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UMRAQ JAN ADA

ChaEters

The division of Umraoc Jan Ada into chapters is confusingly

unsystematized in the various editions. This comparative table will make
the kind of divergences introduced by editors apparent - although slightly
different schemes may appear in other editions. The three columns listed

here refer to:

l. The English Translation. This is probably the meost faithful to
the original, since each chapter begins with a couplet or verse specially

composed by Rusva. Some of the chapters are, however, extremely long.

2. The Majlis=e Taraggi-e Adab edition used as the basis for the
glossary. This is based on subjects treated as well as the formal division
of the verse-headings (the editor also extrapolates verses from the text to
put them at the head of his new chapters)., Although the system is rather
muddling to refer to, the three parts do correspond broadly to the three
major divisions of the book, in which the central one deals with Umrao's
life ocut of Lucknow.

3« The Naya Idara (Lahore)} edition of 1956, roughly similar to 2, but
without the editorial verse-headings to new chapters, and with more sub=
divisions in the central section. The chapters are numbered straight through.

Ae in 2, chapters I and II of the Translation are run together,



ii.

& : 2. 3.
[(summary, pp.v-vii) %mn&:%;g:_ﬂ} Introduction]
I (Jwtf Beye..) 1.1 1
II  (ybiyda averegi...) (pek2)

III (de phorekns...) I.2 2
IV (yk hal men...) i1F I.3 3
Vv  (hem nehin wa men...) Tok b
VI (ek Satyr cor.es) 1.5 5
(pels2) T.6 6
(pad5) (p.106) 7
(p.56) (p.123) 8
VII (Jewch wn ko..s) 1.7 9
(pe77) (p.159) 10
(p.80) (p.162) 11
(p.83) IT.1
(p.86) (p.175) 2
(po i) {p.150) 13
(pe97) (p.195) U
VIII (yttefaget-e zamane sa...) 1.2 15
(p.121) (pe2u0) 16
IX  (daskhiys pehwnos...) I1.3 17
X (swn owke hal...) I1.4 18
(pe132) II1.1 19
(p.148) 111.2 20
X1 (hath a) merrad...) I11.3 21
a1 (her cond behwt yewp...) IIX.ke 22
XITI (kysi terch se...) I11.5 23
XV (hay oy nygsh...) 111.6 2y
(pa165) I11.7
XV (gs_puch nama-s amale.s) "yxtytemiva' 25



UMRAC JAN ADR

Cutline

This outline gives a quick overall view of the

organization of the novel. Passages which are external

to the actuasl narrative are indented. The chapter=
hesdings and marginal page-references relate to the Englich

translation,.



(v-vi)

(omitted)

{omitted)

{omitted)

{omitted)

{1)
(13)

( Zit)

(4=5)

(5)

ive

INTROCUCTICN

Rusva attends poetry evenings in the apartment of his
friend Munshi Ahmad in the Chawk. They hear
exclamations of approval from the courtesan in the
next apartment. A maid comes to invite Rusve to meet
Ler mistress.

Rusva finds ii's Umrao whom he's not seen op heard of
for a long time. He invites her to join the company.
Description ©f the informality of the poetry evenings.

Mushzira, in which Rusva, Umrao, Munshi Ahmad and his
Triends perform.

End of mushaira: guests depart. Munshi Ahmad, a
remance and novel addict, urges Umrao to tell her life-
story: Rueva backs him up, and Umrao eventually agre«c.

Rueva preises the stylishness and interest of her
account: he explains how he wrote it down secretly

as she went along, and showed her the MS at the end.
Although at first annoyed, she then reads it and mukes
corrections, Rusva vouches for the accuracy of the
story, but leaves readers to decide for themselves.

CHAFTER I
Pralngge: Umrac's reluctance fto tell her tale of shavno,

Her memories of her happy childhood with her family in
Paizabad, who are rather better off than their neighbours.
Description of herself ss girl,

Her betrothal %o cousin when 4 years old. Wealth of
cousin'es family in Navabganje Her parents' efforts to ;¢
her dowry together. Favoureble contraat between her
fiance and that of her friend Keriman, Her happiness =
approaching marriage,

Happiness of childhood. Her father's kindness and love,
although her mother is fonder of her brother: her mother's
seolding her for losing a cheap ring. Her mother's
kindness and concern when she is ill.

Her mother has her jewellery and household implements
refurbished for Umrao, in order that she may make & pood
impression with her in=law's in spite of her father's
urging her to keep some for herself,



(6-7)

(7

(7=8)

(8-9)

(9-10)

(10-11)

(12)

(12-13)

(14}

Vs

CHAPTER IT

Prologue: Umrao's reflections on the causes of girls
not hereditarily destined for the life becoming
prostitutes. In her own case che blames her bad luck.

