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UHRAO JAN ADA 

Cha^t^rs 

The division of Umrao Jan^Ada into chapters is confusingly 

unsystematized in the various editions. This comparative table will make 

the kind of divergences introduced by editors appa.rent - although slightly 

different schemes may appear in other editions. The three columns listed 

here refer tot 

1. The English Translation* This is probably the most faithful to 

the origirial, since each chapter begins with a couplet or verse specially 

composed by Rusva, Some of the chapters are, however, extremely long. 

2» The Majlis-e Taraqqi-e Adab edition used as the basis for the 

glossary, Wiis is baaed on subjectis treated as well as the formal division 

of the verse-headinge (the editor also extrapolates verses from the text to 

put them at the head of his new chapters)* Although the system is rather 

muddling to refer to, the three parts do correspond broadly to the three 

major divisions of the book, in which the central one deals with Umrao*s 

life out of Lucknow» 

3* The Naya Idara (lahore) edition of 1956, roughly similar to 2, but 

without the editorial verse-headings to nev/ chapters, and with more sub­

divisions in the central section* The cliapters are numbered straight through. 

As in 2, chapters I and II of the Translation are run together. 
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UHPlO Jin ADA 

Outline 

This outline gives a quick overall view of the 

organisation of the novel. Passages which are external 

to the actual narrative are indented. The chapter-

he® dings and marginal p£ige*-references relate to the English 

translation. 



INTRODUCTION 

(v-'-vi) Bisva attends poetry evenings in the apartment of his 
friend Hunshi Ahmad in the Chawk. They hear 
exclamations of approval fro® the courteaari in the 
next apartment. A maid corses to invite Rueva to eieet 
her mistress* 

(omitted) Rusva finds it*s Umrao whom he's net seen or heard of 
for a long timee He invites her to join the commny., 
Deecription; of the inforn^lity of the poetry evenings* 

(omitted) Mushaira, in which Rusva, U'srao, Munshi Ahmad and his 
friends perform^ 

(omitted) Snd of mushairaj guests depart* Munshi Ahmad, a 
romance and novel addict, urges Umrao to tell her life-
Btor^ft Riistfa backs him up^ and Umrao eventually agree; 

Coffiitted) Rueva praises the stylishness and interest of her 
account: he explains how he wrote it down secretly 
as she went along, and showed her the MS at the end* 
Although at first annoyed, she then reads it and makes 
corrections^ Rusvs, vouches for the accuracy of the 
story, but leaves readers to decide for themselvee. 

CMFfIS I 

Cl) Prologue: Urarao*s reluctance to tell her tale of Bhas-., 

(1**3) Her memories of her happy childhood with her family in 
Fai^abad, who are rather better off than their neighbours. 
Description of herself as girl* 

(3»4} Ber betrothal to cousin when 9 years old« v/ealth of 
cousin*e farfdiy in Navabganj* Her parents* efforts to r-
her dowry together* Favourable contrast between her 
fiance and that of her friend Kariman# Her happin?s6s ar. 
approaching marriage* 

(4«»5) • Happiness of childhood* Her father* s kindness and love,̂  
although her mother is fonder of her brother: her mothf-;:'-'' 
scolding her for losing a cheap ring. Her mother's 
kindneBs and concern when she is ill. 

(5) Her rriother hae her jewellery and household implement© 
refurbished for Umrao, In order that she may make a good 
impression with her in--»'laM*a in spite of her fa therms 
urging her to keep some for hereelf* 



CHAPTER II 

(6-7) Praiogae^: Umrao's reflections on the causes of girls 
not hereditarily destined for the life becoming 
prostitutes. In her own case she blames her bad luck,, 

(7) Account of Dilavar Kha.n (house mentioned on p*l) •» how he 
had been arrested and Uitirao's father had testified against 
him* On his releai^e from jail, Dilavar Khan plots 
revenge: he buys pigeons and captures one of Umrao*s 
father's bird©*"' He asks for money for its return, 

(7*S) Umrao is playing outside her house one evening, when 
Dilavar Kl'ian aeks her to come and collect her father*s 
pigeon. Once in his house he binds and gaga her, and 
takes her off in a bullock^cart with his confederate Pir 
Bakhshe 

(8-'9) Umrao* s terror and thoughts of home» The criminals laugh 
and insult Umrao*6 fs,mily« Dilavar Khan says he* 11 kill 
UmraOj then her father* Pir Bakhsh is more concerned for 
his money^ and suggests selling her in Lucknow* 

