 B
to 83 A inclusive.. This series is a variety of recordings, but most
concern the speaking habits, history, and culture of the Williamsburg,
Virginia area. Other areas of the country are the subjects of a few of the
records in the set. A general card is filed under the heading

( i l l l S # *cWillianisburg, Virginias (Sz<z. toilnsl
fs J C

Z) The "Glass Discs0 series includes 78 records consecutively numbered
and clearly labeled, but with no identifying prefix. They are re-
corded on tapes 83 A to 88 A inclusive. The series is concerned with
various aspects of life in England. A general card is filed under
the heading cEnglanda

3) Unnumbered aluminum records on tapes 88 A-90 B. These.records are
on miscellaneous subjects and do not lend themselves to a general
heading. Twenty-five records are included in this set.

4) The "1935 Dialects Series "and the "1936 Dialects Series'* are recorded
on tapes 95 A to 108 A inclusive. The series records the speech patterns
of student3(?) from different parts of the U.S. The 1935 *rcmp
109 records? the*1936 ssrias ":as 1x1. General cards are filed under
the heading cAmerican Speecha and cDialects Seriesa (

BL
' , i ? 2 May 1974

Records^ vith the numbers 32VER 1-22 recorded in Madison County, Virginia
have cards for them in the Speech Lab Tape Archives Catalog. They have
been taped on to Tape 111-112. LC does not have a master for these tvo
tapes. • HK
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SPEECH LAB ARCHIVES

There are no individually typed library cards for each of the following
groups of records. However, a general card has been typed and filed
under the indicated headings. The records themselves are located in
separate groups immediately after the regular- record collection in the
Speech Lab Archives cabinets, i.e., after record no. 1063. No indivi-
dual cards were typed since there were no original four by six cards
for these records. If cards are typed in the future, the subject
headings must be taken from the photocopy of the tape recordings.

No cards far the following:

1) The aeries with the "W" prefix before the record number. (This series
includes record numbers Wl to W206). They are recorded on tapes 77 B
to 83 A inclusive.. This series is a variety of recordings, but most
concern the speaking habits, history, and culture of the Williamsburg,
Virginia area. Other areas of the country are the subjects of a few of the
records in the set. A general card is filed under the heading
cVJiUiamsburg, Virginias ($Z*L W,'///3mjku"iy Sechv* /« ^ ^ t a

2) The "Glass Discs" series includes 78 records consecutively numbered
and clearly labeled, but with no identifying prefix. They are re-
corded on tapes 83 A to 88 A inclusive. The series is concerned with
various aspects of life in England. A general card is filed under
the heading cEnglanda

3) Unnumbered aluminum records on tapes 88 A-90 B. These.records are
on miscellaneous subjects and do not lend thenrselves to a geheral
heading. Twenty-five records are included in this set.

4) The "1935 Dialects Series "and the "1936 Dialects Series'* are recorded
on tapes 95 A to 108 A inclusive. The series records the speech patterns
of students (?) from different parts of-the U.S. The 1935 *roup contains
109 records? the* 1936 ssrias ":.&s 15.1. General cards are filed under
the heading eAmerican Speecha and cDialects Series3

Speech ftJ fU

BL
2 May 1974

Records with the numbers 32VBR 1-22 recorded in Madison County, Virginia
have cards for them in the Speech Lab Tape Archives Catalog. They have
been taped on to Tape 111-112. LC does not have a master fOF, these two
taiDes. RE n > &
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