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^ ALBEEUNI'S INDIA. 

dus. 

CHAPTER XLIX. 

A SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE EEAS. 

T H E eras serve to fix certain moments of time which are rage 203. 
mentioned in some historical or astronomical connection, tion of some 
The Hindus do not consider it wearisome to reckon with of the Hin-
huge numbers, but rather enjoy it. Still, in practical 
use, they are compelled to replace them by smaller 
(more handy) ones. 

Of their eras we mention— 
1. The beginning of the existence of Brahman. 
2. The beginning of the day of the present nych-

themeron of Brahman, i.e. the beginning of the kalpa. 
3. The beginning of the seventh Tnanvanta.ra, in 

which we are now. 
4. The beginning of the twenty-eighth caturyuga, in 

which we are now. 
5. The beginning of the fourth yuga of the present 

caturyuga, called kalikdla, i.e. the time of Kali. The 
whole yuga is called after him, though, accurately 
speaking, Ms time falls only in the last part of the 
yuga. Notwithstanding, the Hindus mean by kalikdla 
the beginning of the kaliyuga. 

6. Pdndava-kdla, i.e. the time of the life and the wars 
of Bharata. 

All these eras vie with each other in antiquity, the 
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2 A LB BRUNTS INDIA. 

one going back to a still more remote beginning than 
the other, and the sums of years which they afford go 
beyond hundreds, thousands, and higher orders of num­
bers. Therefore not only astronomers, but also other 
people, think it wearisome and unpractical to use them. 

The author In Order to give an idea of these eras, we shall use 
adopts the J 2 J _ • J_ J' • I I J T T - T 

year 400 of as a first gaugc or point 01 comparison that Hindu 
atesf-year? JQSiV the great bulk of which coincides with the year 

400 of Yazdajird. This number consists only of hun­
dreds, not of units and tens, and by this peculiarity 
it is distinguished from all other years that might 
possibly be chosen. Besides, it is a memorable t i m e ; 
for the breaking of the strongest pillar of the religion, 
the decease of the pattern of a prince, Mahmud, the 
lion of the world, the wonder of his time—may God 
have mercy upon him !—took place only a short time, 
less than a year, before it. The Hindu year precedes 
the Nauroz or new year's day of this year only by 
twelve days, and the death of the prince occurred pre­
cisely ten complete Persian months before it. 

Page 204. Now, presupposing this our gauge as known, we shall 
compute the years for this point of junction, which is 
the beginning of the corresponding Hindu year, for the 
end of all years which come into question coincides 
with it, and the Nauroz of the year 400 of Yazdajird 
falls only a little later (viz. twelve days). 

How much The book Vishnu-Dliarma says : "Yajra asked Mar-
Brahman ° kandeya how much of the life of Brahman had elapsed ; 
^^ irdirfî to whereupon the sage answered: ' That which has elapsed aocorc 

^Dharma!^^'" is 8 years, 5 months, 4 days, 6 manvantaras, 7 samdhi, 
27 caturyugas, and 3 yugas of the twenty-eighth catur­
yuga, and 10 divya-years up to the time of the asvamedha 
which thou hast offered.' He who knows the details of 
this statement and comprehends them duly is a sage 
man, and the sage is he who serves the only Lord and 
strives to reach the neighbourhood of his place, which is 
called Paramapada." 



CHAPTER XLIX. 3 

Presupposing this statement to be known, and refer­
ring the reader to our explanation of the various mea­
sures of time which we have given in former chapters, 
we offer the following analysis. 

Of the life of Brahman there have elapsed before our 
gauge 26,215,73,2948,132 of our years. Of the nych-
themeron of Brahman, i.e. of the kalpa of the day, there 
have elapsed 1,972,948,132, and of the seventh manvan-
tara 120,532,132. 

The latter is also the date of the imprisoning of the 
King Bali, for it happened in the first caturyuga of the 
seventh manvantara. 

In all chronological dates which we have mentioned 
already and shall still mention, we only reckon with 
complete years, for the Hindus are in the habit of dis­
regarding j'raci!^ows of a year. 

Further, the Vishmc-Bharmct says: " Markandeya The time of 
says, in answer to a question of Vajra: ' I have already co'rffng'to 
lived as long as 6 kalpas and 6 manvantaras of the 
seventh kalpa, 23 tretdyugas of the seventh manvantara. 
In the twenty-fourth tretdyuga Rama killed Ravana, 
and Lakshmana, the brother of Rama, killed Kumbha-
karna, the brother of Ravana. The two subjugated all 
the Rakshasas. At that time Valmiki, the Rishi, com­
posed the story of Rama and Ramayana and eternalised 
it in his books. It was I who told it to Yudhishthira, 
the son of Pandu, in the forest of Kamyakavana.'" 

The author of the Vishnu-Dharma reckons here with 
tretdyugas, first, because the events which he mentions 
occurred in a certain tretdyuga, and secondly, because it 
is more convenient to reckon with a simple unit than 
with such a unit as requires to be explained by reference 
to its single quarters. Besides, the latter part of the 
tretdyuga is a more suitable time for the events men­
tioned than its beginning, because it is so much nearer 
to the age of evil-doing (v. i. pp. 379, 380). No doubt, 
the date of Rama and Ramayana is known among the 

Vishnu 
DJiarma. 