(9*"10) The^ halt for charcoal, Umrao screams^ and Dilavar Khan 
is about to kill her^ when Pir Bakhsh stops him and telLj-
him about his wlfe*s brother^ Karim^ who will help them to 
sell Umrao in Luaknow* 

(10=~11) Tbe journey continues with occasional halts, Dilavar 
Khan and Pir Bakhsh indulge in senseless arguments and 
fights^ but soon become friends again* 

CHAPTEFe III 

(12) Prologue: Umrao says she will never forget her terro: 
when captured* She curses Dilavar Kha,n5 who got the 
fate he deserved, and is surej he 16 being tortured in 
hella She has no desire to continue her wretched su 

(12) Umrao tells hov she met her mother once again, and li'-.rv̂.' 
her brother has a son. She ivould love to eee them^ smd 
it would be easy to get to Faizabad by train, but her 
present status makes it impoBsible» 

(12-13) In those days there were no trains, but at last they 
reach Karim*B in-laws' house. Umrao is locked up, but at 
least fed by Karim*s '<\fife and mother*in»law« 

(l4) Umrao is joined for a day by another abducted girl^ Rruiidrtit 
the'y talk together, and Umrao glimpeee her beauty* 
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(14«'15) A few days later Dilavar Khan and Pir Bakhsh come to 
collect Umrao, who is taken by night across Lucknow to 
Khanum Jan's house in the Chawk» Description of Khanum 
as she then was* 

(15-16) Khanum talks terms with the villains and pays them Rs»125 
for Umrao* 

C16-I7) After the villains have left, Khanum and Eua Husaini talk 
about them, then question Uinrao» She io re-named Uirut'-ao 
(instead of Amiran)niusaini is granted her request and 
allowed to bring her up. 

(17-18) Umi-ao dreams of home, but is comforted by Husaini. She 
soon realizes that there is to be no return, and starts tr^ 
enjoy life in Khanum*s splendid eatablishment, with the 
other girls, Bismillahi Khurshid and Amir Jan, knowing that 
she's as firmly placed in this house as a bride in her 
in-laws*6 

CMPTER IV 

(19) Description of Kl-ianum's splendid establishment, and the 
courtesans* life of luxury. Her daughter Bism.illah, and 
Khurshid^ are under instruction, like Umraoo 

(19"-21) Umrao is selected for musical training. Kha.num twice 
corrects her music^mester, leading to some coolness between 
them* But Umrao is eager to learn from any expert. 

(21-'22) Neither Bismillah nor Khurshid have a gift for music* The 
best one is the ugly Biga Jan (described), whom Omrao is 
always pestering. Biga Jan sings a Hindi dhurpad. 

(22-23) The girls are taught reading and writing by an elderly 
Maulvi (described), Husaini*s lover: ehe looks after him 
well. This attachment makes him a particularly careful 
teacher of Umrao, who learns Persian and some Arabic fro;u 
him. She is everlastingly grateful for his care, for t!:.; 
polish and the love of poetry which he gave her* 

CHAPTER ¥ 

(24) The three girls study with the Maulvi « also the naught; 
Gauhar Mirza, 



(24-25) Gauhar Mirza's background r the son of a Navab and Bam 
Domni, who lives next to Husaini^s brother. Qauhar 
Miraa*s pranks: one day he is thrashed by the Maulvi v«.*,o 
is teaching him for throwing his ©hoes in the mosque ta*"; u 
He comes home looking terribleis Buoaini takes pity • 
and gets Banno to send him to 'her* Maulvi» 

(25-26) After a while, when Umrao is about 13, they start gettir:-r 
on well. Both musical, they go round entertaining the 
older courtesans. Amir Jan is especially fond of Gcuriii-v 
MITZBL^B singing." 