Account of Dilavar Khan (house mentioned on ps.l) = how he
had been arrested and Umrao's father had testified agsinst
hime On his release from jail, Dilavar Khan plots
revenge! he buys pigeons and captures one of Unmrae's
father's birds. " He asks for money for its return.

Umrac is playing outside her house one evening, when
Dilavar Khan asks her to come and collect her father's
pigeon. Once in his house he binds and gags her, and
takes her off in a bullockecart with his confederate Fir
Bakhsh.

Umraec's terror and thoughts of home, The criminals laugh
and insult Umrao's family. Dilavar Khan sasys he'll kill
Umrag, then her father. Pir Bakhsh is more concerned for
his money, and suggests selling her in Lucknow,

They halt for charcoal. Umrao screams, and Dilavar Khan
ie about to kill her, when Pir Bakhsh stops him and tells
him about his wife's brother, Karim, who will help them io
sell Umrao in Lucknow,

The journey continues with occasional halts. Dilavar
Khan and Pir Bakhsh indulge in senseless arguments and
fights, but scon become friends again.

CHAPTER III

Prologue: Umrao says she will never forget her terror
when captured. She curses Dilavar Khan, who got the
fate he deserved, and is sure he is being tortured in
hell., ©She has no desire to continue her wretched siory
of shame.

Umrao tells how she met her mother cnce again, and how
her brother has a son. She would love to see them, and
it would be easy to get to Failzabad by train, but her
present status makes it impossible.

In those days there were no trains, but at last they
reach Karim's in-laws' house. Umrao is locked up, tut at
least fed by Karim's wife and mother=in=law,

Umrao is joined for a day by another abducted girl, Raudsi:
they talk together, and Usrao glimpses her beauty.



(14=15)

(15«16)

(16-17)

(17-18)

(19)

(19-21)

{21=-22)

(22-23)

(2h)

vie

A few days later Dilavar Khan and Pir Bakhsh come to
collect Umrao, who is taken by night across Lucknow to
Khanum Jan's house in the Chawk. Deseription of Khanum
as she then was,.

Khanum talks terms with the villains and pays them Re.l1l25
for Umraoc,.

After the villains have left, Khanum and Bua Husaini talk
about them, then question Umrao, She is re=pamed Umrao
(instead of Amiran)® Husaini is granted her request and
allowed to bring her up.

Umrao dreams of home, but is comforted by Husaini. She
socn realizes that there is to be no return, and starts ¢~
enjey life in Khanum's splendid establishment, with the
cther girls, Bismillahy Khurshid and Amir Jan, knowing that
she's as firmly placed in this house as a bride in her
in"‘lﬂ“ﬁ ' &

CHAPTER IV

Description of Khanum's splendid establishment, and the
courtesans' life of luxury. Her daughter Bismillsh, and
Khursghid, are under instruction, like Umrao.

Umrao is selected for musical training. Khanum twice
corrects her musice-master, leading to some coolness betwesn
thems But Umrao is eager to learn from any expert.

Neither Bismillah nor Khurshid have a gift for music., The
best one is the ugly Biga Jan (described), whom Umrao is
always pestering. Biga Jan sings a Hindi dhurpad.

L] * - L * L

The girls are taught reading and writing by an elderly
Maulvi (described), Husaini's lover: she looks after him
wells, This attachment makes him a particularly ecareful
teacher of Umrao, who learns Persisn and some Arabic fron
him, £he is everlastingly grateful for his care, for -
polish and the love of poetry which he gave her.

CHAFTER V

The three girls study with the Maulvi = also the naughty
Gauhar Mirza,



gii.

(2h=25) Gauhar Mirza's background - the son of a Navab and Banr.
Domni, who lives next to Husaini's brother, Gauhar
Mirza's pranks: one day he is thrashed by the Maulvi w.-
is teaching him for throwing his shoes in the mosque La:f
He comes home looking terrible: Rusaini takes pity —
and gets Banno to send him to 'her! Maulvi,

(25-26) After a while, when Umraoc is about 13, they start gett!r
on wells Both musical, they go round entertaining the
older courtesans., Amir Jan is especially fond of Gaulw
Mirza's singing.

(26) Interlude: Amir Jan described when young (verse):
Umrao and Rusva talk about what has happened to -
since.

(26=27) Description of Gauhar Mirza and his attractive cheekiness.

(26) Interlude: Rusava hints that he has known Banno.

(26) Their merry life as children, visiting the courtesans’

rooms, being given pan, sweets, and hookahs to smoke.

