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ORATION 

E dedicate this statue to the friend

ship of nations and the peace of the 

world. 

The spirit of liberty embraces all races in 

common brotherhood; it voices in all lan

guages the same needs and aspirations. The 

full power of its expansive and progressive 

influence cannot be reached until wars cease, 

armies are disbanded, and international dis

putes are settled by lawful tribunals and 

the principles of justice. Then the people 

of every nation, secure from invasion and 
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free from the burden and menace of great 

armaments, can calmly and dispassionately 

promote their own happiness and prosperity. 

The marvelous development and progress 

of this republic is due to the fact that in 

rigidly adhering to the advice of Washington 

for absolute neutrality and non-interference 

in the politics and policies of other govern

ments we have avoided the necessity of 

depleting our industries to feed our armies, 

of taxing and impoverishing our resources 

to carry on war, and of limiting our liberties 

to concentrate power in our government. 

Our great civil strife, with all its expenditure 

of blood and treasure, was a terrible sacrifice 

for freedom. The results are so immeasur

ably great that by comparison the cost is in

significant. The development of liberty was 

impossible while she was shackled to the 

slave. The divine thought which intrusted 

to the conquered the full measure of home 

rule and accorded to them an equal share of 



imperial power was the inspiration of God. 

With sublime trust it left to liberty the 

elevation of the freedmen to political rights 

and the conversion of the rebel to patriotic 

citizenship. 

The rays from this torch illuminate a 

century of unbroken friendship between 

France and the United States. Peace and 

its opportunities for material progress and 

the expansion of popular liberties send from 

here a fruitful and noble lesson to all the 

world. It will teach the peoples of all coun

tries that in curbing the ambitions and 

dynastic purposes of princes and privileged 

classes, and in cultivating the brotherhood 

of man, lies the true road to their enfranchise

ment. The friendship of individuals, their 

unselfish devotion to each other, their will

ingness to die in each other's stead, are the 

most tender and touching of human records ; 

they are the inspiration of youth and the 

solace of age; but nothing human is so 



beautiful and sublime as two great peoples 

of alien race and language transmitting 

down the ages a love begotten in gratitude, 

and strengthening as they increase in power 

and assimilate 'in their institutions and 

liberties. 

The French alliance which enabled us to 

win our independence is the romance of his

tory. It overcame improbabilities impos

sible in fiction, and its results surpass the 

dreams of imagination. The most despotic 

of kings, surrounded by the most exclusive 

of feudal aristocracies, sending fleets and 

armies officered by the scions of the proud

est of nobilities to fight for subjects in revolt 

and the liberties of the common people, is a 

paradox beyond the power of mere human 

energy to have wrought or solved. The 

march of this mediaeval chivalry across our 

States, respecting persons and property as 

soldiers never had before, never taking an 

apple or touching a fence rail without per-



mission and payment, treating the ragged 

Continentals as if they were knights in 

armor and of noble ancestry, captivating our 

grandmothers by their courtesy and our 

grandfathers by their ' courage, remains 

unequaled in the poetry of war. It is the 

most magnificent tribute in history to the 

volcanic force of ideas and the dynamitic 

power of truth, though the crust of the globe 

imprison them. In the same ignorance and 

fearlessness with which a savage plays about 

a powder magazine with a torch, the Bour

bon king and his court, buttressed by the 

consent of centuries and the unquestioned 

possession of every power of the state, 

sought relief from cloying pleasures and 

vigor for enervated minds, in permitting and 

encouraging the loftiest genius and the 

most impassioned eloquence of the time to 

discuss the rights and liberties of man. 

With the orator the themes were theories 

which fired only his imagination, and with 



[he courtiers they were pastimes or jests. 

Neither speakers nor listeners saw any 

application of these ennobling sentiments to 

the common mass and groveling herd, 

whose industries they squandered in riot 

and debauch and whose bodies they hurled 

against battlement and battery to gratify 

ambition or caprice. But these revelations 

illuminated many an ingenuous soul among 

the young aristocracy, and with distorted 

rays penetrated the Cimmerian darkness 

which enveloped the people. They bore 

fruit in the heart and mind of one youth to 

whom America owes much and France 

everything, the Marquis de Lafayette. 

As the centuries roll by and in the fullness 

of time the rays of liberty's torch are the 

beacon lights of the world, the central niches 

in the earth's Pantheon of Freedom will be 

filled by the figures of Washington and 

Lafayette. The story of this young French 

noble's life is the history of the time which 



made possible this statue, and his spirit is 

the very soul of this celebration. He was 

the heir of one of the most ancient and noble 

families of France, he had inherited a fort

une which made him one of the richest men 

in his country, and he had enlarged and 

strengthened his aristocratic position by 

marriage, at the early age of sixteen, with a 

daughter of the ducal house of Noailles. 

Before him were pleasure and promotion at 

court and the most brilliant opportunities in 

the army, the state, and the diplomatic 

service. He was a young officer of nine

teen, stationed at Metz, when he met at the 

table of his commander the Duke of Glou

cester, the brother of George the Third. 

The Duke brought news of an insurrection 

which had broken out in the American 

colonies, and read, to the amazement of his 

hearers, the strange dogmas and fantastic 

theories which these "insurgents," as he 

called them, had put forth in what they 