(26) Interlude: Amir Jan described when young (verse)i 
Umrao and Rusva talk about what has happened to h-
since, 

(26«-27) Description of Gauhar Mirsa and his attractive cheekinesB* 

(26) Interlude: Rusva hints that he has -known Banno, 

(26) Their merry life as children^ visiting the courteBajis* 
rooms, being given pcm, sweets, and hookahs to smoke,, 

(27-29) Interlude: Rusva asks Umrao when she started to p-" "' 
She admits that she has taken opium as a medicine, oui, 
has given up wine. This leads to an interchange of 
verses on the themes of wine~drinking and the happy day: 
of youth* 

(29-30) Description of the splendid missl arranged by Khanum for 
Bismillah, paid for by Navab Chabban, Bismillah becomes: 
his mistreas, 

(3O-3I) Interlude: Umrao protests about have to tell Busva ail 
about prostitutes, Husva waves her objections '^—' " 
saying they are unfitting in an educated woman* Veraes 
are again exchanged, leading to Rusva joking about his 
'spiritual children' - the numerous poets of Luckno';̂  *bij 
have adopted his pen-name* 

(32) Interlude: Rusva urgeÊ  Umrao to continue, citing the 
singing of obscene wedding-songs as a precedent: this 
i8 briefly discussed* 

(32-34) Khureshid and Amir also have their mis si ceremonies and 
proper establishments* Tl'ieir airs and wiles are described 
(verse). 

(34-35) Filled with envy, Umrao is compelled to live in Bua 
Husaini's wretched room^ When she is l4 she starts lookirj 
at herself in the mirror. 



viii* 

(35) InterludeI Rusva pays compliments to Umrao'e beauty^ 
assuring her that it was fear of Khanum that prevented he 
from having admirers* 

(3$'"36) Umrao recalls her frustration at the time and adolescent 
flirtatiousness, Gauhar Miraa^ however, is keen on her^ 
and gi-̂ eiB her a silver rupee - the moat jrecious gift of 
her life« 

CHAPTER VI 

(37) Description of rainy searson: somcjone creeps into Umrao^e 
room^ and*,*** Next day there*© an unsuccessful search fo:i 
the culprit* 

(37) InterlMdj&t Umrao assures Rusva that Khanum could take 
this sort of upset in her ©tride* 

' 9 (57«"40) Khanum finds tbe sil3.y bumpkin Rashid Ali (described)^ 
who fancies himself as a Lucknow beau, paying court to 
courtesans, singing and compoeing poetry. He is encouraged 
to fall for Umrao, and pays H©«,5000 for the p>rivilege of 
having her, 

(40-42) Umrao at last has her own establishment* She maintains her 
relationship with Gauhar Mirza* The uses of these *kepfc mm 
to a 'courtesan. Amir Jan's KaE-im Ali and Khurshid*s 
Piyare Sahib: on3„y Bismillah is too mean to have anyone* 
Khanum still keeps a young man, and has her old lover Mirxa 
Sahib still by her: she upbraids Khurshid for making such, a 
fuss about Piyare Sahib getting married^ telliytg he«» ho-v '^h-^ 
ripped up Mlrzia Sahib*s wedding suit, SiXid how he*s ne-^er r;aK« 
home since* 

(42-44) Umrao's first regular ̂ ujra^ when 14 years old at a Navafo'o 
wedding* The scene described* Uirtrao follows a famous 
singer from Baroda, but charms the audience with her 
innocent beauty: the impression ms.de by the ĝ iasal Bhe sing; 

(44-45) Interlude: Rusva asks for more couplets of the ghaaal.* 
They discuss the poet and his versa* 

(45) Next day Umrao is visited by the servant of Navab Sulta„n,̂  
who has witnessed her singing and asks for a copy of the poer 
She is given five mohurs, which she hides under her bed* 

(45-46) lnte;rludMt Umrao*B reflections on a woman's need for 
love* f-lavab Sultan eontraated with the selfish Gautor 
Mirsa* She opines that selfless love is found only in 
stories* 
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IX ( 

(46-49) 

(49-53) 

(5>55) 

(55-56) 

Th© l8-year old Navab Sultan comes to spend a private: 
evening with Umrao* His handsomeness described* 
deli|jl).tful conversation, and his happiness at finding 
Umrao too is fond of poetry, like himself* 

They are rudely interrupted by the gate^'Crashing Khan 
Sahib, who starts to be familiar with Umrao, and insulting 
to Navab Sultan, when he protests. Stung beyond 
endurance, ?̂ avA.b Sultan shoots him* His truety servant, 
Sh0.msher Khan gets the Navab away to avoid a scandal« 
The kptval is summoned and gets rid of the Khan Sahib.. 