(27-29) Interlude: Husva asks Umrao when she started to =~
She admits that she has taken opium as a mecdicine, obu.
has given up wine. This leads to an interchange of
verses on the themes of wine~drinking and the happy days

of youth.
L 4 L] L] LJ L]
(29-30) Description of the splendid missi arranged by Khanum for

Bismillah, paid for by Navab Chabban, Bismillah become:
his mistress.

(20-31) Interlude: Umrao protests about have to tell Rusva =zll
about prostitutes. Rusva waves her objections -~ °
gaying they are unfitting in san educated woman., Verses
are again exchanged, leading to Rusva joking about his
'spiritual children' = the numerous poets of Lucknow wiho
have adopted his pen~name.

(32) Interlude: Rusva urges Umrao to continue, citing the
singing of obscene wedding~songs as & precedent: this
iz briefly discussed.

(32=34) Khurshid and Amir also have their missi ceremonies and
proper establishments. Their airs and wiles are described
(verse).

(34-35) Filled with envy, Umraoc is compelled to live in Bua

Husaini's wretched room, When she is 14 she starts looking
at herself in the mirror.



(35)

(35-36)

(37)

(37)

(37-40)

(L0=42)

(42=blt)

(L4h=bs)

(45)

(45-46)

viii.

Interlude: Rusva pays compliments to Umrao's beauty,
agsuring her that it was fear of Khanum that prevented he
from having admirers.

Umrao recalls her frustration at the time and adolescent
flirtatiousness. Gauhar Mirza, however, is keen on her,
and gives her a silver rupee - the most precious gift of
hBr lifan

CHAPTER VI

Description of rainy semson: someone creeps into Umreoc's
room, and..... Next day there's an unsuccessful search for
the culprit.

Interlude: Umrao assures Rusva that Xhanum could take
this sort of upset in her stride,

Khanum finds the silly bumpkin Rashid Ali (described),

who fancies himself as a Lucknow beau, paying court to
courtesans, singing and composing poetry. He is encouragsd
to fall for Umrao, and pays Rs.5000 for the privilege of
having her.

Umrao a2t last has her own establishment. She maintains her
relationship with Gauhar Mirza. The uses of these 'kept mou’
to a ‘courtesan. Amir Jan's Kazim Ali and Khurshid's

Piyare Sahib: only Bismillah is tco mean to have anyone,
Khanum still keeps a young man, and has her old lover Mirss
Sahib still by her: she upbraids Khurshid for making such a
fuss about Piyare Sahib getting married, tellipg hee how =t
ripped up Mirza Sahib's wedding suit, and how he's never pone
home since.

» a " ® " ®

Umrao'e first regular mujra when 14 years old at a Navab's
wedding, The scene described, Umrac follows a famous
singer from Baroda, but charms the audience with her

innocent beauty: the impression made by the ghazal she sings.

Interlude: Rusva asks for more couplets of the ghazal.
They discuss the poet and his verse.

Next day Umrao is visited by the servant of Navab Sultan,
who has witnessed her singing and asks for a copy of the poo
She is given fiwe mohurs, which she hides under her bed.

Interlude: Umrao's reflections on a woman's need for
love., HNavab Sultan contrasted with the selfish Gauhor
Mirza. She opines that selfless love is found only in
stories,
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(46=49)

(k9=53)

(53~55)

(55=56)

(56=57)

(57)

(57-59)

(59-62)

p 5

The 18-year old Navab Sultan comes to spend a private
evening with Umrao, His handsomeness describeds Their
delightful conversation, and his happiness at finding that
Umrao too is fond of poetry, like himsel f,

They are rudely interrupted by the gate-crashing Khan
Sahib, who starts to be familiar with Umrao, and insultin,
to Navab Sultan, when he protests. Stung beyond
endurance, Navab Sultan shoots him., His trusty servent,
Shamsher Khan gets the Navab away to avoid a scandal,

The kotval is summoned and gets rid of the Khan Sahib,

Navab Sultan stops coming, but Umrao sees him some dnys later
at another wedding, where she is performing. ©She sends him
a verse message through his little brother, and he arrangec
for their meeting again via Shamsher Khan. They meel at

his friend's house in Navazganj, with many delightful
evenings, until they are separated at last (verse).

Interlude: Rusva comments on Umrao's beauty again, and
asks her for more verses from the poem she has just ouoted.

L] @ L] @ £ L

Umraoc enters the service of the elderly Navab Jafar Ali

Khan (described), who maintains a courtesan because it is
the done thing.

