


COILIIT‘"‘)ig ITagv-ar

Columbia Wnibversity
in the Citp of et Pork

THE LIBRARIES










TRUBNER'S

ORIENTAL SERILES.



& ——
e .
& w
N ' N
- .
= - .
0 -
|
Wi




ALBERUNI'S INDIA.

AN ACCOUNT OF FHE RELIGION, PHILOSOFPRY, IITERATURE,
GEQGRAPHY, CHRONOLOGY, ASTRONONY, CUSTOMS,
LAWSE AND ASTROLOGY OF INDIA
ABOUT A.D. 1030,

En Enalisb Ebdition, with Totes and Fndices.

BY

Dr. EDWARD C. SACHAU,

Professor in the Royal University of Berlin, and Prinecipal of the 2eminary for
Oriental Langnages; Member of the Royal Academy of Berlin, and
Corresponding Member of the Imperial Academy of Vienna
Honorary Member of the Asiatic Society of Great Britain aud Ireland, London,
and of the American Orlental Roclety, Cambridge, TL.8.A,

IN TWo VFOLUMES.

VOL. 1I.

LONDON
KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO. L™
DRYDEN HOUSE, GERRARD STREET, W,
1910



B93.784 &

¥od

f;oa,_ o

211166

The right of trenslation and of production are reserved

Printed by BARLANTYNE, Havson & (o
At the Ballantyne Press, Edinburgh



wlavfoa Ded

o p1 i G &

ALBERUNI'S INDIA.

—_— -

CHAPTER XLIX.
A SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE ERAS.

THE eras serve to fix certain moments of time which are
mentioned in gome historical or astronomical connection.
The Hindns do not consider it wearisome to reckon with
huge numbers, but rather enjoy it. Still, in practical
use, they are compelled to replace them by smaller
(more handy) ones,

Of their eras we mention—

1. The beginning of the existence of Brahman.

2. The beginning of the day of the present nych-
themeron of Brahman, ¢.e. the beginning of the kulpa.

3. The beginning of the seventh manvenfare, in
which we are now,

4. The beginning of the twenty-eighth caturyuga, in
which we are now.

5. The beginning of the fourth gwge of the present
eaturrguge, called Falilela, ie. the time of Kali. The
whole wuga is ealled after him, thongh, aceurately
speaking, his time falls only in the last part of the
yuga,  Notwithstanding, the Hindus mean by balikdla
the beginning of the laliyuge.

6. Pdandeva-kdla, 7.e. the time of the life and the wars
of Bhirata.

All these eras vie with each other in antiquity, the
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one going back to a still more remote beginning than
the other, and the sums of years which they afford go
beyond hundreds, thousands, and higher orders of num-
bers. Therefore not only astronomers, but also other
people, think it wearizsome and unpractical to use them.

In order to give an idea of these eras, we shall nse
as a first cavge or point of comparison that Hindu
year the great bulk of which coincides with the year
400 of ¥azdajird. This number consists only of hun-
dreds, not of units and tens, and by this pecnliarity
it is distinguished from all other years that might
possibly be chosen. DBesides, it is a memorable time ;
for the breaking of the strongest pillar of the religion,
the decease of the pattern of a prince, Mahmfiid, the
lion of the world, the wonder of his time—may God
have merey upon him !—took place only a short time,
less than a year, before it. The Hinda year precedes
the Naurtz or new years day of this year only by
twelve da,ys, and the death of the pr'ince. oceurred pre-
cisely ten complete Persian months before it.

Now, presupposing this onr gauge as known, we shall
compute the years for this point of junction, which is
the beginning of the corresponding Hindu year, for the
end of all years which come into question coincides
with it, and the Nanrfz of the year 400 of Yazdajird
falls only a little later (viz. twelve days).

The book Vishpu-Dharma says: © Vajra asked Miir-
kandeya how much of the life of Brahman had elapsed ;
wherenpon the sage answered : * That which has elapsed
is § years, 3 months, 4 days, 6 manvantaras, 7 saviuiha,
27 caturyugoas, and 3 yugas of the twenty-eighth eatu-
g, and 10 divya-years up to the time of the afvamediia
which thou hast offered” He who knows the details of
this statement and comprehends them duly is a sage
man, and the sage is he who serves the only Lord and
strives to reach the neighbourhood of his place, which is
ealled Paremapada.”