Navab Sultan stops coming, but Umrao sees him some •--
at another wedding, where she is performing, She fif-^ndt; \a\\, 
a verse message through his little brother, and he --.'rrari,-?-;-. 
for their meeting again via Shamsher Khan. TJiey .-if-1 .t 
his friend's house in Navaaganj, with many delightful 
evenings, until they are separated at la,st (verse)* 

Interlude; Husva commente on Umrao*s beauty again^ and 
asko her for more verses from the poem she has just quoted^ 

(56-57) 

(57) 

Umrao e n t e r s the s e r v i c e of the e l d e r l y Navab J a f a r Al i 
Khan ( d e s c r i b e d ) , who ma.intainG a courtesan because it; i s 
the done t h i n g , 

Umrao*s a f f e c t i o n a t e mem,oi*y of the old Navab, e s p e c i a l l y 
because of the s k i l l a t nyirsiya-^singing he handed on to her*: 
Tlie splendour of Huharram obfijervances a t Khanum*s, Umrao t̂,? 
fame as a mxrsiya-singer b r ings her uoiiice a t Gouyt^ arid .'.she 
i s given an appointment a s a niarsiya-singer* 

(57-59) 

(59-62) 

Navab Chabban*s uncle returns from Kerbela (where he*a been, 
at time of Bismillah*e jTd.£s|̂ ) to press him to marr) 
daughter* He comes in one; evening to Chabban*s 
v/here Bismillah and umrao are attending a party, .ilifid saye he 
will strip Gliabban of all his poseessions* The bjb.iliffe 
throw everyone out, The girls return home* and Chabban is 
forced to take refuge with an old servant (Mateiidum^Bakhah}» 

Bismillah has a pariy^ at which Mia,n Hasnu (Chabban*6 
factotum) is guest. He offers to make B-ismillah his 
mistress (having lined his pockets with Chabban*s money)«. 
Bismillah teases and insults him, then tricks him into-
giving her for nothing a pair of bracelets he has 
diehoneetly acquired from Chabban. 



(62-64) Umrao applauds her getting the bracelets from Hasnu, and 
hopes she* 11 ret'«irn them 'to the now destitute Chabban^ 
But when Chabban comes, Bismillah gets him to give them to 
her in a display of noble generosity* Umrao ie dlsfnj-sted 
with her selfishness, 

(64-65) A few days later, when Umrao is with Khanum an old wojran 
comes to visit the latter, imving been sent by Chabban*6 
mother to persuade her to get Bismillah to induce GbAbban to 
marry his cousin (for a consideration, of course)* Klianurn 
agrees, and p:l0ts with Bismillah. 

'(65-68) Next time Cha.bban comes to Bismillah, Khanum treats him v/ith 
elaborate courtesy and asks him to buy her an expensive 
shawl. He is put to shame, and confesses he has no nioney;; 
Khanum tui-ms on him and sweeps out, telling him not to come 
if he can't afford it* 

(68-69) Bismillah vows to etay true to Chabban, but he races away 
before Umrao can catch him, 

(69-70) Bismillah and Umrao go to Makhdum Bakhsh*s house to look 
for Chabban but he has dlGappeared, Eventually his ring 
turns up for sale, and police investigations reveal that he 
had left it, with his clothes, with a hookah-seller, before 
diving into the river, never to be seen again* Bismillah 
and Umrao lament hie death^ and cujrse the old Mavab* 

(70) Interlude; Rusva asks if Chabban could swim, since beU$ 
, been told that if someone liad learnt, they couldnM; drovm 
of their own will* 

CHAPTEK VII 

(71) Prologue: Kusva is asked if he's ever been in Jove,, 
Umrao says she never has been, although the faking c 
is a basic pirt of a courtesan*s profession* 

(71) Bismillah*s skill at the game brings her lots of loverŝ  
including an elderly Maulvi (described)* 

(72) Umrao describes an incident involving Bismillah and the 
Maulvi, at which a friend of Rusva*s^ a Mir Sahib, was 
present* 

(72) Interlud^e: Husva briefly comments on Mir Sahib, etc 

(72-73) Bismillah makes the Maulvi climb a tree* Only Uri;rl̂ D̂ s 
intervention stopB him breaking his neck* He gets an?; 
in his pantB* 

(73-74) Inte^rlude; Rusva laugjis, but wonders why Bismil';"' 
him do such a thing* 



XI 

(74-75) 

(75) 

(75-76) 

(76-77) 

(77) 

Bismillah tells Umrao that it was because the Maulvi had 
been nasty to her pet monkey. 