Umrao's affsctionate memory of the old Nawvab, especially
because of the skill st marsiya-singing he handed on to her.
The splendour of Muharram observances at Khanum's. Umrao'a
fame as a marsiys=singer brings her notice at Cougt, and she
is given an appointment as a marsizg-singer.

L L] * L] L L 3

Navab Chabban's uncle returns from Kerbela (where fe'd been
at time of Bismillah's missi) to press him to marry his
daughter, He comes in one evening to Chabban's
where Bismillah and Umrac are attending a party,
will strip Chabban of all his possessions. The bhiliffe
throw everyone out. The pirls return home, and C bhan is
forced to take refupe with an old servant {Hahhdum

Bismillah has a party, at which Mian Hasnu (Chabban's
factotum) is guest. He offers to make Bismillah his
mistress (having lined his pockets with Chabban's money).
Bismillah teases and insults him, then tricke him into
giving her for nothing a pair of bracelets he has
dishonestly acquired from Chabban.



(62=64)

(64=65)

(65=68)

(68-69)

(69-70)

(70)

(71)

(71)

(72)

(72)
(72-73)

(73-74)

Xa

Umrao applauds her getting the bracelets from Hasnu, =nd
hopes she'll return them 'to the now destitute Chabban,

But when Chabban comes, Bismillah gets him to give them to
her in a display of noble generosity. Umrao is dispusied
with her selfishness.

A few days later, when Umraoc is with Khanum an old woman
comes to visit the latter, having been sent by Chabban's
mother to persuade her to get Bismillah to induce Chabhan t-
marry his cousin (for a consideration, of course), Xhanum
agrees, and plots with Bismillah.

Next time Chabban comes te Bismillah, Khanum treats him with
elaborate courtesy and asks him to buy her an expensive
shawl. He is put to shame, and confesses he has no money:
Khanum turns on him and sweeps out, telling him not to come
if he can't afford it.

Bismillah vows to stay true to Chabban, but he races away
before Umrao can catch him.

Bismillah and Umrao go to Makhdum Bakhsh's house to look
for Chabban but he has disappeared. Eventually his ring
turns up for sale, and police investipations reveal that he
had left it, with his clothes, with a hookah=-seller, before
diving into the river, never to be seen again. Bismillah
and Umrac lament his death, and curse the old Navab,

Interlude: Rusvae agks if Chabban could swim, since he's
, been told that if someone had learnt, they coulda't drown
of their own will.

CHAPTER VII

Prologue: Rusva is asked if he's ever been in love.
Umrao says she never has been, although the faking of lowve
is a basic part of a courtesan's profession.

Bismillah's skill at the game brings her lots of laovers,
including an elderly Maulvi (described).

Umrac describes an incident involving Bismillah snd the
Maulvi, at which a friend of Rusva's, a Mir Sahib, was
present.

Interlude: Rusva briefly comments on Mir Sahib, etc.
Biemilleh makes the Maulvi climb a tree. Only Umrao's
intervention stope him breaking his neck. He getc anis
in his pants,

Interlude: Rusva laughs, but wonders why Bismil®~¥
him do such a thing.



(74=75)
(75)

(75-76)

(76)

(76=77)

(77)

(77=79)

(79)

(79-80)

(80-81)

(81-82)

xia

Bismillah tells Umrao that it was because the Maulvi had
been nasty to her pet monkey.

Interlude: Rusva remakrs on the appropriateness of his
punishment, and says the Maulvi deserved what he got.

On another occasion, Bismillah was singing and joking io
the Maulvi's delight, when a young man turns up. Biomil!lsh
pitches intc him: he and the Maulvi glare at each other,
The young man leaves, but the Maulvi keeps coming.

Interlude: - Rusva comments on the loyalty shown by
lovers in the old days.

Another day, while Umrao is with Bismillah and the Maulvi,
Gauhar Mirza comes in and makes fun of the Maulvi by
pretending to be intimate with Bismillah. Umrac takes
pity on him, and shows him Gauhar Mirza is really her man,
to Bismillah's annovance and the Maulvi's relief.

Interlude: Rusva objects that the Maulvi could not hav:
been that pure a lover if he got so jealous: Umrao
sticks up for him.

" L] ® ® L L]

Description of Khurshid, the most beautiful girl in the
establishment but completely lacking in the hardness
necessary to be a successful courtesan, and hopeless at
singing and dancing. Her craving for love: she falls s
Piyare Sahib, her admirer, who scon stops paying for her when
he realises her infatuation, His father is ruined, but u«
refuses to marry her.