Interludes Rusva rema.krB on the appropriatener. ' 
punishment, and says the Maulvi deserved what h-

On another occasion, Bismillah was singing and jc'̂ ing to 
the Maulvi's delight, when a young man turns up« Birimi.'I'i' 
pitches into him: he and the Maulvi glare at each .''''-
The young man leaves, but the Maulvi keeps coming, 

Interlud©: • --Rusva coro,ments on the loyalty shown by 
lovers in the old days. 

Another day, while Umi*ao ie with Bismillah and the Maulvi^ 
Gauhar Mirxa comes in and makes fun of the Maulvi by 
pretending to be intimate with Bismillah* Umrao takes 
pity on him, and shows him GauMr Mirsa is really her map^ 
to Bismillah*s annoyance and the Maulvi*s relief* 

Interlude: Rusva objects that the Maulvi could not hav̂  
been that pure a lover if he got so jealous: Umrao 
sticks up for him. 

(77-79) 

(79) 

(79-80) 

Description of Khurshid, the most beautiful girl in the 
establiehment but completely lacking in the hardriess 
necessary to be a successful courtesan, and hopeless at 
singing and dancing. Her craving for love: she fHlls fc-r 
Piyare Sahib, her admirer, who soon stops pa,ying for her v>fbê' 
he realises her infatuation. His father is ruined, but ae 
refuses to marry her« 

Khurshid*s credulous belief in fakirs and yogis^ 
her and take her money* 

:ric'< 

Her even temper, only broken v/hen Piyare Sahib comes in hi& 
wedding-suit, which she rips off him (cf, pp*4l-2)« Thef 
she gets ill, and even after recovery, she takes no intereoi 
in men, to Khanum*s despair» 

(80-81) 

(81-82) 

One evening during the rainy season, Khurshid, Bisffii].,lah, 
Amir Jan and Umrao prepare to go to the Aish Bagh fair* 
Khanum is luckily indisposed. Descriptions of Khurshid and 
Bismillah* 

Description of the fair* Umrao*a fondness for watching 
people at public gatherings: a few vignettes of different 
kinds of people at the fair* 



(82-83) When they prepare to go home, they find Khurshid 
disappeared* Piyare Sahib ie Buspected^ but si.ji 
marriage he has given her up, and he is proved 1-

(83-84) About six weeks later a rather shady character (Faiz Ali; 
negotiates with Husaini and Khanum for Umrao*s servicee. 
Although she .doesnH think much of him, she has no choi •:;•:• 
once they've agreed^ 

(84-86) Faiz Ali comes to see her regularly each evening, loa&ir^f^ 
her with jewellery and money^ although he refusee to pi. >. 
v/ith a shawl he always wears* He always leaves in the 
stm.ll hours* Umrao do©sn*t much care for him, but he 1-
obviously fond of her, and extremely generouso 

(86) Interludes Rusva cynically observes that hie generooit 
diS*tcoBt him much, 

(86-87) One of Umrao*s admirers, a jeweller called Panna Mal^ corâ  
in looking wretched, telling her he*s been the victiiTi of a 
burglar who*E been stealing from everyone, Umrao fej-^ 
little sympathy for him* 

(87-88) Umrao looks out and sees Faia Ali arrested., to genera,'] 
approval, 

(88-89) But tliat evening, he comes as usual, telling her not tc? te 
anyone about the jewels he's given her, and af^ing her ,i'=' 
she can come away with him* He has to ask Bua Husaini,^ 
whom he pretends he*B a landowner in Farnikhabad, plani;ii?F; 
to go home for a few days, Husaini soon brings a 
blank refusal to let Umrao go from Khanum* 

(89) Umrao, however, is inspired by feelings of loyalty and 
secretly promises Faiz Ali to run away with him, to his 
delighted surprise, 

(89-91) After his departure, Umrao tosses about uneasily wondciiDf 
what to do* At last she goes to sleep, but feele terr'^hi 
when woken up by Gauhar Mirsa, She has an argument w:U..n 
Husaini about refusing a mujra for wliich she's been ensâ ê 

^* ' M U K I H I U K J I W H 4-waft 

Husaini is concerned by her obvious indisposition* 

(omitted) Interlude; Husva analyses Umrao*s attitude and 
motivation at the time* 