Khurshid's credulous belief in fakirs and yogis, who trick
her and take her money.,

Her even temper, only broken when Piyare Sshib comes in nic
wedding-suit, which she rips off him (cf. pp.4l=2). Thes
she gets ill, and even after recovery, she takes no interest
in men, to Khanum's despair,

* * » - - "

One evening during the rainy season, Khurshid, Bismillak,
Amir Jan and Umrac prepare to go to the Aish Bagh fair,
Khanum is luckily indisposed. Descriptions of Khurshid ond
Bismillah.

Description of the fair. Umrao's fondness for watching
people at public gatherings: a few vignettes of different
kinds of people at the fair.



(82-83)

(83-84)

(84-86)

(86)

(B6=87)

(87-88)

(88-89)

(89)

(89-91)

(omitted)

(91)

When they prepare to go home, they find Khurshid has
disappeared. Piyare Sahib i= suspected, but since hi
marriage he has given her up, and he is proved innocer

L] = L] L] *® &

About six weeks later a rather shady character (Faiz Ali,
negotiates with Husaini and Khanum for Umrao's services,

Although she doesn't think much of him, she has no choice
once they've agreed.

Faiz Ali comes to see her regularly each evening, loadirs
her with jewellery and money, although he refuses to pa..
with a shawl he always wears, He always leaves in the
small hours, Umrao doesn't much care for him, but he i
obviously fond of her, and extremely generous,

Interlude: Rusva cynically observes that his generosity
didn't cost him much.

One of Umrao's admirers, a jeweller called Panna Mal, cone
in looking wretched, telling her he's been the wvictim of o
burglar who's been stealing from everyone. Umrac has
little sympathy for hime

Umrac looks out and sees Faiz Ali arrested, to general
approval,

But that evening, he comes as usuwal, telling her rot to fe
anyone about the jewels he's given her, and asking her 17
she can come away with him. He has to ask Bua Husaini,
whom he pretends he's a landowner in Farrukhabad, plan:ins
to go home for a few days. Husaini soon bringe o

biank refusal to let Umrao go from Khanum.

Umrao, however, is inspired by feelings of loyalty ard
secretly promises Faiz Ali to rum away with him, tc hic
delighted surprise,

After his departure, Umrao tosses about uneasily wondeiing
what to do. At last she goes to sleep, but feels tercinie
when wolken up by Gauhar Mirza, She has an argument witn
Husaini about refusing a mujra for which she's been engz;-
Husaini is concerned by her obvious indisposition.

Interlude: Rusva analyses Umrao's attitude and
motivation at the time.

Lay=-out of Khanum's and surrounding houses explained.
Faiz Ali comes as usual one night, He tricks the watchma
and the pair escape, soon getting well away from Luckiov.
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xiii.

(92-94) After going through Rai Bareli, they stop at an inn =
Lal Ganj, where Umrac gets talking with a country
prostitute called Nasiban, who warns her of the danper
dacoits on the road they're going on. She tells her
a local Raja who is infatuated with a girl from Lucknow,
whom Umrao suspects to be Khurshid,

(ok) Next day they leave together, and Nasiban stops off at
Samariha, a village of prostitutes, whom Umrao watches
working like peasants in the fields.

(94=96) later, Faiz Ali rides on ahead, when Umrao's cart is
suddenly stopped by some armed dacoits. They threaten
her, but Faiz Ali returns in the nick of time with
reinforcements, including his confederate Fazl Ali.

L] » L % - -

(96-97) They travel on together, then stop for a meal in the
country. chortly afterwards they are overwhelmed by o
band of soldiers of the Raja, who've been ordered to put
down dacoits.s Faiz Ali and Fazl Ali escape, but Umrao
is captured, and marched off.

(97-08) On the way, they meet the Raja, who questions Umrac and
orders herto be put in a cart to be taken to hia casile,
where she is well looked after,

(98-99) Next morning the Raja sends for Umrac and tells her she'c
been released, but asks to hear her sing, since he's heuru
praises of her voice from ... Khurshid, who now enters.
Umrao sings a ghazal of her own composition. The Rajs ic
delighted, and goes off{ to eat,

(99=-101) Khurshid tells Umrao how the Raja abducted her at the fair,
and how happy she now is. Umrac stays for 2 or 3 weeks
please her, but gets very bored. The Raja is pleased she
i8 not returning to Khanum's and pives her presents and an
escort to Unnao.

(101) At the inn at Unnao, she meets Faiz Ali again, and has io
go along with him, rather against her will,

(101-3) They reach Kanpur, TFaiz Ali leaves Umrap alone in raiie
spooky house. When he doesn't return next day, she ;o5
to look for him, only to see him being marched along,
arrested,

L] L L L = *