(91) Lay-out of Khanum's and surrounding houses exx)laine::U 
Faiz. Ali comes as usual one niĝ it* He tricks the ^mtn'^-'-r^ 
and the p'lfiir escape, soon getting well away from Luckuov%: 
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(92-94) After going through Rai Bareli, they stop at an iim 
L3.I Qanj, where Umrao gets talking with a country 
prostitute called Nasiban, who warns her of the da'-
dacoits on the road they're going on. She tells r 
a local Haja who is infatuated with a girl from Lu 
whom Umrao suspects to be Khurshid* 

(94) Next day they leave together, and Nasiban stops of" 
Sams.riha, a village of prostitutes, whom Urrirao watc 
working like' 'peasantrs in the fields* 

(94-96) Later, Fais Ali rides on ahead, when Umrao's cart i 
suddenly stopped by some armed dacoits* They thre 
her, but Faiz Ali returns in the nick of time with 
reinforcements, including his confederate Fazl Aiis 

(96-97) They travel on together, then stop for a meal in the 
country* Shortly afterwards they are overwhelmed by a 
band of soldiers of the Haja, who*ve been ordered to put 
down dacoitse. Faiz Ali and Fazl Ali escape, but Un'rao 
is captured, and marched off* 

(97-98) On the way^ they meet the Raja, who questions Vrvj.t 
orders her to be put in a cart to be taken to hi's. <• .. 
where she is well looked, after* 

(98-99) Next m.orning the Raja sends for Umî ao and telle- :)t' 
been released, but asks to hear her sing, since ho% 
praises of her voice from *,* Khurshid, who now er̂ -
Umrao sings a ghaaal of her own composition, 'I'hi. --
delighted^ and goes off to eat* 

(99-101) Khurshid tells Umrao hov/ the Raja abducted her at ''• / 
and how happy she now is^ Umrao stays for 2 or / 
please her, but gets very bored. The Haja is fl^ 
is not returning to Krxanum'B and gives her preser.t 
escort to Unnao* 

(101) At the inn at Unnao, she meets Faiz Ali again, and IJM?. 

go along with him, rather against her will* 

(101-3) They reach K^anpur, Faiz Ali leaves Umrao alone in r-
spooky house, When he doesn't return next day, i;he ; 
to look for him, only to see him being rtarched along^ 
arrested* 



XIV ( 

(10>6) 

(106-7) 

(107-9) 

(109-10) 

She slips away into a mosque, where she finds a rathr;; 
uncouth Maulvi with whom she indulgee in teasing banter* 
Sh-2 is very hungry, and at last gets a terrible meal ircif 
the bazaar, which the Maulvi p8.instakingly account© for:,-. 

With the Maulvi'6 help she gets some muBicia.ne together^ 
and soon is a great success in Kanpur* 

She comments on the provincialism of Kanpur, and is 
appalled to learn from an admirer about a fake poet who 
pa.sses of the verse of the master of Lucknow as his own* 

Interlude: Umrao and Rusva deplore people trading on 
the fame of Lucknow (although its .supremacy has now 
passed to Hyde.rabad), and remark on the impossibility 
outsiders acquiring the true Lucknov/ accent* 

CKAVTM VIII 

(111) 

(111-3) 

(11>4) 

(114-5) 

(115-7) 

(117-8) 

(118-20) 

Prologue: verse, leading to comment ttet those who h.-: 
been parted do meet in quite unexpected ways* 

One afternoon during the hot season, an old woman cotnea 
invite Umrao to perform at the birthday p©,rty of the soil 
of her mistress, the Begam Sahib (i»e,, Ramdai) at her 
country house out of town* Umrao agrees, with further 
reflections on the superiority of the culture of Lucknow-

Umrao goes to the Begam's house, whose garden is briefly 
deBcribed, She sings, then the Begam appears after 
darkness has fallen (verse). 

Elaborate description of the Begam's beauty* 

The Begam asks Umrao some questions which Umrao is 
reluctant to answe.r: she says how scared she is to bf-' -•-' 
in Buch an isolated spot* Umrao is introduced to th* 
Begam's little boy, then the company go into an elabc- -i 
dinner* 

After dinner Umrao eings, Barki^ess makes the garden set 
much more frightening (purple passage of description)o 

Suddenly some bandits appear* The ladies faint, anr 
and few servants, led by one Sarfaraz^ stay to protec" 
He parleys with the bandits, one of whose leadera t'j-": 
out to be Fazl Ali, who is reluctant to rob any frir;r'--> 
Umrao*B* I'tie rest of the dacoits are won over* T'. 
if? revived, end gives them money which they accept ar; 
leave*, 


